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2011/ o4ebasopcrateral 1b) gontpsting the _units of pre-portioned™ tobacco material with a multi-
component aqueous coating solution comprising a water-soluble component and a cross-

linkable polymer component which forms a substantially water-insoluble polymer upon cross-

25 linking, to form a coating of on the units of pre-portioned tobacco material; (c) cross-linking the
cross-linkable polymer in the coating to form portions of smokeless tobacco comprising the units
of pre-portioned tobacco material with a semi-dissolvable coating on the surface thereof, the
semi-dissolvable coating comprising the water-soluble non-crosslinked component and the
substantially water-insoluble cross-linked component; (d) adhering the portions of smokeless

30 tobacco to a base tape to obtain a flexible strip of pouches of smokeless tobacco removably
attached to the base tape.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING FIGURES
Figure 1 illustrates various ways of forming a seam of a pouch of smokeless tobacco

35 sized for oral placement between the cheek and gum;



Figure 2A illustrates an enbodi nent of a flexible strip of snus pouches on
a base tape wherein the pouches are fornmed froma unitary w apper;
Fi gure 2Bvol2bustspmbes a flexible strip of portions of swokalress/obabsacco on
a base tape; Figure 3 illustrates an enbodi nent of a flexible strip of snus
pouches with rounded 5junctions and perporations; and Figure 4 illustrates
a dispenser with a flexible strip of portions of snokel ess tobacco.
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25 As used herein, the term "substantially water-insoluble" denotes a material that has a
significantly lower solubility in water than the non-cross-linked water-soluble component
described herein.

As used herein, the term "smokeless tobacco"” denotes orally enjoyable tobacco
products, including moist smokeless tobacco ("MST") in orally used pouches (shus pouches).

30 As used herein, "separably joined," with regard to pouches, refers to snus pouches that
are joined to one another, either directly or indirectly, but that can be easily separated from each
other by a consumer.

As used herein, the term "about" when used in conjunction with a stated numerical value
or range has the meaning reasonably ascribed to it by a person skilled in the art, i.e. denoting

35 somewhat more or somewhat less than the stated value or range, to within a range of £+10% of

the stated value.
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25 Humectants can also be added to the tobacco material to help maintain the moisture
levels in the portioned tobacco product. Examples of humectants that can be used with the
tobacco material include glycerol, glycerine, triethylene glycol and propylene glycol. The
humectants may also be provided for a preservative effect, as the water activity of the product
can be decreased with inclusion of a humectant. In turn, the opportunity for growth of micro-

30 organisms is diminished. Additionally, humectants can be used to provide a higher moisture

feel to a drier tobacco component.

Portions of Smokeless Tobacco
As described herein, portions of smokeless tobacco include both pouched tobacco
35 (sometimes called snus pouches) and portions that are preferably free of a fabric and/or paper

wrapper and comprise orally enjoyable tobacco that has been molded or divided into individual
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25  the pouch is in the mouth.

A water-permeable wrapper forms a pouch enclosing smokeless tobacco. The wrapper
is preferably composed of a fibrous material. The pouch wrapper may be a fabric and/or paper
such as filter paper, papers used to construct tea bags, coffee filters, and the like. Preferably,
the wrapper is of the type suitable for contact with food, such as materials used for packaging

30 and/or handling foods. The material of the wrapper is porous so that flavors and saliva can
travel in and out of the pouch when in use. Preferably, the wrapper is heat sealable.

In an embodiment, the plurality of pouches is formed from a unitary wrapper so that the
lap-sealed edge is shared by the plurality of pouches in a strip. The wrapper is optionally
divided by perforations, creases, and/or other intentionally-introduced weakness between the

35 individual pouches. Such a unitary wrapper is further described below.
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as a super-hydrated, nonol ayer nenbrane, at | east Bartlall encl osi ng

col | ecPIsHiiieAng GombinglinRs inereas The DEnel o, BhibiteHEapPeRRPis B the PABSH Malrsak

W appeby sEﬁ?un@Oé‘éétiﬁa 1n§né’rsln‘@°eﬁm98§é?rﬁb?%aﬁf%bﬂﬁbchh@hecoatS a portion of
tobacco material, preferably in a sin ayer. The two-conponent coating

VWO 2011/ 042ﬂ'D§FRt?fPEPQ(?I‘EPQﬂUB§@5 coloring agents are included in the wrapper. One or more
25  coloring agents may change the color of the pouch to create designs, patterns, a trademark, or

to signify pouch flavor (for example, green to signify mint flavor) The coloring agent may be
used to dye the wrapper or coloring agents can be printed onto the wrapper.

In certain embodiments, portions of smokeless tobacco do not require a paper or fabric
wrapper. Such forms of pre-portioned tobacco are preferably not pouched, but instead have a

30 membrane coating.

Portions with a semi-dissolvable coating
In an embodiment, a tobacco product has.a semi-dissolvable coating, such as a super-
hydrated, monolayer membrane, at least partially enclosing a collection of tobacco particles.
35  Such portions preferably do not have a wrapper. The coating is a two-component coating that

coats a portion of tobacco material, preferably in a single layer. The two-component coating



- 6 - includes water-sol uble, non-crosslinked conponent and a cross-1inked

pol ymer conponent. The cross-linked polyner is substantially

wat er - i nsWPub114042709t i onal | y, the substantial |y wat er - solPGBIER2€I0ApAAENt IS a
pol ynmer and/or is non-cross-linkable. The tobacco nmaterial is preferably a

nol ded portion of noist snuff tobacco.-6By controlling the relative anmounts
of the water-soluble, non-crosslinked conponent and the cross-1|inked

pol ymeinciudee watet-salableanoheradikeddcanpbrant tandohectlssslirket! palyrhére compbneént.

nout h to remain intact. in the.yser's nout I he latter case, after
The. soithp EofsSiEH AT Js chaarial averBeiogubisu: Fotiotady.clhi sy BoRay welh
poOr ous sbieblsasdmpoRBPOS besblyvieraangldr 3¢ AoH-calskYinkdtse! Tk baedy/material is preferably
10Accor di ngl i,.n ap eg?oqhgegt, the sol ubl e conponent dissolves rapidly in
a useragnaﬁaih°@86ﬁ PRI SRYEIOPAHG anti al Iy i nsol ubl e cross-1inked pol ymer
conponent | Ir @vedd’rhﬂ'oiliﬁ@ g@retdmp@_ugiwuts %f&lf&l? %tér%l%(é)&@ﬁﬁrd%@lﬂﬂ@f@tcogmnbhﬁénd he
coating allows the tobacco juices an avors t each out t coat.i ng,
whi 1 o T oSy Brked e 8 o G b PP Bl o hieek enatti e aiser s e B
t he dUlt@tdgﬁmri gftambmgsh x ers %thﬂB| B thé@é‘t@éﬂictaﬁe,aaf&ﬁmfjﬁedmm : bct’s?ﬁborfefmtiistselvé@m
ongue and |, u i ssues. Because in this enbodi e .coatin S
o ConPaferBIBONBL BSOS [atee Feparivs REMILE COUPRSRID! AuRaaN, Seplble
desi r epolymerenove the portion fromthe nouth, this can be easily
acconpl i she r enbodi t he tobacco nater

: : I n anot he t, C gl i .
ol Bt el diccPidingly dbias SBOPREISTHLE THAIE ATIBSRLAsTue TN 1B 2 U8ETshg
di ssol wemutmrdch ahatcthe sEistintially hrslubles icrisedinRéE (holydndiseompaRignt 26 &iReVinaiael

either spit, out or,jngest the renai ning. insoluble co ent. The coatin

it UG s ot bR T5Rseh okt st tha e Rt e outs NG PG e AT

Cross- kd RdecH duelof e coavigC Rvhile 16N iréyamifglintadt 3o inafithki teb&dto Wilhin tthe coating
n its structur integrity in th nout h after

re-portio o retai a, .user's
e hatfsp iy i, HEaty of (ohaeth [Hoiouatie, B EHIEh & oo alien fash To T tondieand
85”‘“5 ic h&?tmfisétlﬁbae@aamnh uhiflﬁdwbwwiétm tﬁé;?am?gtaictwlﬂgﬁtanﬁdh@a@wic?ijﬂm@ﬁt Lle, in
| Sperse I N e ser's u once e wa r-sol. u e C onen | SSOIl ves
el e s Bt diren JRR ee PRe ey [ eamove. the POTASIL Fromu e GATAG Lhe fan b8
pr epar edsilyyadcomplish@dpor ti ons of tobacco particles into units of a
re-portioned tobacco terjal; contacting .the upits of pre-portioned
P obanon. mat & Phsthas SroamRant fhei 1Rt meleRaL SamPIBLel Pl <isrble 26 dher 178 ng
a wat egolablelddnthonBANofThe 86 atingkdisk chal¥nartEtobacddtmatefiblses- disinteghited, RoLseTehay
which forns substantially water-insol uble polyner 30 upon cross-|linking,
L0286 or filew andiSHBE SBhopther figestehe frerBARINgdnsqBhle FompeaRTto TaP SOPRRY desirably
Cr 0SS- komtingga tfiRoty Givounit ruf ahé &ubslanti@ly watek-MisBlubRY, torestSlinkEd STEHRrE Shich
t obacco .cogprising.the units_of pre-portiaoned tobacco n&ﬁerial witha
somt - MR A5RUNE ssHHCIBL foRdhS #7s-RERIOP 1B, TN 15 SEUGHR MIRGTt i U HEpEs s
t Ob?PCmcﬁlﬂ?aﬁ@r tEéifhﬁfe@%tomlea nbﬁ%ﬁ)s'fsaiﬁgle& eor?tb&:aéhna ga? H'Stgﬁ'l’éabﬂms{' the .sﬁn?icgcles of
orti on (0] SNDKe SS [ Oopacco.renov C O the ase, tape a
D o1 FhaoEn LB REr Mth s 1he Sonte are rapeed enen GsRerserLindnS CeRESIHEMD OBc i
sobsit i aatdradibldeoragdrient ai83olvdddnddihe-pepbiteRed fartdisihtegfaté®i st t obacco can
be encl osed by the., WO 2011/042209PC§4EP2010L0061 5 - 7 - coating b
appl yi ng t o Seh |ROHIaNs Gacbe PrepAETLBY Srming partians pf fapace, Pailigies At JiMtss 2
sol uti pre-potibhEd Bdbadto InfAsall ¥onteQMGOANirfits ot prbgRftioned Qol64uEp R gtetialivith e

