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5 The invention relates to renpte control devices. Mre particularly, the
i nventi orwpaBar@s3to sel ecting content via renote control PtcrrUsomrﬂsni)ti on
by a media consumer. BACKGROUND 10 Renote control devices are popul ar
wi th nedia consuners - people who experience inmages, sounds, and ot her

sensations produced\aeHEHAND RSEARATISTO PROPCE CAYTENRaNpl e, stereo and
television renote controls are very popular with audio and video nedia

consuners. Rermpte controls provide a convenient 15 nmechani sm by which nedia
consuners may interactively select content for consunption. Currently
rennte_coq;ggbs for selecting content are general purpose devices for,

sel ecting é ent channels. For exanple, nmany renote controls offer
controls for selecting a particular channel by nunber, and for increnenting
or 20 decrenenting the currently sel ected channel. Operating a control of

the remte cogirol MRyt GSML I dRGE! Uil WRBICEYCRIGENSMRIry, aHET ent |y

anne renote control is not associ ated

with any particular content; . rather, it i - '
sel ;act: ng 'Ell\fﬁﬂt@ﬁtreiaﬁ%%rtl%lsée(ﬂm%?ﬁ@%m (\:"c;"‘ngéun?n&o@trg %%ggo[ ?Agnﬁ%ggﬁﬁ?gﬂnfse ror
contr :

oS media consumer.

BACKGROUND
10

Remote control devices are popular with media consumers — people who
experience images, sounds, and other sensations produced and provided by other
people. For example, stereo and television remote controls are very popular with
audio and video media consumers. Remote controls provide a convenient

15 mechanism by which media consumers may interactively select content for
consumption.

Currently, remote controls for selecting content are general purpose
devices for selecting content channels. For example, many remote controls offer
controls for selecting a particular channel by number, and for incrementing or

20 decrementing the currently selected channel. Operating a control of the remote
control may result in receiving whatever content is currently available on the
selected channel. The remote control is not associated with any particular content;
rather, it is a general-purpose device for selecting content channels or other

consumer electronics equipment controls.



WO 03/ 026283 PCT/ US02/ 26187 Furthernore, existing renote controls do not
facilitate the identification of the particular content (as opposed to the
channel ) wbiosl2@pgerating the renote control wll sel ect. PATASdY/218DNSuUNer
must know i n advance which channel will provide the content they seek to
consune, and the tinmes at which that content wll 5 be provided. FlIGURES

The invention i 6t ERSNgRRRE QeAtrukido neff faciiate tieoidehtfidation ohi ng 10
figures in light of the acconpanying description. The present invention,

however , itﬁ?l i(gmchféﬁi &)‘ff‘&éﬁt%{s tpBoSEPRE Y chdithet) @hich aplerdting theneimade ng

portion of Specification. Figure 1 shows an enbodi nent of a systemin

accor dance, b g B4 eAGALdia KBk IHEN kN knd W bBvahoehatieh ahaendiodii nent  of
a renote C(?H OYV evice in accordance wth the present invention. Figure 3

shows an embadi pen &e‘qpi or gange tidshattfctPInes edtitent wirent i on.
20 DETAI Léif)oﬂg%% épﬂ?%%%@’ﬁe oc{aln%g\nrﬁn’g description, references to "one
enbodi nent" or ."aa 25 enbodi nent” do not necessarily refer to the sane
embodi ment?® BPYKSHyh they 2 WD 03/ 026283 PCT/ US02/ 26187

FIGURES

The invention may be better understood with reference to the following
10 figures in light of the accompanying description. The present invention, however,
is limited only by the scope of the claims at the concluding portion of the

specification.

Figure 1 shows an embodiment of a system in accordance with the present

15 invention.

Figure 2 shows an embodiment of a remote control device in accordance

with the present invention.

Figure 3 shows an embodiment of a system in accordance with the present

invention.

20
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, references to “one embodiment” or "an