coatin olution is a water-sol ubl e, . non-cross-1inkable onent, which
di ssol T POMpRREntBIYEoUR; PRI SSIHLIoB: HEMPEBAB0Me P S oAl o AP chFS nked

sol ut i @emp8néntVirides crs¥suibksble Pobser! WiikiaBbrenspa | syiEtantidly Ghatbeizes@BleSpolymer

substantial |y water-insol uble after ¢ osslinkiqg. The ? tiﬁg&%ﬁg&ﬁe )

apf? i otPe créss-nsingr (o FEmys copipasion dhe dBks ) Picpartipasd) teheced cPAIF iRl gross

\t/vhibch 05KIng trrrhd Mﬁ@s-ﬁﬁtlébitelmlyrﬁ?’;lta)fbmg pomaﬁs bfl:_ﬁnbli(é{@ss ttEB&cﬁgﬁgﬁﬁis]@@Qh?thté ohed
obacco I's then contacted W a Cross-11 | Ng agent suUltabl e r e

Cr oaa PreRalipBeh fes MeTR MR NS BRbIRCo 6 casa e aLTare) Beteshy e

can r epuitioné re¥renagkeldss abbadtootart be sdhesésd kd RKbag agento bistainhg feeibledtrip of

ortion, for exanple, by sprayin dj, ppi ng, .or
P portions o smgIPeIess togaccrc)) rer¥1ovgd|y attg&eg% the base tape.
35 In a preferred embodiment, a coating is prepared from a multi-component polymer

solution (coating solution). The pre-portioned amount of moist tobacco can be enclosed by the



10 ot her application of a solution of cross-linking agent to the coated
portion (resulting in an "outside-in" direction of cross-Iinking).

Al t er nat iwel2g11/@emss- | i nki ng can result from contact of pclapesiomss1bs nkabl e
pol ymer with cross-1linking agent already present in the tobacco, either as
the result of cross-linking agent present in the tobacco before it is
formed into a pre-portion, or as the result of the application of

Cr 0Ss- k4l Ney ﬁﬁﬁl?fhﬁtt@ 4thBadtr SorR® 1ok it obfel Qurfhe dPBhé (b@'i'tldhna (ﬁolyﬁﬁ& solutlon
15coatin oatlpgasls preferably in the form of

parti c@pgzmnp 3treastdwe sPmPaReRtshy leasbrne Agmaow%rmf the §°§ti"1§n$q4lﬁ@&ri§ ap\eﬁf?r-on

of thescyr@tbnehho@fcrdslgqmﬁmél (P&e\ﬁ@t\ﬁlﬁmh s AR ihOfhet Mo vmt RhstS Bhe! tiger
non- crossl i nked nponent and the substantially water-insol uble

cr 0ss- FORREND mﬁoatw sRlptionyis 3 water-sojublg. rigossylitieble aﬂmsw/h%d?etqov&
suc a§uti%'i:§‘rﬁi%ﬂ9/Watéfﬂﬁsolﬁdl@‘éﬁéﬁ@ﬁo%sllrﬂn@ THe E’&Ctﬁhpsrﬂa?'lﬂeYaddﬂ@d YRR mivih pRd-e,

non-cross-1i nk onponent of the coating dissolves and rel eases noi sture
into tRetioRed t°§aﬁ%bha V@ﬁ@tymw'%@s rfﬁ'n'g'ﬂ GAR incdydedirRing ssREBHRG. ANddhe likgd

i's not Tﬁé%@&%h\fﬁe pORiche@tEDHCEE Is tHER dbnedcted Wih @e&bea-ﬁmdn%bgaﬂegunagé%am
i nproved nout hfeel when using the product. Preferabl e wat er-sol ubl e,
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preferé@a.csfmp&ltﬁsmosstuhﬁmg@gehit%tﬁ@eme@%méh%%y&ﬁ !enbﬁbﬁr%m@ épﬁ.ﬁgoads

to about 10 seconds (for exanple, about 1 second to about 9 seconds, .
2 ecofifisr Eprigsdan o 3 SelHAR, of agess-linking ageftstor theaperled Pastion, frasulting é[b@tﬁt 4

secOnd%lkgd@bpwtreéno%e@rcaws%lnr&f@r A!t@ﬁn%%l’;?tdréﬁ% linkirg ddiereQLiRtroMmadntaet oHrféo
preferably, the pre-portioned formloses Its structural integrity within

about Sos%rlinkabia pqzyr%c/ﬂﬁugr%Bﬂk'@&@ﬁﬁmtea'r%we@e@éedhaéol?%fcabe erqap the
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12 seconds, about seconds to about 11 seconds or about 8 seconds to about
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preferably, ﬁéo?stS"gc'érPﬁfﬁ@'?iYs'”é 95 of a2& HAPERasticustY ip g faym Qfﬁ’ehydroge'
vat er - 88 laUlls gt C&ﬁ’gﬁiﬁ@ﬂrﬁt bis@s ﬁe.gmrbfcfﬁ@%&attdgn.ts%tandﬁ QHdieM to th&wvater-
2011/ 042209PCT/ EP2010/ 0 6195 - 8 - crosslinkable polyner. In an enbodi nent,
t he watiigdopraresstiBifsbrAPORSA 2pd t*%?%%?"ﬁéW@F%S@SQWNR&m% lipked palymer,

whi ch Basvdioks rce@é‘stmﬂtmy blerts CBAS Sarlyl Addit@s28BEN -asSpidsaRlaBvedatiRivofptd/ e
non- crossl i nked conponents |nclude, without limtation, starch and starch

defd vaBeeaise Qg Hhﬁsw?ltﬁb‘ﬁ?'wé'é SPRICEISS-iaksd 1SomPogaRt of dir Icoating; dirsaivesiand

guar grBask8Hhdlstired o tHeOLGéé'iE RE@A, BdBmount & hillidiliredieBas8lid BohtEBNBY, and is
fenugreek derivative guns, pullulan, chitosan, chitin, cellulose and

cel | ul BYeCXfERPIVRL ﬂ)'éspm‘é‘%% N&Q ugep Wity riaceased HiPREINsSSyFchMPraresd fguthfee!

pol yl aghéflasing Me/glolrétene gl ycol , pol yvinyl pyrrolidone, or
pol yvi nyl acet at e and sol ubl e or insoluble vegetable fiber. Sui t abl e

cheni cal |y Erefe@bly; Hieawpierssluples nenicrrsstigked \‘RP‘E‘HBﬁ%”tIq'?ﬁ‘%V&FNBH'd'YdPg? HERre,

pess i NmoGeH. I mgﬁgmerre@@dm@samém eﬂe%ﬁ%‘@@&h%rﬂéﬂﬁ%@@bh@s% @ssut! 0. MksaBbRIs to
functi onal gr oups, Preferred 10 cross-linkable 9gmsrs are pectins and

al gi nadlet 1 rSSE"é“‘?ﬁs(forfedP”@iPaﬁBP'ét yeacand tp abut 9 sese)ds, abpel hseqonds tgakaus Bn,

and V\hé’é/colﬁﬁgtébdmt 3C§éboﬂ9§ k®@BBblitY7 BEcarRI8 brifbodit' RNeRBRAS tPBb6RME 36 NdBEafter
cross-|inkabl e ﬁgers that are cross-linked with nmnonoval ent and bi val ent

net al i”HHd%%{Pf‘s'"toT prabrcayis  HIswPiEiRrrbl¥sthe RIe-RRTtiangchiNB) loges dsdstasctural

al dehygesgritywathi® @it Eﬂt%téﬂoﬁ{ hyseébnb@leraséﬁam;bne ébdmlt stébér%’s t8rHBedi Esdcontide
cross I i nki ng agent is a go yval ent netal sal particularly, a

Hovaflat /ngacands imakout 1 3gecandsa Ayt Gegcands 69139%1%12 %ﬁOP%S 3hguh/ seconds
rmnovaioeéﬁomd diceAl £ oF abBtad s&6Uhds ab taboliBY0 BEcoHRY aftar Mitrvali@iah iRtk dran
salt is particularly suitable for crosslinking certain polysaccharides,
such a$®#¥ctins. Suitable cross-linking agents include, wthout limitation,

cal ci um | actrpé auatéawuum EdthErieRe angabistintiaf WalteoRasIablet EdriEdrEntMhay be
phosphat e, calci umvg: ycerophosphat e, cal ci um hexanet aphosphate, cal cium
hetieh |I:‘?Pr'i‘?

acet at BatuEah| | oﬁ’é?f@ab'yzéh%épmpﬂﬂ?’ﬁ? e blyiEpeoliowds) ¢ direfesaRly, the

cakgi umrgbmrgaé,@ pomdbwgngggorl de, sodium |l actate, sodium acetate, sodium
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P !

chl ori de, 8%%%"Mmthead’faé?fes°'%? a%"'ﬂﬂ'?ﬁﬁ'cé?&‘?@sesp@t ReRICRRST rP{idfer non-
pot assi um bi carbonate, potassiumcitrate, potassium gluconate and
conbi nati ons of these.



Preferably, the pre-portioned product wei ghs about 1.0 gramto about 3.0
granms, and 25 nore preferably about 2.0 grans to about 2.5 grams. The

wei ght i swpredamevat el y based on the amount of tobacco epsedrsemwoesibhe

wei ght of the coating is snmall as conpared to that of the tobacco. In an
enbodi nent, the pre-portioned product ngy be up to about 3.8 cm (about 1.5
I nches) long, up to about 2.5 cm (about 1 inch) in height, and up to about

1.9 cmgfaaBmKable: J&yme.chmsén lefbiidithént, fhieelvgienBbViblet dingtinene4r berfefindd aguct
is flexible, bcgggres& and 30capabl e of conform ng to_the shape of the

oral c&lRsgyinka °'ym3[u"Y"5‘B] Bag notyee tﬁ@ltﬂ"tf‘lav%gssa'ﬂﬂfm&r%ﬂ?é‘é Potable, wpissisghyblen

the coabhRebsalinkedecdnibReRte iIRAILES, withdub Giitbfon, RibrciBRd Redrcth idBHIRRed Osuchis
nat ur al or synt hetic flavor or aroma, such as tobacco, snoke, menthol,

pepper MARHfiedRGH AN, GyiishBHch St BrBIRrabiR; @dasUm: SaRken oM jogvgkaean dum.

! aV§nd%DrdI&hQ@rﬁ| géitan %urﬁofénﬁgseeﬁldérﬁﬁtl\%ngurﬁﬁ h@ﬁuufarnwch.tééaavgﬁ.ﬁn 8¢lkAbs8Sand
appl e, peach, pear, cherr 350range and grapefruit
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salicylate I na [ 042209PCT/ EP2010/ 006195 - 9 -
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phenyl acetic acid, solanone, negastimatrienone - hept anone, benzyl al cohol ,

ci s- 3- RERENpkatie plmers that are %roa%wedmtfbmpem@ﬂ%ﬁpa@'va@f Bletalien B%'H*e The

sequi t @fRERE sIoW%PérlS@é ewithiTBhéritiics HRAIBESIBAINRS tHat ro@éurﬂ%turbﬁmhqasaccanet hol e
i soval eric acid, conmbinations thereof and the |ike coati ng
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such agrgsbmikag basis fpé%ﬁééhaﬁads kA &€ pbdtmsUdsdtdbie bhﬁsmﬁah? %enéwnm%e

chenest hesi s agents inclusion in the coating include, w

i i t attBAut lEiadian Gaiciu dagtptes calkiye ehlerids, ccalcimh tagtalianate. & "Fa'c"émrﬁ%%'ﬂﬁt& I,

al I'i ci galcik BlyB&ropRbdphiate, aaldium aHtstametdphodsHafe, A @A DRE I8 NEalciliMEcaBakAteY
is created via ionic cross-linking. One or more polymers are used to create

a &9 ngralciugy dicarpaqage, c%ad‘f'}"r"n‘gctﬁr\?é‘? Galejum; Bls0BRS 2 SPEMHL ChloRHe. FP@HM lactate,

1. Easysbdium! 868580 bdRAT th®dhate, sodium bicafbthated! diiim rc‘?t?a%é%ocﬁ]ﬁmnﬁfubbﬂatéo
port| ons that break apart in the mouth (this trait a0 sonetines déscri bed
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port | OBRarbonate, pofdsSilifr FAtY, pdm@;urﬁ@ﬂ@aﬁate&na%hibmaﬁoﬁ@aﬁtheééeak apart in
the nouth (such a trait sonetines being terned y-in, |loose-out"), the

wat er - sol ubPEETRGRIYe R Bre- HW@E"%H{RS’H%WeEQESﬁ?SPha@dQF?W fonaboH e g RNG
15% t o nithe prefetabify o2 OlararRa &L abdul 215 granii athe viighithie pfe@sininiiely based on the

amount of tobacco used since the weight of the coating is small as compared to that of the

tobacco. In an embodiment, the pre-portioned product may be up to about 3.8 cm (about

1.5 inches) long, up to about 2.5 cm (about 1 inch) in height, and up to about 1.9 cm (about

0.75 inches) in width. Preferably, the pre-portioned product is flexible, compressible, and
30 capable of conforming to the shape of the oral cavity.

Suitable flavor additives and aromas for inclusion in the coating or the tobacco material
include, but are not limited to, any natural or synthetic flavor or aroma, such as tobacco, smoke,
menthol, peppermint, spearmint, bourbon, scotch, whiskey, cognac, hydrangea, lavender,
chocolate, licorice, citrus and other fruit flavors, such as apple, peach, pear, cherry, plum,

35  orange and grapefruit, gamma octalactone, vanillin, ethyl vanillin, breath freshener flavors, spice

flavors such as cinnamon, clove, nutmeg, sage, anise, and fennel, methyl salicylate, linalool,



a5 solution, and the cross-Ilinkable polymer which forns a substantially

wat er -i nsol ubl e pol ynmer upon cross-linking is included in an anmount of
about 0. 3¥ot0o11@hed 1. 5% by wei ght based on the wei ght eUTIHPR01008610HNY
solution. Once placed in the nmouth, the soluble, non-cross-1inked conponent
di ssol ves. The substantially insol uble,gcross-Iinked conponent is
insufficient to hold the particles of tobacco together, so that the tobacco
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about 67O8S djnlf%Pl%BBM'E‘eQﬁ‘Q Ué‘edE&Qf‘ﬁJ Qating mixture, which tends tg result in a weak coating
that will not provide the pre-portioned product with sufficient structural integrity for user handling
20  when retrieving the product and positioning it in the oral cavity. Using more than about 2.0 wt%
is unnecessary due to the low amount of cross-linkable polymer present, thereby adding
unnecessary cost to the product, and may adversely affect the flavor of the product.
Once the water-soluble component of the coating dissolves, flavors and water are
released into the user's mouth and the pre-portioned product loses its structural integrity so that
25  the tobacco enclosed by the coating is released. The pre-portioned product thus provides both
rapid flavor release and a replication of the experience of using loose moist smokeless tobacco
very soon after insertion into the user's oral cavity.
In addition, due to the presence of relatively small amounts of water-soluble component,
excess water and juice are not released upon disintegration of the pre-portioned product. The
30 combination of polymers in the coating, in the ranges disclosed herein, provides a soft compliant
feel to the tongue and mouth tissues, and dissolves quickly, so that the sensory experience
associated with moist tobacco use is rapid and unencumbered. In addition, because only small
quantities of the substantially water-insoluble cross-linked polymer remain on a small quantity of
the tobacco (that is, only that quantity of tobacco that was actually in contact with the coating)
35 after the pre-portioned product has disintegrated in the user's mouth, the tobacco that disperses

is essentially uncoated. The resulting sensory experience replicates more closely what users



To forma coating, a round bottomflask is charged with 0.38 wt % pectin, 23
wt % dextrin, 0.014 wt % wi ntergreen flavorant, 0.98 wt % pol ysorbate 20 and
bal ance deoanizoackosat er. The mixture is stirred and heatreu/mpeoi@bosivs 50C t o
about 100C to dissolve the polymers and forma 35coating solution. The
coating solution is cooled down to roanmytenperature and then transferred to
a plastic pan. 2.5 g of noist tobacco is first nolded into a tetragonal

shape apsbdt iR ﬁb@pgﬁokme%&éwﬁ%%ﬂd EP2d M Waéﬂe‘?ﬁle .néa.duau&hmééﬁﬁ‘ave

above-descri bed solution. A cross-linking solution of 0.5 wt% cal ci um
| act at B®¢MCORESr is prepared. The coating on the noi st tobacco is then

cross-linkeg Wﬁré‘feFrEG e‘ﬁ{%ﬂﬁnéﬁt %b%aﬁﬁﬁ AR M dBsy Br RREKYOt!tRE tolhd aflith @RA&IC O
into the cross-linking solution. The sanple is exposed in air to evaporate

noi st ule@stiiWe |PolyReraeaTg hysesk tor ﬁ@atﬁ)éﬂeeao#mgstwfte@bacwrﬁpmt theegrating. Hisout
2. 559 belyRRAPHS ndt glsgssmﬁl Sne another, fl’i’eréfbrréntﬁe coafid Q ncf't1 sfuél&'\ﬂh@rpmeom

flask 1s charge Yo pectin, 23 w%dextrin, O.

wi nt er grasigt 'Flr%'\T/‘BY%me@ %k%%"%P‘?F&ﬁ E‘éh%”mtho 1 w% rret hyI par aben and
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Example 2
The procedure described above in Example 1 is repeated, except that no calcium lactate
20  solution is applied to the coated moist tobacco portion.
Example 3
To form a coating, a round bottom flask is charged with 0.38 wt% pectin, 23 wt% dextrin
and balance deionized water. The mixture is stirred and heated to about 50°C to about 100°C
to dissolve the polymers. The coating solution is cooled down to room temperature and then
25  transferred to a plastic pan. 2.5 g of moist tobacco is first molded into a tetragonal shape and
then dipped into the above-described solution. A cross-linking solution of 0.5 wt% calcium
lactate in water is prepared. The coating on the moist tobacco is then cross-linked with the
cross-linking solution by dipping the molded tobacco into the cross-linking solution. The sample
is exposed in air to evaporate moisture until the weight of the coated moist tobacco product
30 reaches about 2.5 g to about 2.8 g.
Example 4
To form a coating, a round bottom flask is charged with 0.38 wt% pectin, 23 wt% dextrin,
0.014 wt% wintergreen flavorant, 0.98 wt% polysorbate 20 and balance deionized water. The
mixture is stirred and heated to about 50°C to about 100°C to dissolve the polymers and form a
36  coating solution. The coating solution is cooled down to room temperature and then transferred

to a plastic pan. 2.5 g of moist tobacco is first molded into a tetragonal shape and then dipped