25  embodiment” do not necessarily refer to the same embodiment, although they
2



may. Various operations of the description below and the clains are
described in terms of software, e.g. instructions executed by a processor
ei t her a weoerawnad283 pur pose processor, or a nore task-speci PCE/UsovE8sOor such
as an enbedded processor or digital signal processor. However, the various
operations may of 5 course be enbodi ed by software, hardware, firmmare, or

a combi nathon \V4RILE Yperatidhs VFERddesnbtia bélbe gdetherdaime\aeatestribedripri ses a
renote control device that itself acts as an indicator of predetgqrbm' ned

content that,a JedidafOns § Mistrubtfsts’ Steclfede by U procebsdrplthena yevkerdl he
present invention i ncl u’deaa renote control bgevila?e in fhe sha;ge of a

particul a;plggh%?{é%ggor{ i 5368 RRR-sPELAS ipFoddesorl Qusronkeat .enfizeiiatii on of

t he renot vi ce causes the display or other rendering of the

pr edet erm&%ge&gﬁto‘?”&i%ieﬂ]sigﬁﬁ pgeéb%QHPfHovFé@w,r _ﬂnelvﬁtw\ssﬂwaammombmt of a

systemin ‘accor dance resent i1nvention. A video display

t echnol ogy 1&%@%@5{%&?@ & éyfa@hé%a?&w&é%@ié}e}& a SiraRhator B@es and

koL oal o5 | nel gt rel oot cna st AR e sl v PP RERY 5
coup <o oy vy 1 VAEPRELTLLT OB RERILRE EBR TS PR
R S R W e e
stati on, aﬂeer“iﬁseﬁon%‘?n%‘me;o Cf@%g?tgg%sﬁlgt relﬁs Atiﬁ}ﬁ%rﬁéoﬁvigéﬁdﬁlgcé;g%ﬁ%aSt
TR NS M BT R A T G
(r:g(r:rglr;lgggsg;gaétre gocllgprglrgt?on %F C’tjll'lleo recrgg’}eecr:]ct)ritroll réle%li%%hcaeu%%g%ge (ﬂéﬁéy %?Voitﬁeer 112 may
rendering of the predetermined content for the consumer.
Figure 1 shows an embodiment of a system in accordance with the present
invention. A video display technology 112 comprises a display surface 114 to
display images and sequences of images, such as videos. Examples of video
15 display technologies inciude televisions and computer displays. Video 112 may be
coupled by way of a receiver 108 to a content source 116. In embodiment 100, the
receiver may comprise various devices, including a set-top box, a video cassette
recorder (VCR), a personal or laptop or handheld computer, and so on. The
content source 116 may comprise a television broadcast station, an Internet site
20 that transmits content in a unicast, multicast, or broadcast fashion, a digital
versatile disk player (DVD), and other sources of content.
Other embodiments may comprise technology for receiving and rendering
audio content. In such embodiments, device 112 may comprise speakers to

render audio content, receiver 108 may comprise an audio receiver device such

75 as a stereo receiver, and content source 116 may comprise a radio broadcast
3



render audi o content, receiver 108 nay conprise an audi i i
such 25 as a stereo receiver, and con?entngource 116 nag Lgﬁ§L¥§; ge¥;g$0
brpadcastwp@sM@z&B/ 02_6283 PCT/ US02/ 26187 station, an |nt@ecmatsoneissite
whi ch provi des stream ng or downl oadabl e audio content, or a conpact disk
(CD) or other type of nmedia player device. O course, these are only sone

of numer oys Ssai bikdrh i & b -
, : Pinkdrhb€%eb OfHee WRIcAt Brevides itreatnivgy scopenipadablhea
i nvention. %ﬂ%?\he content source 116 %ﬁd the receiver ?08 may be ﬂﬁ;?gé by

way of a gj %:{;l L 18- g i "
C 0 : disk SMcthePbl of Hdmnylagemgavicee Ofover
\t/me(r:ihzgl O%Ic é’fb i nc?u%nég W refte@'s techrglg ogi es, cgblye, and tel ephﬁz
: urse i —_—_ e
o v con U PO R RBSA S e efEn o 1o
iate at_ the.r ei ver 108 may be i i '
& y be integral with display technol
112. For eREMPFEMNLERR"Conput ers have video displays and sgea)léers buiOI ggy

in. In the embadiment 100, thed aceivecd0s fUTRA) BescRpletigoay of86 to
GAUFLSOYRRI S

recei ve renot e roma renote contifol device 104. The renote

oper et bySER gl onlheloeh Pt J08 GRD aLE R s e o e

res to experience nedi a

content), may transmt the t I ;
the recei V@PP‘GM@. WFrﬁ'eéﬁC%ng‘@nﬂg%??#q?’aéﬂér%@ﬁ?ﬁ? h@gh _?ﬁ?&oﬁﬁ%@;tgﬁg?ed

control device 104 nmay be adapt '
resul ts i nreceier é@%im/%‘)r/ bq@gupleg 1 d such. that operall 2Bn@ht SAREEShak02

source 116 as well.

10 It should also be appreciated that the receiver 108 may be integral with
display technology 112. For example, some computers have video displays and
speakers build in.