The procedure described above for Exanple 7 is repeated, except that a
coating solution of 20 wt% nodi fied starch and 1 w% pectin is used.
Exanpl e 90 2011/042209 The procedure descri bed above for EBXaUmAPRE0B0¢185
repeat ed, except that the coated 30portion was further coated with a
coating solution of 0.38 wt% pectin andi223 wt % dextrin after coating with
the nodified starch solution. Exanple 10 The procedure descri bed
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Example 6
The procedure described above for Example 3 is repeated, except that the coating
solution is sprayed onto the molded moist tobacco portion, instead of dipping the portion in the
20  coating solution.
Example 7
The procedure described above for Example 3 is repeated, except that a coating
solution of 15 wt% modified starch (National Starch) and 1 wt% pectin is used, and no cross-
linking solution is used.
25 Example 8
The procedure described above for Example 7 is repeated, except that a coating
solution of 20 wt% modified starch and 1 wt% pectin is used.
Example 9
The procedure described above for Example 8 is repeated, except that the coated
30 portion was further coated with a coating solution of 0.38 wt% pectin and 23 wt% dextrin after
coating with the modified starch solution.
Example 10
The procedure described above for Example 3 is repeated, except that no cross-linking

solution is used.



?0Preferably, the soluble conponent is formed by a non-cross-1inkable
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20 Preferably, the soluble component is formed by a non-cross-linkable polymer. As used
herein, the term "non-cross-linkable" denotes that the material does not become crosslinked to
a significant extent when subjected to conditions that cross-link the insoluble component. Also
preferably, the insoluble component is formed by a chemically, cross-linkable polymer reacted
with a cross-linking agent. The polymers of the soluble component and insoluble component

’5  may be natural or synthetic. Preferably the polymers are hydrocolloids. More preferably, the
polymers are polysaccharides.

In a preferred embodiment, the cross-linking agent is a monovalent metal ion salt or
bivalent metal ion salt.

Suitable non-chemically-cross-linkable polymers include, without limitation, starch,

30 dextrin, gum arabic, guar gum, chitosan, cellulose, polyvinyl alcohol, polylactide, gelatin, soy
protein, and whey protein.

Suitable chemically, cross-linkable polymers include, without limitation, alginate, pectin,
carrageenan, and modified polysaccharides with crosslinkable functional groups. The preferred
cross-linkable polymer is alginate.

35 While, both monovalent and bivalent metal ion salts may be used, preferably a bivalent

metal ion salt is used. Suitable bivalent metal ion salts include, without limitation, calcium



15 hold the tobacco within the coating through the duration of tobacco use.
The coating provides a soft conpliant feel to the tongue and nouth tissues.
Because twe 28nl04bioe conponent of the coating di ssol ves quir@rkyio/004195 sensory
experience associated with noist tobacco use is rapid and unencunbered.
Once the sol ubl e component of the superyghydrated menbrane coating dissol ves
or 20 disintegrates, additional noisture and/or flavors are released into
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of veg®he or plant fibers or particles, such as particles of shreds of
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the size and anpunt of pores in the coating, can be control %ﬁn@ﬂée
si ze oPSEIRAIERMER Maistdabacgowsers tarid awl unaneuRdRifshent di ssol ves may be
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containing two 15 different polyners dissolved in water. Preferably, a
cheni c 8KP§riencedathejyseEbl e pol ymer and a non-cross-1inkabl e pol ymer are
used. In BeferdREd @m&auﬁaﬁaﬁe%uaé\twd@étbu nsa?ﬁ%rah@éoaﬁlgtrﬁaf BE Br&ﬁd&ﬁ\w um

ions, the calciumions prefer abI cross-link with the cross-1inkab
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20 when the coating is exposed to a cross-Ilinking agent, an outer skin or
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Preferably, the shells/skins are forned di sconti nuous, cross-|inkable

pol ymefoUieh heenaing the Polyear Ao @Pb@lgaqﬁoﬁ'ﬁg?oﬁr@nwpmmqrna beteéaras thg coating
t herei gy ndtrst.&mwérﬁﬂhégﬁomg%ﬁ%%d frohea s&rk@gatahatplaéeolm tHehBodth! m form ng

polémer solution is 5 about 5 wt%to about 20 wt % polyner in the
tion. MISE toPageer BBtSfial May ke mERvdeLN By stitakie f<frm nNElLAiRg hress ondier

sol uti eartiRfesiof t&s&% Iém}Nb%)Fdéeé’Mtbbéco% mhfrialks, S0éh R9LYITRIe SQERIEEBE puitdd h

t he balance belng
tobacco, or ground tobacco processed tobacco stems, such as cut-rolled or cut-puffed stems,

reconstituted tobacco materials, blends thereof, and the life. Genetically modified tobacco may

also be used.



The concentration of the polymer solution determ nes the thickness of the
coati ng nenbrane. The thickness of the coating can in turn affect how

qui ckly twe 2enalodbdoe conmponent 30 of the coating di ssol Pe3I/EPR0IA/0NEESF " S
nmouth. The coating is a noist, gel-like coating when fornmed and the

noi stness is preferably retained until-qgse. Preferably, the coated tobacco
product is hernetically sealed in suitable packaging to prevent noisture in

t he tobacco syafioRaiy, tidtobacud MYRPar @y Ao include a suppleinehti® ameaht 6fdelgetable
peel ed of f of the tobacﬁo pr oﬂuct and conpl et el

( y dried, the coati i
S5pr of OF AT THS5ROr PAEEm 5Nt REMEIRS RRSRIOEIO! REHes. pradienr Jaky bekinier e
coat i ngellBoi@NMMrel Mendsthedf and theSikabout 0. 08 mmto about 0.14 mmthick. In
a nost preferred enbo inen%r,@dsﬁ\‘/gégll/ 042209PCT/ EP2010/ 00619 16 - the

coat i ng whenl" OBRHAMBRAE giates membrane 15pakNg nstcrsﬂtsal%a IRDIG, GroSE

t hag t RkiA@a0nRDrinore Polynitre BEELGsdditolRete 28Ingl WyeF, ahiRaherhBiank tdalind1b@dt a
noi sture content . n a preferred enbodi nent, the weight of the

N
coat i n§ORIBPT AdARASPEMAIeHRli ed i s about 0.013 g for a coated tobacco product

wei ghi ng abaonta grefer@d dribsdriéntaat multit@nipRneRt pdyméheodtiag aohthind bt RagPaied
t obacco Product welsghl n(t:j about 2.5 g, when the c%gtl ng 1s at the preferred
moi st uP8YEHE Entsadssoy gt thegprpgegies of the supgrihypraterh MERIPrafk CoRINc SEChas &8 al

with tRgtefof d¥sbiation B4 PRl sy ¥BindSatholint @f porek @ el doakingl TahbeCsdRtiided Wi th a
cross-linking solution incl udltlréaé{%&%mnoval ent netal i val ent

ion salt or a
met@l ion sdl'€ SiZEyptRe BPEH| Grea dE%-SP'PH'IQiW&‘@&PUR&B?P?‘@@M‘&W?aitered by
bi val ephttamirRy the @Batr®y ih-subfatway & ©rerlLide thikelubledssinpdriziet RBHnHOIhEeram spots
i ncludes cal cium |l actate, which is commonly used in the food, i ndustrP/. I n
one enBBHiMERtaN ANOUIHE that HRF%&‘%%‘P'EFP'?GH%PQ”%”%JW o MAYANG Rore g f 2
sol uti @asired size. The tobacco product is then exposed to air or patted dry
to evaporat? excess noi sture. The tobacco product is not dried extensively,
so that the 'RFePMRpdMantoPacRa Mptedl 43 Predningh sEQivtonc gentaing two
By 16isi @gfelpéntpolyniers-dissesed| ih bl € PRsTbians), aaibriicallyosdss-linkedR Bolp@ley @b, a
t he porosit anﬂ streng{gh of the super-hydrated nmenbrane coating can be
cont r oMPBErOSSIINKARIE PRENET af¥SeH ssol ution rate of the resul ting

super - hydr atgdat@sThioat olssRad inatLraigNcdiainé saKkL Sudty agresiciut Ras! the kGG ibes
Erbodi REAPraBHCAES BsH A ecoESTEDEOS AL 9B T b GOna 0P el o BBInFRRIcEde
pol ymegoatiigebedcatheytobhtd Mapial hh®Been contacted with the two polymer solution. Later,
20 when the coating is exposed to a cross-linking agent, an outer skin or shell can form on the
coating. The inner and outer skins or shells provide a moisture barrier for the tobacco and the
soluble portion of the coating. Preferably, the shells/skins are formed of a discontinuous, cross-
linkable polymer with regions of the non-cross-linkable polymer incorporated therein.
In a preferred embodiment, the concentration of the film forming polymer solution is
25  about 0.5 wt% to about 20 wt% polymer in the solution. Most preferably, the concentration of
the film forming polymer solution 30 is about 1 wt% to about 1.5 wt% of the polymer
components with the balance being water.
The concentration of the polymer solution determines the thickness of the coating
membrane. The thickness of the coating can in turn affect how quickly the soluble component
30 of the coating dissolves in a user's mouth. The coating is a moist, gel-like coating when formed
and the moistness is preferably retained until use. Preferably, the coated tobacco product is
hermetically sealed in suitable packaging to prevent moisture in the tobacco and coating from
evaporating.
If the coating is peeled off of the tobacco product and completely dried, the coating is
35 preferably about 0.02 mm to about 1.0 mm thick. More preferably, when the coating is

completely dried, it is about 0.08 mm to about 0.14 mm thick. In a most preferred embodiment,



of cross-linked polymer in the coating is 60 ww%to 70 wt % In
anot her enbodi nent, the polynmer solution and the cross-Ilinking solution can
be patterweadpiioMeropri nted, or sprayed onto the tobacco watrareal/opsies ormto
forma network having a sol ubl e conponent and an insol ubl e conponent. The
pol ymer solution may include a 25 cheniqgal |y, cross-linkable polynmer and a
non-cr oss-1inkabl e polynmer. Alternatively, the polyner solution may include
a i NGl G GiHehYoorfliaASh drieB At PO VARY tnick! AL rBuRY B GRel Bat R cdating 380
the cross-li1nking solution may be selectively sprayed to [eave sone
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non- t olsardustesbwitie accrerstlinkingl splutiontinmiudiag a inmnovaleat/metal jont ssiitaar cobivalemtonetab
may be;gxijiacted fromthe tobacco WO 2011/042209PCT/ EP2010/ 006195 - 17 -
based material in order to nodify the tobacco flavor character to initial
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of t he Tbedehasgo product is Mytedried| @xtatisivglye satpatdie superehydnied coatingdretaies adigh
meaat 1 idi e onfdly aspects of the enbodi nments di scl osed herein. 10Exanple
11 To Pc_)rrh a super - hydr ated nenbrane coating by ionic cross-Iinking
of two bi op@yyusing both a pandresstlinsable |redkmerandch grapsdinkibla pphiney, Hegporasity,
0.5 ¢ r d § I OR T ] S I a

neat oa T Sead oo ber Moo Rief et Eing oo, B MBI £ol et |
was codissdutigwrate of theorestlbing superdhysiratad merebrane gasting eardbe alteredi kysmodifyirg.
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t obaccgs wasshihesy Iﬁﬁér'ih itﬁgt(gcgiaé%qgﬁsd W40 Yo Wit cross-1inking solution. The

sanpl e was exposed 1n alr porate noisture until the weight of the
coat ed noi sin taoptes crppasiuent, e delineaibenittion. andy the cagrsdinkingg sejutigry cam depl e
12 = j Wola]l - i nkji ng
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solution may include a single chemically, cross-linkable polymer. When a single polymer is
used, the cross-linking solution may be selectively sprayed to leave some portions of the
coating non-cross-linked and soluble. The soluble component of the coating may dissolve,
leaving a porous network of insoluble component in place to maintain coherence of the tobacco

30 material, while allowing the free flow of saliva in the user's mouth.
In an embodiment, the process may be automated. For instance, the coating step may
occur via spraying the polymer solution and the cross-linking solution alternately onto a
preformed portion of tobacco material to create a cross-linked, thin, super-hydrated membrane
coating of a desired thickness.
35 In an embodiment, tobacco-based polymers may be substituted for non-tobacco sourced

materials in the coating. Flavorful tobacco compounds may be extracted from the tobacco



25 plastic pan. A cross-linking solution of 2.0 wt% calcium|lactate in

wat er was created. 2.5 g of noist tobacco was first nolded into a

rect angulwo 28hiae20and t hen di pped into the above descri lpet/erodiotodaans The
coating on the noist tobacco was then cross-linked with the 2.0 wt %
cross-1inking solution. The sanple was{gxposed in air to evaporate noisture
until the weight of the coated noist tobacco product reached about 2.5 g to
about  BagkdImatéiaX HBider 1@ modify the tdadcorflvar Eht8EeN Y Initla th-FRIUEH @RSerfedRb] NY
by ionic cross-linkin bi opol yners, a round bottom fl ask was charged
wit h 1Howgver @F%‘?%he%r%’“ﬁné%‘}m}ﬁ%?@% and 98.5 nl of deionized water. The
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bi opol yners. The sol ution was cool ed down to roomtenperature and
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solution. The sanple was exposed in air to evaporate noisture until the
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r eAdvabkdmeletiZched to the portions 20 202. |ndividual portions 202 are
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portions 202. The base tape which is preferably not oral d|ﬁoyabl e)
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rigid than the material of the wapper. The base tape maléthe attached to
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pouches, the pouches of the Tlexible strip my have a unitary per as
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30 Example 13

To form a super-hydrated membrane coating by ionic cross-linking of two biopolymers, a
round bottom flask was charged with 1.0 g alginate, 0.5 g soy protein and 98.5 ml of deionized
water. The mixture was stirred and heated to about 50°C to about 100°C to dissolve the
biopolymers. The solution was cooled down to room temperature and then transferred to a

35  plastic pan. A cross-linking solution of 2.0 wt% calcium lactate was prepared. 2.5 g of moist

tobacco was first molded into a rectangular shape and then dipped into the above described



As illustrated in FIG 2B, the portions may be discrete, and, in the case
of pouches, the pouches may be individually wapped pouches (Ilacking a
uni tary wepperossivar ed by the pouches). The base tape f ecirlErb@bsssibhe
presentation of individual portions in the formof a flexible strip
conprising a plurality of portions of _SIrgakeI ess tobacco in a serial

relationship (FIG 552B). As used herein, "individually wapped" refers a
pouchesidoBlyther ls8itigh © TR 'cbtirty o@wmeet OBR DAL W?ﬁﬁ%@%ﬂh@%aﬁ%

19 - wherein the individual pouches are not connecte ei r wrapper, but
i nst ea@r98spinking gelutien. Ahe sREPIga¥Es exnsed in air to evrar@ratreéwﬁue gntil the welght of
por ti Ofe ¥didy ﬁﬂbk@iﬁb%@c@ﬁr%%p&ﬁ%chéﬂ%ogpig%'w@h?@%’?ﬁer (details of which
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renove 5 individual portions fromthe base tape. Preferably, the portions
ar es suiFiaibe S$thp &rﬁb_m,gyg@%bbgggedr ately upon renoval fromthe base
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pl acement i A figsblepstrp. Inmlusigsprepleralipl i Ranorsa ok smgielassntobaeca rin s tseripbn
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the tape but that shift fromone side to the other ongthe of "the
tape, QKPRleppiefesablythere it o saeandastyeappen Guehas e5pHedY NYesites Qidhe houchhe
base t ¢ | e, green may
Tl ca e B o e T o1 ow ¢ hat 1 e
portions refRIeNs My baremavag fipat thethage trne hyohand eryi ysingrthe lips godfor teeth.
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unitary w apper, nanel ¥1 a one-plece wapper s har ed ches,
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thes | agas eaé.@doee@aschéd Péhaht 8hsd o ernltﬁ@%ae er ﬁ&*aené hsmh&'aese?ﬁ.rd.sg,orv%e

pouches nmay optionally be separated from each perfora
connecE?3i9otne| ARG BIRYISRtoRAN b&dﬁ&@é‘h?“%’rﬁh?cﬂﬁ’glons tothe baseders €pr xampie,

secti Ofhz frtichsUhay BE Wridd 8 BRY bR UUESNaRdlb AL RIRsiVBRSGIiaS: (kaywe rounded

junctions between the individual pouches, the pouches havi ng rounded
corners. AcV¥edi thgl Rertiansarenpauchas.ahedtouches ob triliexiblersian smayf havgea unitary

i ndi vi kaﬁpep%'@ﬁ@ﬁﬁé?ﬂ\&@in'arnﬁ'|ﬁtﬁsttr'a% |hrFIGh§Am?1I’(§h2/Qfals% myﬁrlo@ﬁroﬁwr ed
to conventional angl ed corners. Illustrating an enbodi nment
30 optional perforation 204 in a section of unrtary wrapper between pouches.

As illustrated in FIG. 2B, the portions may be discrete, and, in the case of pouches, the
pouches may be individually wrapped pouches (lacking a unitary wrapper shared by the
pouches). The base tape facilitates the presentation of individual portions in the form of a
flexible strip comprising a plurality of portions of smokeless tobacco in a serial relationship (FIG.

35 2B). As used herein, "individually wrapped" refers a pouches in a flexible strip of pouches



WO 2011/ 042209PCT/ EP2010/ 006195 - 20 - with a unitary w apper, lines 301
denot e seans between individual pouches in the flexible strip, while dashed
| i nes 302varel11ydeodr ati ons at junctions between the pou®REEP24HIOES he
junctions are rounded so that, upon detaching, the individual pouches have
rounded corners. A | ap-seal ed edge (nottgshown) is shared by the pouches. In
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edge, al so running horizontally along the flexible strip. A et hod
of nakaEPQ§ﬁéaWQGaq ble strip of pouches of snokel ess tobacco includes
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f ood- grade adhesive to a base tape to obtain a flexible strip of pouches of
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remaining before the end of the flexible strip. Preferably, the visual indicator spans the entire

25  length of the tape, however optionally the visual indicator may exist only near the end of the
tape, for example at the final 30%, 20%, 10% of the tape. The visual indicator may include any
combination of the above features.