In the embodiment 100, the receiver 108 comprises a detector 106 to
receive remote control signals from a remote control device 104. The remote

15 control device 104 comprises at least one control 102 which, when operated by a
media consumer (a person who desires to experience media content), may
transmit the remote control signal to the detector 106 of the receiver 108.

In accordance with the present invention, the remote control device 104
may be adapted such that operation of control 102 results in the receiver 108

20 receiving pre-selected, predetermined content from the content source 116. The
remote control device 104 may be programmed by a manufacturer, distributor, or
other entity to select the predetermined content when activated by a media
consumer. The remote control device may be non-programmable by the media
consumer, and may be associated with the predetermined content at a time prior

25 to providing the remote control 104 to the media consumer. For example,
4



20 receiving pre-selected, predeterm ned content fromthe content source
116. The renote control device 104 may be programred by a manufacturer
di stri butwn,0302628®t her entity to select the predeterm ned PCorSens1shen
activated by a nedia consuner. The renpbte control device nay be

non- programuabl e by the nedia consuner, and nmay be associated with the

pr edet er m pRd:iHAHARD! 02 magir@@mnitm re2Bivieo 108 catdeiliimpya hhiesicag releatiaront r ol
104 to the nedia consuner. For exanple, 4 WO 03/026283 PCT/ US02/ 26187

oper ating £adtifbn HPgrary o Rivld d Bpdriiey eeest weprelRY videeidipng raoviesi cal
selection, a te{)e\%iqm on program aIO rmlsglJ e, a sp‘grti ng event Png previ ew

video cli Rrai Vi i i . .
raifdr Po-sbictidiSayH\Liime BF BajBbe Gt op@nt by musital eondesty aper - vi ew
content, a Tmusli alp concert?ﬁg yl;-)re-seFec?ed advertisenment, or e?gf/tyofher

audi o, Vi syle e PURNATUMUR! of GRY ther Budit cuis@dieet addaribuassanieat ed wi th

t he renot evice prior to providing the renote control device to

the medja GANWIRIY adfdbsdciated in'FERERoROBTHR dBGYE phol © padidirgnger a

r' -
gener al pu? So endte contro ut a special purpose renote control for

20 oo 20 RS PSP (Rt et pami izl o1 e

l ogic to cause receiver 108 to recei v; éo%far g% gf-\é;ace gg;é?gr rre%%ﬁi/;égh 0
IC(I’)IQ][ Lgle aﬁ'ézcofgzgéfeggvl Bgrpé’iig%zééec(?c\zn [’h _Fogf)c ' rgr_ AN ry ftlo _
T e TRl 0600 e WP SO
CREINE v i gt AL NGO
10 logic to cause receiver 108 to receive predeferm{?w%dpcro%\{él%e g&e%’oté r%%ntrol
device 104 may be structured with logic and/or circuitry to include an access code
202 and an access time 204. Logic and/or circuitry within a remote control device
to provide one or more controls and associated data is well-known to those skilled
in the art and will not be described in further'detail herein. The access code 202
15 may identify content associated with the access code 202, and provided by the
content source 116. Also, the access code 202 may be applied to the content
source 116 to enable the receiver 108 to receive access-protected content, such
as pay-per-view or pay-by-time content. The access code 202 and the access
time 204 may cause the receiver 108 to tune to the content source 116 and to
70 receive the associated content for a period of time according to the access time
204. For example, in response to receipt of the access code 202 and the access
time 204, the receiver 108 may receive pay-per-view or pay-by-time content from

the content source 116 for a period of ten minutes. This may provide a sampler,

preview, or promotional consumption of the content by the media consumer, and



content source 116. Al so, the access code 202 nmay be applied to the content
source 116 to enable the receiver 108 to receive access-protected content,
such as weysjznsyi ew or pay-by-tinme content. The access eocw@sapisnd the
access tine 204 may cause the receiver 108 to tune to the content source
116 and to 20 receive the associated content for a period of tine according

to the aC%G%SIebH & the2@d diaFepns exanploridingpayesad fiereadddionecednientdfeyo® access
code 202 and the access tine 204, the receiver 108 may receive

pay- per - Viteay viriictPRYorbYidéd [ethe @atmpldr, preview, bheroomtibent source 116 for a
period of ten mnutes. This may provide a sanpler, preview, or pronotional

consunpti on of |} haokepidfodmetthensredhiznt e0geaer16 arg cdnpibe03/digtR83
PCT/ US02/ 26187 may | ead to the nmedia consuner providi ng paynent for