In a preferred embodiment, pouches are wrapped with a unitary wrapper, namely a one-
piece wrapper shared by all of the pouches, so that the lap-sealed edge is shared by all of the

30 pouches. Preferably, the lap-sealed edge is parallel to the length of the flexible strip. The
pouches may optionally be separated from each other by a perforated connection or junction
between adjacent portions.

Preferably, in sections of a unitary wrapper between adjacent pouches have rounded
junctions between the individual pouches, the pouches having rounded corners. Accordingly,

35 when separated, the rounded corners of the individual pouches reduce irritation in the mouth of

a consumer as compared to conventional angled corners. In FIG. 3 illustrating an embodiment



- 21 - with an enbodinent illustrated in FIG 4, show ng di spenser 401 and
flexible strip of portions of snokel ess tobacco 402. Arrows depict the
novenent WO 20H¢042308xi bl e strip as it i s advanced thr ougRCTHP2Q09pENSer by
thunb 404 while the dispenser is gripped with fingers 404. Preferably,
portions may detached fromthe base tape-with one hand while hol ding the

di spenser with the 5other hand, or alternatively detached by using the |lips
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dissolvable coating on the surface thereof; (d) adhering the portions of smokeless tobacco to a

base tape to obtain a flexible strip of portions of smokeless tobacco removably attached to the

base tape.
30
Dispenser of the Flexible Strip
The flexible strip may preferably be provided with a pocket-sized dispenser. Such a
dispenser preferably acts as a package to contain the flexible strip. The flexible strip is
preferably coiled within the dispenser.
35 The dispenser may be adapted to be held with one hand while advancing the flexible

strip through the dispenser with the same hand, for example with the thumb of the same hand,



rel ati onship and each sized to fit in the nouth, and a base tape renovably
attached to the plurality of portions, and a pocket-sized di spenser housing

t he fl exiwbeostosp@oi n a coiled form wher ei pcrh2aliospanser and
flexible strip are adapted to allow a consuner to separate 10i ndi vi dual
portions fromthe base tape. 2. A pockat-sized di spenser accordi ng to
claim1, wherein the individual portions conprise:

col | eclyitAmndmbARAEROIIRAHA LINIGAY, Sifihg e@b&h@r l4p1 el fRSBIE SYip 2 BQﬁ%hQGf
conprising a water-sol ubl e non-crosslinked conponent and a substantially

wat er - SMOEEIaBS tobeser F92. | Arpwel deBich e movemem potheeliexdle &iiripg fei§sidvanced
accor dihgudiPinel ddpdnder Hmﬁﬁfbrh&hﬁhlleqﬁé Hlsgé'ﬁéerpéjéﬁ (Pé‘@ﬁmﬁpmﬁe'rssﬁm Preferably,

pouches attached to the base tape wt adhesi ve he pouches

conpr i HPRIGNS MAvedatachaddirelr doe base &%&@d"“tmo%@ ma@‘gwhﬁ%hﬁ‘@m @e\d'%w@?r With theat
| eagt %ﬂ\eerlhgﬁd or%ﬁ@ﬂaﬁ@el?g%che&’by OsiRg HeQlpsHnéRs tebitgpenser according to

claim1 '3, Wherein the portions are suitable for placenent in a nouth
of a consunérrhel dipRamsgE él%y eQIBRrisce vy Al three mieqes. bedleexpele. twsdispenser may

pocket ¢ginpRek ﬂbé&@é@ﬁ;ﬁné&qﬁﬁétﬂbp%nﬁ%pﬂ@ﬂ(all?fln&uc?é H¥hird 6lecélsué’l‘h§§ §is w&lh@rnb?ose

tape remains 1 ntact upon renoval of 'individual portions. 6.A pocket-sized

di spendeld the fexibiersgin: ooatmnaﬂy. toe Aexile Btrings iposiveinn therdiwpepsgie t ape

conpri ses ambsa@;kedseﬁlp@@&%fmo%@ 5 QefhOPLNE GvEHPtAd Yp&hingVid 'vﬂﬁ@h the
remai ning in the di spenser pocket -si zed di sp enser accord %g‘l
N9 ne

cl 4P m Bexiblecstrin is dispensed ydiereindne ee\er Iw'ﬁna%@pb?cea%lg@ﬁan the qu\@edw
that i a.seené.h@uguc% Qrco%reoraaea%t to rﬁamﬁ\lrpf?@é?ﬁ{eﬁ bEfd tehadegnser according to

claim6 or 7, wherein the visual 1ndicator 35conprises two or nore col ors.

In embodiments including a base tape, the dispenser optionally is adapted to receive
excess or waste base tape (for example, base tape from which one or more portions have been
removed). Excess or waste base tape may be reinserted into the same opening in the

15  dispenser from which the flexible strip with base tape is dispensed, or optionally the dispenser
may include a second opening adapted to receive the excess or waste base tape.

Preferably, the dispenser may be made of paperboard and/or plastic, however other
suitable materials can be used. Preferably, all sides of the dispenser are available for display of
printed messages.

20 The dispenser optionally includes a portion adapted to aid a consumer in removing a
portion from the base tape, for example a protrusion of the dispenser adapted to assist in
removing a portion by shearing when a shear force is applied by a consumer (for example, with
a thumb or finger).

Al of the above-mentioned references are herein incorporated by reference in their

25 entirety to the same extent as if each individual reference was specifically and individually
indicated to be incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

Although the invention has been described with reference to particular embodiments and
examples, it should be understood that various modifications can be made without departing
from the spirit of the invention. The various parts of the disclosure including the abstract,

30 summary, and the title are not to be construed as limiting the scope of the present invention, as
their purpose is to enable the appropriate authorities, as well as the general public, to quickly
determine the general nature of the invention. Unless the term “means” is expressly used, none
of the features or elements recited herein should be construed as means-plus-function
limitations. Accordingly, the invention is limited only by the claims.

35



WO 2011/ 042209PCT/ EP2010/ 006195 - 23 - 9. A pocket-sized di spenser
according to claim®6, 7 or 8, wherein the visual indicator conprises

nuner al s.wok011/0d2macket - si zed di spenser accordi ng to anpcofEpediaionsmod to 9,
wherein the visual indicator 5is provided only near the end of the base
tape. 11. A pocket-sized dispenser aceggrding to any preceding claim
wherein a side of the portions opposite the base tape is free of a
secondgiymeapper. 1012. A pocket -si zed di spenser according to claim 3,
wher ei n: a food-grade adhesive attaches the pouches to the base
tape, and the pouches are individually wapped, and wherein the

wr appek opt i\QRRkLbisi EpSHRer Wﬁﬁ’ aQlexiBRY &9 bf ForfibRy OF Phbkelcds |téit§5h%Eo sf%%d t%\fit

softeni ng agent, a browning I nhibitor, or a coloring agent.
pocket insthe arputh, peepsisingaccor di ng to claim 3, wherein: a food-grade

adhgsi ve at %aﬁéléﬁﬁﬁté?ﬁp %H%E%tgtg pil&IRASE pBﬁ‘igﬁs GNEmbkedy %H%%E? 9% é*&%pal
plurality of pouches iIs a unilary wapper and the at |east one [ap-sealed
edge i elfioaskin and eaeh pizad dpifityin die praviheand arasedane reingvabiy afleelgseto the

opt i ongy it W,{- s,gye or nore of a flavorant, a liner, a softening
agent, aa %r)}c:) I né‘ﬁﬁhﬁi itor, or a coloring agent. 14. A pocket -si zed

di spenser a@docketriizedslisnemiser h@isingribe dpxiblelséripiorceriledderen,adapt ed to be
separ abl e vj ; i in i e i r
p \/\/i’\eﬁlelrpg}géc g{s?%ﬁ&r%r&nﬁmlé)@tr@kaer?_agi%géfgnl Movh BcIHILARF éo %@gﬁét?gfae

bet ween ad] acent ons. 15. A po spenser accor di
cl ¥ m mgividyabpetianssemitoe basd tapee uni tary w apper between adj acent portions
have rounded junctions between individual pouches so that the pouches have
rounded corners. 30 16. A pocket-sized di spenser according to claim 2,
wher ei B: t h& pesket-wizes dispersepacesrding againt1.0vhesaipdhe indivigual pordines esmprige:
POl yer's cOMPY [ &S cidifiby G flcbS parfilds {A1°1aR8E tahiallySeAUBHL by' 8 E6RH"
intact in a user's nouth.

comprising a water-soluble non-crosslinked component and a substantially water-insoluble

15 cross-linked polymer.

3. A pocket-sized dispenser according to claim 1, wherein the individual portions comprise:
pouches attached to the base tape with a food-grade adhesive, the pouches
comprising smokeless tobacco enclosed in a water-permeable wrapper with at least one lap-

20 sealed edge.

4, A pocket-sized dispenser according to claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein the portions are suitable

for placement in a mouth of a consumer immediately upon removal from the base tape.

5 5. A pocket-sized dispenser according to any of claims 1 to 4, wherein the base tape

remains intact upon removal of individual portions.

6. A pocket-sized dispenser according to any of claims 1 to 5, wherein the base tape

comprises a visual indicator adapted to depict a quantity of portions remaining in the dispenser.
30

7. A pocket-sized dispenser according to claim 6, wherein the visual indicator comprises a

diagonally-extending line that is continuous or stepped.

8. A pocket-sized dispenser according to claim 6 or 7, wherein the visual indicator

35  comprises two or more colors.



WO 2011/ 042209PCT/ EP2010/ 006195 - 24 - 17. A pocket-si zed di spenser
according to claim2, wherein: the portions are free of a fabric or paper
wr apper; WOe0ni04298 pol yners conpri ses a pol ysacchari dePCAFR291800¢8Ft i on i s
adapted to break up after insertion in the user's nmouth. 5 18. A

pocket - si zed di spenser according to cl-@3m 16 or 17, wherein the portions
conprise a hunectant or a flavorant or a conbination thereof. 19. A

pocket gsi zed gb&iEEREd APePEE BgcdraingNy Eaiec&dimer 8l aihereifipe alisual dicator
di spenser 10conprises two or three pieces. 20. A pocket-sized dispenser
accor dPHPPEESAMSSAlEcedi ng claim wherein the flexible strip is |oose
within the di spenser or the dispenser conprises a spiral form holding the
flexible strip. 1521. A pocket-sized di spenser accordi ng to any preceding
clai m &her & PPq(ﬁtes'ﬁ%‘EJngf‘s’@Pr Bermring &2 PerRITRE1 18 % BhEreB e Y EHGRPVi a
whi gh {dmolibex bRl dest thelendof thespastsiage. Wherein the cover is optionally
repl aceabl e over the opening follow ng dispensing. 22. A pocket-sized

di spenser according to any preceding claim wherein the dispenser
alconpri ses g phéreit-sized Oisprhalt @dcoraingl t ang PresEdig cRirh & WREHM 22 siier bf &
fromthe base tape. 23. A pocket-sized di spenser according to any

pr eced PAGIORT APPRSItRARS Base @Pgb%fﬁ%"ePf?§e‘%9ﬂ‘§ﬁ’fyé’HaPBerr eceive the base tape from
whi ch one or nore portions have been renpoved. ?524. A nethod of neking a

flexible strip of pouches of snokel ess tobacco, the nethod conprising:
10 12 A pocket-sized dispenser according to claim 3, wherein:

a food-grade adhesive attaches the pouches to the base tape, and the pouches are
individually wrapped, and

wherein the wrapper optionally comprises one or more of a flavorant, a liner, a softening
agent, a browning inhibitor, or a coloring agent.

15
13. A pocket-sized dispenser according to claim 3, wherein:

a food-grade adhesive attaches the pouches to the base tape, and the wrapper of the
plurality of pouches is a unitary wrapper and the at least one lap-sealed edge is shared by the
plurality of pouches, and

20 wherein the wrapper optionally comprises one or more of a flavorant, a liner, a softening

agent, a browning inhibitor, or a coloring agent.

14. A pocket-sized dispenser according to claim 13, wherein the pouches are adapted to be
separable via a perforated connection in a section of the unitary wrapper between adjacent
25  portions.

15. A pocket-sized dispenser according to claim 13, wherein sections of the unitary wrapper
between adjacent portions have rounded junctions between individual pouches so that the
pouches have rounded corners.
30
16. A pocket-sized dispenser according to claim 2, wherein:
the portions are free of a fabric or paper wrapper;
one of the polymers comprises a polysaccharide; and

the portion is adapted to remain intact in a user's mouth.
35



conbi ning portions of snokel ess tobacco with a water-perneabl e wapper;
fol ding the wapper around the portions to encl ose the snokel ess tobacco;
seal i ng oppasimg2mwdges of the wapper with a | ap seal tecrtmpoipouabes of
snokel ess 30t obacco; and adhering the pouches of snokel ess tobacco
wi th a food-grade adhesive to a base tape to obtain a flexible strip of
pouches of snokel ess tobacco renovably attached to the base tape. WO

2011/ 04?2093\%&&2@2&@%@ accbrding &oclaifh PBAMEinaccording to cl ai m 24,

wher ei n: he sealing forms a flexible strip of pouches of snokel ess
t obacco sepﬁ?eamrﬁion%?fﬁé@el afalrig OrRaPEEWERRPSRshi p and shari ng a unitary

wr appi ng an@n%ﬁfh@ﬂbl}n‘i@s'céﬂmﬁé‘é’d sao@mhaﬁdeﬂaaaed by individual pouches
separably joined in serial relationship. 5.26. A nmethod according to

cl ai m 25, fUﬁM‘O%ﬁrﬁﬁaP?idﬁ@ break up afteginsegipnin g ¥sRESIHAMBer to form
rounded junctions between the individual pouches, the pouches havi ng
rounded corners. 1026. A net hod according to claim25 or further
conpri 4Bng: AcRecket-siged isPonssr iasarding tPKga'W%ﬁ)B'eW H%"ﬂ%@ﬁh? pertioRgicompriae a

pouchegym@BtantforBiiaRfar of AlcBhitthatien Hefbdn 25, 26 or 27, further conprising:
combining the flexible strip of pouches of snokeless tobacco with a

pocket - si zed 15di spenser. 27. A method according to claim24, further

conpri §5Ng: ACHbEReR Szl Cdi¥feMRBE ack&tding OB SRy Iphetadird @laint - Wharme dhd URAS
2028. A net hodHaccor gl ng I%% cl alar% 24, bmhergr??fghe r‘pyvloué:1 hes are suitable f%rr

pl & enboMpPiisestweRitiregPiegseeonsumer i medi atel y upon renoval fromthe base
tape. 29. A nethod according to claim?24 or 28, wherein the base tape

remai ns i ntact upon , ) ) ) i ] o
20. A pocket-sized dispenser according to any preceding claim, wherein the flexible strip is

loose within the dispenser or the dispenser comprises a spiral form holding the flexible strip.

15 21. A pocket-sized dispenser according to any preceding claim, wherein the dispenser
comprises a removable cover of an opening via which the flexible strip is dispensed, wherein

the cover is optionally replaceable over the opening following dispensing.

22. A pocket-sized dispenser according to any preceding claim, wherein the dispenser

20 comprises a protrusion adapted to aid a consumer in removing a portion from the base tape.

23. A pocket-sized dispenser according to any preceding claim, wherein dispenser is

adapted to receive the base tape from which one or more portions have been removed.

5 24 A method of making a flexible strip of pouches of smokeless tobacco, the method
comprising:
combining portions of smokeless tobacco with a water-permeable wrapper;
folding the wrapper around the portions to enclose the smokeless tobacco;
sealing opposing edges of the wrapper with a lap seal to form pouches of smokeless
30 tobacco; and
adhering the pouches of smokeless tobacco with a food-grade adhesive to a base tape

to obtain a flexible strip of pouches of smokeless tobacco removably attached to the base tape.



renoval of individual pouches. 25 30. A nethod according to claim 24, 28
or 29, wherein the base tape conprises a visual indicator adapted to depi ct
a quant i twoabiymapmbes remai ni ng before an end of the fl exrhpeo®ionéps 31. A
met hod according to claim30, wherein the visual indicator conprises a

di agonal | y- 30extending line that is cegtinuous or stepped. 32. A nethod
according to claim30 or 31, wherein the visual indicator conprises two or

more cekorsa mmgg;gdrgﬁgggggngﬁpagg@(,po6195 - 26 - 34. A nethod

according to any clains 30 t wherein the visual indicator is
provi ded onfhg ?ﬁfﬁf‘g tfcf‘f@séﬁe’ﬂl?'etsﬁ@ B%%Qé’cf‘ﬁfb@f smaeeless taRGrOFeRAERMINICHGLIB a

cl ai m &ridprelatidhshl é‘rldaér{ﬁﬁné’% &rﬁtaﬁﬂwr%ﬂg%n@ v?ne?énﬂ%é’fapté?féléhoétfd@§ SRR t e
the base tape is free of a secondar . A nmethod according to

y. w
cl ai m Pdividugr PRRANEE SAPRTPBIVHYNED fo? APIHRY r?'ﬁ@”ﬁh'ém bI e strip of pouches of
snokel ess tobacco with a pocket-sized dispenser, wherein the di spenser
conprises two or three pieces. 10 37. A nethod according to claim24 or
36, fu?@herAd'Bﬂ‘ﬁPi’@F%d@@ﬁ@FH’ﬂ@ﬁWéhﬁ'l@E“Rflsé‘gstr| p of pouches of snokel ess

tobacco W t Bieacu Pl Wiap Egr & fFRANSERdedIRERING BdtREédPhie Mlvidual Eoué?fé%ethe
wi thin the dispenser or the dispenser conprises a spiral form holding the

f 1 exi bPeUEepingVingsa@Id&diROMMASE. according to claim24, 36 or 37, further
conprising combining the flexible strip of pouches of smokel ess t obacco

W th a ocket -si zed di spenser, wherein the dispenser conprises a renovable
col@r 86 anAdpetiPA geeardinge slaim 128 o 28xfUBhe” camArisings di spensed, wherein the

cover 'S OPEicRNAY bé!rfér%f?éﬁ&iﬁ%é ﬁ/rébf%"r bbRReARINBFidual psehBg, di spensi ng.
2039. A net hod according to claim?24, 36, 37 or 38, further conprising

combining the flexible strip of pouches of snokel ess tobacco with a
pocket 261 zed HithBE BeEIrdinYE cRiM 26N%6 8F SPSNRART comprising:

combining the flexible strip of pouches of smokeless tobacco with a pocket-sized

15  dispenser.

27. A method according to claim 24, further comprising:

cutting the wrapper to produce individually-wrapped pouches.

20 28. A method according to claim 24, wherein the pouches are suitable for placement in a

mouth of a consumer immediately upon removal from the base tape.

29. A method according to claim 24 or 28, wherein the base tape remains intact upon

removal of individual pouches.

30. A method according to claim 24, 28 or 29, wherein the base tape comprises a visual

indicator adapted to depict a quantity of pouches remaining before an end of the flexible strip.

31. A method according to claim 30, wherein the visual indicator comprises a diagonally-

30 extending line that is continuous or stepped.

32, A method according to claim 30 or 31, wherein the visual indicator comprises two or

more colors.