addi ti onalyepititeeditk ABYONPiayéhedupidtl ©hthe Seddivari1@8cyi wayt biea saailerablepr evi ew,
or pronotion. In another efbodi rl?ent, t he content sylour%:e 116 may cc?prrpri se :31

digi tals %@ﬁaéédtibecéﬂlé,ko( DR RAYBlogf OBk Erknidte t Bshtfop aivicer 1008mby way of
a coaxial cable, 5 fiber optic cable, or other technology. The renote

control deyi6ai10 X% LSiey | 1801 d bdtigH| t pog.N VD
section cg%)(lggﬁ 5%6@ggﬁen%\g7g1&‘rggg¥itgn’nggggsbg&gérrdgﬁbli%dedr?ts i %?/GISEH(;?]?%{\[E) of DVD

cont ent Aty chiee IARERRIICHLy AESaRAS or FOUDXBRNe. tehanagobbon codes

206 may i i ntroduction’ o Igital novie, a fight scene, a

out takes, ok RgSh bgsal R pRAMRE, (% ool o AR e TR RN EC ol

108 receiving,the di.fferent DVD s iOhtrO: i o resut. N Lne pecelver
course, t HBUPRIPR oégncﬁglgqq n&%wﬁ’caeﬁ%f%%ﬁ%haf%g%ﬁfﬁ?lﬁ%em%ﬁﬁ%l @%ﬁ@iéwg%- .
10  with the actors and the director, outtakes, and so on. Operating the control 102

may result in the receiver 108 receiving the different DVD sections identified by
the codes 206. Of course, the remote control Qevice 104 might comprise multiple
controls, each corresponding to a DVD section or individual content portion.
Operating a corresponding control may result in the receiver 108 receiving content
15 of the corresponding DVD section. A remote control device embodiment 104
comprising DVD sections codes may be provided in conjunction with a DVD disk,

for example, attached to or included in the DVD disk case.
In another embodiment, the receiver 108 may comprise a video cassette
recorder (VCR). The remote control device 104 may comprise logic and/or
20  circuitry to include program recording details 208. Operating the control 102 of the
remote control device 104 may program the receiver 108 to receive and record
predetermined content from the content source 116. For example, the recording
details 208 may comprise a channel identifier, a recording date, a start recording

time, and an end recording time to record a television broadcast or other content.

25  Operation of the control 102 may result in providing these recording details to the
6



controls, each corresponding to a DVD section or individual content
portion. Operating a corresponding control nmay result in the receiver 108
recei vi ngvoennzis3 15 of the corresponding DVD section. A Pemnise2/zast r ol
devi ce enbodi ment 104 conprising DVD sections codes nay be provided in
conjunction wth a DVD disk, for exanple, attached to or included in the

DVD di sk Gas&ived ToRmoihidh &eotie mecdivert 108 mey be\progra08nerhto woayeitee a vid
) eo
cassette recorder (VCR). The renote control device 104 nay conprise |logic

and/ or  20,ghstekhined coftdnhel tideidpntiigtamaneelcordinegderttiied] dat@aBringgee at i ng
the control 102 of the renote control device 104 nmay programthe receiver

108 to reQ@éMﬁileafﬂi%é RENS, adtorsieg & atiaeid by amtodrthe fecaiver 168 opatates sour ce
116. For exanple, the recording details 208 may conprise a channel

identifier, ar i i idd ; i
( , 1B SPbH Eriidinedt, Hhefdmdtecdhetongevitd me4 naad campesedanecor di n
time to record a television broadcast or other content. 25 Cpgrati on of thg

control. 10 . i idi i i
i Eﬁ&j? {0 it ESRMitdsREed @ cORPUErnBetiiiai For texatipte, 6 WO
03/ 0262583 é iggg@s%w? receiver 108, in vvﬁ?ch case the receiver 108 may

be progr ggﬂ&?ﬂtg}%ggéeﬁ?ﬂ) )‘rgaj Qg?per!%'é%@h%rm REsbUFENL 8dHtor0df 4 Mediadietduched

channel ring the identified tinme interval,

according to ?ﬁ @%b@%ﬁﬁ%d’ﬁ%f%\fﬁ ol 5%8@%%fer%@§1&lﬁ%%rﬁét@$ he lcan@ADbNEE

enbodi ment? e con evi ce may conprise an 5 identification

210 of content stored,on in if 4 i
210 my cowgﬂnasfﬁ'_eanmbeﬁtﬁﬁa%i@éﬁi SpwiiShUE bo 4PFecBiAAOR i redRsel oot L o
audi o or video file,

. stored .on ,a.co ter of the Internet. The content of
the medi aOP§rAED rsglogef FdRi deyre g@%\ml oaded to the receiver 108 in

r espon?g to The receiver 108 may be adapted to accept and respond to commands to
select predetermined content, such commands received from the remote control
device. For example, the receiver 108 may be adapted to accept and respond‘to
receipt of the access code 202 and access times 204, so that the receiver 108
may negotiate receipt of the content from the content source 116 for the identified

15 period of time. Other adaptations to the receiver may include logic to interpret and
respond to the receipt of commands to select particular DVD section codes. The
receiver 108 may be adapted to locate and receive content from media files
identified by URLs provided by the remote control device 104. These are only a
few of the possible adaptations that are possible to the receiver 108, according to

20 the implementation.

Figure 3 shows an embodiment 120 of a remote control device in
accordance with the present invention. In one embodiment, the remote control
device 120 is formed as a character good known by consumers to be associated
with the predetermined content so as to identify the content associated with the

25  operation of the remote control device. Hence, the remote contro!l device 120 may
7



operating the renote control device 104. 10 The receiver 108 ma

to accept and respond to commands to select predeterm ned contgn?e 232Et °
comands wewaizees from the renote control device. For exan‘tmmspz/z&l’m
receiver 108 may be adapted to accept and respond to receipt of the access
code 202 and access tinmes 204, so that the receiver 108 nmay negotiate

recei pt ofpd fafne@ed RIhtifyrtonmeé hedmOMrfsnmesdhﬂcmwtérﬁﬁhatdhetrwl\(&ﬂéﬁ ivilled 15
period of time. Qther adaptations to the receiver may include logic to

i nterpret @pglye rsRONESUIO of Ber @saidn af tonmamnats tantsx| dmicepalnt LBl ar
_ DVD
section codes. The receiver 108 may be adapted to | ocate anqg receive

content fropsmdear fﬂhlaeﬁemdtéeéﬁntrfol efévieg WRLSs ponvedied th
¢ likemesemit@ control
devi ce 104. Tﬁse are only a few of the possible adaptations that are

possi bl e tg ?6‘15 V&' oth88 obEC asshichEed With 2fe tdoetdntp| Ramentaat
pl&)l‘thEFl ure 3
shows an ﬁ]o %ﬁ 120 of a remote control device in accordance w t% t he

presents | %Wé BB‘rﬂrdl'@ieQ@@ n%xbtsléifomea asta@lnreprisentatvs bbihe BievSiawsdA0 i s

f ormed as aracter good Known by consuners to be associated wth the

predeterm %}eaq?ﬁcgpto?n‘ g% sbﬂ?’" S98Vidiby rBgrafo Mo NéxaRfs@CcOpbetingd the t he 25

operation e rerm e control device. Hence, the renote control device

120 may 7000 A8 ECTAVTS RRLE fn e rdcatvapd obaetaiong | dontdre tibe medi a

consuner tH{&'Q el ver 108 wi | receive as a result of the

operation of, L er%grfgﬁﬁnégé; P fIgUbc e g wwslm@m@dtmmn PRRyra@pt e

control ness of a character, prop, or

other Obj e%e Eriesr%(())t%l c%tn ol dewg'e tlft? m%?/rgeegﬁeratgerbyedﬁyﬂmr% a E8ftrol 102, or in
10 one embodiment by simply squeezing or otherwise manipulating or interacting
with the remote control device. In one embodiment, the remote control device
comprises only a single control for selecting the content. This may be
advantageous for operation by small children, for example. Operation of the
single control may commence rendering of the predetermined content for the
15 media consumer.

In one embodiment, the remote control device may be programmed to be
operable for a single use, or for a limited pre-determined number of uses. That is,
the remote control device may operate to select the identified content only a
predetermined number of times, after which the remote control device becomes
20 nonfunctional for content selection. In a sense, the remote control device
becomes disposable. As such, the disposable remote control device may be used
in a variety of content marketing schemes (e.g., to promote television programs,

movies, sporting events, and the like).
The remote control device may be formed into a selected character, prop,

25  or other object associated with selected content and may be provided as a
8



5 renote control device may be forned as a doll representative of the Bart
Si npson character of "The Sinpsons” television program for exanple.
Oper at i ngwoha/024263r0t e control device 120 may result in thecrase/sas7 108
receiving content 118 including the Bart Sinpson character (e.g., "The

Si npsons” television progran). The renote control device 120 nmay be
operated kytoRpesmdliiRen i 66Mricibn 1AM, thermanketify ohtheecdntentnemar expmplampl y
squeezing or otherw se manipulating or interacting wth the renote control

devi ce. | npppecaRtiadhaeBhnelhidviian propeanty tle endte eonicamjavicegsaphky a
single control for selecting the content. This nay be advantageous for

operati on @ Sigth tﬁ@%‘hﬁ?@@n‘ theBageyngHagactépendtioen afchiliesqusézesl tecont r ol
may commence rendering of the predeterm ned content for the 15 media

CONSUMET . L, RS AHFHOGVIRN the téLRives TRAEDE Addbo deb cecdiwy tiee'Barogy’amred t o
be operable for a single use, or for a limted pre-determ ned nunber of

uses. ThatidSsi & SRRHR! thegregamTee rpestateentrol delicctay he
identifélqedtez:eznrlstl%r{npl%g?lﬁpa predetermg)ne%ranunber of tinmes, after which the

remot e congglo gyl a7 G0 TaRsdeROR! el i BRImdieTinGeBiaNlictdigeot fren. In a

sense, the con vice becones di sposable. As such, the

di sposabl e@@%ﬁp%@?%ﬁ?'l@ gﬁc\éb%ﬁ%@p@%é‘?ﬁﬂoté donfroVaEVIR! Maf be ForicaNt

mar ket i ng _ t€l'evision progranms, novies, sporting
Sel oct ed ot e tiabep ot ToREY BEndb B8 LIRS Ipcl FRResPhdt 2
content angponr%yte%%w)?rv(v)r\l/iicl‘g%v%e%sogera%dvgl%?é/sol%gzﬁgplggénldﬁnge%gpofﬁ*?g of a
10  current televised sporting event.
While certain features of the invention have been illustrated as described
herein, many modifications, substitutions, changes and equivalents will now occur
to those skilled in the art. It is, therefore, to be understood that the appended

claims are intended to cover all such embodiments and changes as fall within the

15  true spirit of the invention.



pronotional itemin conjunction with the marketing of the content. For
exanple, for access to the "Barney" television program the renote control
devi ce mewoOla/024283 ned i nto the shape of the Barney charactemr/usanzbishen a
child squeezes the renote control device, the receiver nmay be tuned so as
to receive the "Barney" 5 television program To advertise the program the
renot e conphat isdRiimed gy be sold or given away to consuners in order to
pronote increased viewing of the television program In another exanple,
the renote control device may be formed into the shape of a sports item
(possibly including the I ogo of a |local professional sports tean), which
when oper at ed GRH=ESod dnssii:ay and/or recording of a 10 current

tel evi sed sporting event. Wiile certain features of the invention have been

illustrated agnfigs 'abr'é%ot@%rﬁfdl‘ defBO sEEitforsditéraiited samsiitigriat toons,
changes and eqw va nts will now occur to those skilled in the art. It is,

Lher ef of e, .gﬁ@emeqsﬁawnbh@éwam #pgrdsisusbaion are i ntended to cover

all suc nts an hanges as fall within the 15 true spirit of the

{nventi on. g}é%ﬂﬁ HOERTAECT PRI 8E 1 Phe MEhh cbifsuihdrisTRA thdtihd . A met hod

conpri.sing: ring a renote control device to select predeterm ned

content pri eﬁiot%%gnﬁca%eg\ébqé Qgsotctét? ed GIRLR étre%lngﬁ‘ébﬁt%nf 0 a nedia

CONSUNer ; ing the renote contro eV|ce to the nmedi a consuner
such that the remote control device is associated with the pr edet er mi ned
content .’

2. The method of claim 1, wherein providing the remote control device

10 comprises:

forming the remote control device to identify the predetermined content.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein configuring the remote control device to
select predetermined content prior to providing the remote control device to
15 a media consumer further comprises:
configuring the remote control device with logic to select at least a portion of

one of pay-per-view content and pay-by-time content.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein configuring the remote control device to
20 select predetermined content prior to providing the remote control device to
a media consumer further comprises:
configuring the remote control device with logic to select at least one of a -
musical selection, a television program, a movie, a musical concert, a sporting

event, a preview video clip, a trailer video clip, and an advertisement.

25
10



2. The nethod of claim1l1, wherein providing the renote control device 10
conprises: formng the renote control device to identify the predeterm ned
content. WO 03lozs28%t hod of claim 1, wherein configuring thecrarsot/zs18ont r ol
device to select predeterm ned content prior to providing the renote
control device to 15 a nedia consumer further conprises: configuring the
renot e contrpl Thevmedowiof blainogj whereinsanigtirirat the eambteacomtnot deviceoo  one of
pay- per-view content and pay-by-tinme content. 4. The nethod of claim1,
wher ei n confi gueigegpiddetermmedecatent pobr tdevodding the2@nsxdd eattrghdedee & ni ned
content prior to providing the renote control device to a nedia consuner

further conpri sesedie@shsguer fughéheonmgisese control device with logic to
select at |east one of a nusical selection, a television program a novie,

a nusi cal copg@lguring tifPRMdtE dontedl @BYice Avithrieyt evesitctansectiomof BVDr ai | er vi deo
clip, and an advertisenent. 25 10 WD 03/026283 PCT/ US02/ 26187 5. The

met hod pf cl ghhedt. Wherein configuring the renote control device to sel ect
predeterm ned content prior to providing the renote control device to a
medi a consuner further conprises: configuring the renote control device
with logic to select a section of DVD 5 content. 6. The nethod of claim1,

wher ei n conf EgUf{NEefhid8 df B &, HRBI Pk theGemote control device to
select predetermined content prior to providing the remote control device to
a media consumer further comprises:
10 configuring the remote control device with logic to configure a receiving device

to record the predetermined content.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein configuring the remote control device to
select predetermined content prior to providing the remote control device to a
15 media consumer further comprises:
configuring the remote control device with logic to configure a receiving

device to select predetermined content available on a computer network.

8. A method comprising:
20 forming a remote control device that identifies predetermined content; and
configuring the remote control device to select the predetermined content

when activated.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein configuring the remote control device to

25 select the predetermined content further comprises:
11



sel ect predeterm ned content prior to providing the rempte control device
to a nedia consuner further conprises: 10 configuring the renote control
devi ce wiwb oBogi283to configure a receiving device to rec®cw/ushz26187

predeterm ned content. 7. The nethod of claim 1, wherein configuring the
renote control device to select predeterm ned content prior to providing

the renote cegifigaling@d @dtd contid dewde aithdogici teseléairat feast & papion s
configuring the renbte control device with logic to configure a receiving

device to sebgebf phepSLBREWICBRRNERT pa-bRtmel ddbtenton a conputer network. 8.
A nmethod conprising: 20 formng a renote control device that identifies

predeterm ned content; and configuring the renote control device to select
the predeterm ned content when activated. 9. The nethod of claim1,

wher ei n conf Bg.umeqﬂettheﬁ of BBk €, WABIPEorfligUfitPthedemdte Sttt tietiteto
predeterm ned content further conprises: 11 03/ 026283 PCT/ US02/ 26187

confl ou i 10 N GIERBICRARN T ciferh e bmbRgbe Lo select at feast a

portion of one 0 ay-per-view content and pay-by-time content. 10. The

method of c! 3hMctrindHil RINtc Bhirdlelied ilkdogie Wt eaantiddt odey g L0 5

sel ect prede e urther conpri configuring the renote

ol evi si on progianse 5o dtedEidrodm, BRte Finfch cofisgt Apomgction. @

toncert’, a sporti
event, a preview video clip, a trailer video clip, and an advertisement.

10 11. The method of claim 1, wherein configuring the remote control device to
select predetermined content further comprises:

configuring the remote control device with logic to select a section of DVD

content.

15 12. The method of claim 1, wherein configuring the remote control device to
select predetermined content further comprises:

configuring the remote control device with logic to configure a receiving device

to record the predetermined content.

20 13. The method of claim 1, wherein configuring the remote control device to

select predetermined content further comprises:
configuring the remote control device with logic to configure a receiving

device to select predetermined content available on a computer network.

25 14. An apparatus comprising:
12



event, a preview video clip, a trailer video clip, and an advertisenent. 10
11. The nmethod of claim1l, wherein configuring the renote control device to
sel ect prwoeserdamBhed content further conprises: configuri RgTIUSE2/2@RDt €
control device with logic to select a section of DVD content. 15 12. The
met hod of claim1, wherein configuring the renote control device to select
pr edet er ni neg &aBtentrolad & carfignradse selecbalfléapionagrededenndned e cont r ol
device with logic to configure a receiving device to record the

predet er m e £ ARL GHose 28 Bienties thebruadterminddadamtent. wher ei n confi guri ng
the renote control device to select predeterm ned content further
conprises: configuring the renote control device with logic to configure a
receiving device to select predeterm ned content available on a conputer

network. 25 ]rﬁ.-T(;érbpgﬁPa?tU@ HElafOTBNiSdr8: thd Zerife 03N BBEREBRCTONIBIPIR6187  a
0 evice

renmote contr configured to select at |east one predeterm ned

content_an 1 ifsk€s the predeterm ned content. 15. The (
appar atUs ftygg fﬁ%’%@i&%ﬁggg nS the renote control device is configured 5

to be operable for a single use. 16. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the
renmote control device is configured to be operable for a predeterm ned

nunber of “Sgg;T@%@%@Q%ﬁ%ﬁ%‘ﬁﬂ}wﬁe@l‘n Ak e AbtkbontBrd&lide K Renfigred

control devi

to be operable for a predetermined number of uses.

10 17. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the remote control device is formed in

the shape of a character good associated with the predetermined content.

18. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the remote control device is formed in

the shape of an object associated with the predetermined content.

15
19. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the remote control device comprises a
single control, which when activated, causes the rendering of the predetermined
content.
20 20. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the remote control device is

programmed to select, when activated, the predetermined content prior to

distribution to a media consumer and the remote control device is non-

programmable by the media consumer.

25 21. The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising:
13



the shape of a character good associated with the predeterm ned content.
18. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the renote control device is forned
in the sWwapagoaf28kn obj ect associated with the predetern mea/usont@st. 15
19. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the renote control device conprises
a single control, which when activated, causes the rendering of the

pr edet er ni neggicRERRY at 188st2porlitieobgrirastataypeivient eonteritandwiaytyiime he
renot e contro? device is programed to select, when activated, the

predet erm neg. gontent prior to distribution to a nmedia consunmer and the
remote control device is non- programmabl e by the nedia consuner. 25 21.
The apparatus of claim 14, further conprising: 13 WO 03/026283

PCT/ US02/ 26187 logic to select at |east a portion of one of pay-per-view

content and ggmr}g%ya-cﬁda@us lgpag,ﬁm&lfg,@her'@@ﬁqpa@mgr atus of claim 14, further
i

conpri si ng: to select at |east one of a nusical selection, a

tel evision p FHARLISIBAl SSRRE6H La tefeVRIRAT proggng\eent, a
previ ew vi det{)o%gfl%gel%ttaﬁaé%%@ne\aﬁ deo clip, and an advertisenent. 23. The

apparatus of cl ai lsp6AMR NvEhN Y previd VRBL &li, a B&ilegeided section of
DVD cont en'in.owfllgn%iéégéﬁea ﬁgpgﬁlﬂglégiém?%gef urt her c%rrpri Si ng:

clip, and an advertisement.

23. The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising:

10 logic to select a section of DVD content.

24. The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising:

logic to configure a receiving device to record the predetermined content.

15 25. The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising:

logic to configure a receiving device to select predetermined content

available on a computer network.

26. An apparatus comprising:

20 a remote control device formed in the shape of a character indicating

predetermined content which the remote control device is configured to select.

27. The apparatus of claim 26, wherein activation of the remote control device

selects at least a portion of one of pay-per-view content and pay-by-time content.

25
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|l ogic to configure a receiving device to record the predeterm ned content.
15 25. The apparatus of claim 14, further conprising: logic to configure a
recei vi ngwoesioz@8s o sel ect predetern ned content avail ablPeTarsoz2@8nput er
network. 26. An apparatus conprising: 20 a renote control device forned in
the shape of a character indicating predeterm ned content which the renote
control devig®eThs appafduglsrhiin®es elheadin actRatiol bethappabte eontrof devieé m 26,
wherein activation of the renpte control device selects at |east a portion

of one of RPNt VNP AlRNIcAREIePE, BitelelisBnEPogram;, a m@be, 14 WO 03/ 026283
PCT/ US02/ 26187 28. The apparatus of claim 26, wherein activation of the

renot e Conffiibal @6MESE oS oRfigSevht, le@elie@nicaf clip, atailaralidevedipcandan a
tel evision program a novie, a nusical concert, a sporting event, a

preview vigdeachiRnt @ trailer video clip, and an advertisenent. 5 29. The
apparatus of claim 26, wherein activation of the renote control device

sel ects a section of DVD content. 30. The apparatus of claim26, wherein
activation of the renote control device 10 configures a receiving device

to record thgg RLEAdRLEFOGELISRYSE WherdiR activation of the remote control device

selects a section of DVD content.

30. The apparatus of claim 26, wherein activation of the remote control device

10  configures a receiving device to record the predetermined content.

15