35 33 A method according to claim 30, 31 or 32, wherein the visual indicator comprises

numerals.



conprises a protrusion adapted to aid a consuner in renoving a pouch from
the base tape. 40. A nethod according to claim?24, 36, 37, 38 or 39,
further cwopoigi4emoconbi ning the 25 flexible strip of peorhrsoohoamkel ess
tobacco with a pocket-sized di spenser, wherein the dispenser is adapted to
recei ve base tape from which one or margg _pouches have been renpved. 41. A
met hod according to claim24, wherein the wapper conprises one or nore of
a 30f | ayor an{ metnddi RbrdifPld 87 BOCIABRNE0 16 38! ANEeMOthe Vil 'ir@l'foatd?rls%rowded
coloring agent. WO 2011/ 042209PCT/ EP2010/ 006195 - 27 - 42. A nethod of
maki ng°a|Yfﬂeé‘kF"lﬂ%‘ds‘?frth$)b%ﬁetﬁB?t| ons of snokel ess tobacco, the nethod
conprising: formng portions of tobacco particles into units of a

pre-portioned tobacco material; contacting the units of pre-portioned
t obacc85mat é msthoﬂn%orélwptciam&%r?éwf &gwe%aé to 34.9vareiRg Yée ot thepouches

Conpr'%ba&s.@m@bsgeﬁa%@h@e 6P BOGSHAERAR ?e@ross | i nkabl e pol ymer conponent
which forns a substantially water-i nsol ubl e pol ymer upon cross-linking, to

forma coating of on the units of pre-portioned tobacco naterial;

cr 0ss- kpnki g ko ra@é&ﬁlnbniﬁaéiaﬁqq P&y, yﬁyﬁheﬂ BohBﬁsuﬁ?%H!ﬂnﬁg) thOTRXBR "strﬁb“%f of
snokel ess tobacco conprising the units of pre- i oned tobacco materi al

wi th apseeiesfsmakeless iohageq with amefrﬁée%ﬁlﬁp%@@ntmqr@afthe fligpenser comprises
sem - d&ﬁée}ff@@éﬁeé&ﬁ“ ng conprising the water-soluble non- crosslinked
conponent and the substantially water-insoluble cross-1inked conponent;
adh@ring the portions of snokel ess tobacco to a base tape to obtain a

f1exi bke stid peffodPRichbiditPtoflaift P& 8F 88SiuHRBAESAP &@c‘!&ﬁﬂn)ﬂm@%é‘ﬂ@ﬂgletﬁnﬁ Be
base tape. 1543. A nmethod according to claim42, wherein

non- cr @§§Chq5nkfaﬁn@k%%ﬁ/t9§?cq%mtboPeBOP'??tﬁﬁeﬁrﬁﬁnﬁnséﬁ Vﬁ'@(ﬁ@ff‘ f@%% strigbis UPOSD Y,
by wei gfhinifs efspRsdrit? tl"(@c‘jlgﬁgns‘éﬁ chhiBrisedd {51 ﬁf?llrwq{dld?mgt{ fMRdiekBR strip

cross-1inkable polymer whi forms a substantially er-lnsoluble pol ymer
upon cross-linking is incl uded in an anount of about 0.3%to about 1.5% by

weight sgasedy RRtHoAABIdHY toUaithRt, 38ari379ftPkHEbRPrising combining the flexible strip
of pouches of smokeless tobacco with a pocket-sized dispenser, wherein the dispenser
comprises a removable cover of an opening via which the flexible strip is dispensed, wherein

the cover is optionally replaceable over the opening following dispensing.

20 39. A method according to claim 24, 36, 37 or 38, further comprising combining the flexible
strip of pouches of smokeless tobacco with a pocket-sized dispenser, wherein the dispenser

comprises a protrusion adapted to aid a consumer in removing a pouch from the base tape.

40. A method according to claim 24, 36, 37, 38 or 39, further comprising combining the
25 flexible strip of pouches of smokeless tobacco with a pocket-sized dispenser, wherein the
dispenser is adapted to receive base tape from which one or more pouches have been

removed.

41. A method according to claim 24, wherein the wrapper comprises one or more of a

30 flavorant, a liner, softening agent, a browning inhibitor, or a coloring agent.



20 44. A nmethod according to claim42, wherein the pouches are suitable
for placenent in a nouth of a consuner imedi ately upon renoval fromthe
base tapewo 24f1/048200et hod according to claim42 or 44, weerarrotohesibase t ape
remai ns intact upon 25renoval of individual pouches. 46. A nethod
according to claim42, 44 or 45, whereixy .the base tape conprises a visual

I ndi cat or adapted to depict a quantity of pouches remaining before an end

of thegbl exiablfatsdd ioP maidfy aAfEetIB oGl Pahidhe bP smoﬁu@sé%bé@%r tHe nfdtod

visual indicator conprises a diagonally- extending line that is continuous
or stefPPANISIAG. A net hod according to ciaim46 or 47, wherein the visual

| ndi cat or C%mﬁﬁgssﬁtléﬁpoﬁbbmq)m|&r.ﬁto un\ﬁ@o?%ilé 4RRASPEHAER2OLARN6195 -

28 - 49. A nethod according to claim46, . wherein the visual
i ndi cat or c@ﬁ@tlap@&thwﬂmﬁsaa@fe pgiongd ﬁ%ttawea naaferdfr" dYithga - CMRPRETR) agreous

cl agms cé@tlﬁgo s‘JJﬂ:tllo%Bﬁbﬂsm@eaV'\A%‘t@lrl-sdltfﬂijé C&3rRboriehit 5§ﬁd3vé d@l@s@-‘ﬂhl&/atﬂ&,eaﬁol)frhér
end of the base tape. A nmet hod according to claim42 or any of ai ns

44 to sempmémmcfaf%rmea éflb%tﬁ@t'%d@ﬁ%rs'né%b@.noé/m%umsemﬁ&b@kmg torfeen s a

Second%ﬂtlﬁdrcﬁl%mﬁe uﬂr@s58f e FRiYPEdA6sRES hiderdsp Cl ai m 42, wherein: the
portions are free of a fabric or paper vvraE]per one of the polyners

conpri ses aCseyEkinarheidess-likableneolymer e soatipgpicel@mop af smpkeless n
a User tshaddBd tBmprising the units of pre-portioned tobacco material with a semi-dissolvable coating

10 on the surface thereof, the semi-dissolvable coating comprising the water-soluble non-
crosslinked component and the substantially water-insoluble cross-linked component;
adhering the portions of smokeless tobacco to a base tape to obtain a flexible strip of
portions of smokeless tobacco removably attached to the base tape.

15 43. A method according to claim 42, wherein the non-cross-linkable polymer included in an
amount of about 15% to about 30% by weight based on the weight of the coating solution and
the cross-linkable polymer which forms a substantially water-insoluble polymer upon cross-
linking is included in an amount of about 0.3% to about 1.5% by weight based on the weight of
the coating solution.

20
44, A method according to claim 42, wherein the pouches are suitable for placement in a

mouth of a consumer immediately upon removal from the base tape.

45. A method according to claim 42 or 44, wherein the base tape remains intact upon

25 removal of individual pouches.

46. A method according to claim 42, 44 or 45, wherein the base tape comprises a visual

indicator adapted to depict a quantity of pouches remaining before an end of the flexible strip.

30 47. A method according to claim 46, wherein the visual indicator comprises a diagonally-

extending line that is continuous or stepped.

48. A method according to claim 46 or 47, wherein the visual indicator comprises two or
more colors.
35



1553. A pocket-si zed di spenser according to claim42, wherein: the portions
are free of a fabric or paper wapper; one of the polyners conprises a

pol ysacchwoi2derjo42a0d t he portion is adapted to break up aCrapemwsesivson in
the user's nmouth. 2054. A pocket-sized di spenser according to claim52 or
53, wherein the portions conprise a humpgctant or a flavorant or a

conbi nati on thereof. 55. A nethod according to claim42, further

conpri 4gng  ROmREtRGd Gctdibing! ®XtIRIng 48, 1470 opfasPHERGR tAE \iSURK ShdiERok @BRPFASes
wi th a pocket-sized di spenser, wherein the di spenser conprises 25two or

three PMBEERAS- 56. A method according to claim42 or 55, further conprising
conbining the flexible strip of pouches of snokel ess tobacco with a
pocket - si zed di spenser, wherein flexible strip is |oose within the

di spens8r o MedNed Apronding te iaimi aRs of clalns 416 1oofPn Wogreimtner visua! | iagicatpe is

strgp. pAfVidedonlyPnéRtheendef®eBatd tdpe. cl ai m 42, 55 or 56, further conprising
conbining the flexible strip of pouches of snokel ess tobacco with a

pocket - si zed di spenser, wherein the di spenser conprises a renovabl e cover

of an gpeni PometrddMt&ings cidim 2draangidf CRirhS 48tS BENRRIein S8 bithk Ry uERYET
is optionally replaceabl e over the opéning follow ng di spensing.

2011/ 02Ppesitecie bpsmitepe D ise® Sf a seapndargWraPREt hod according to claim 42, 55,
56 or 57, further conprising conmbining the flexible strip of pouches of
snokel ess tobacco with a pocket-sized di spenser, wherein the dispenser
cotPri 9€s aHpmsthod sceerdgdpctaimids. whereid:consuner in renoving a pouch from

the base tapge pSESnLardBideost H664E & pper Arépperm 42, 55, 56, 57 or 58,
further conprising conbining the flexible strip of pouches of snokel ess

tobacco wi t IPNg OHBEIRAIVBEScaMBTiSped alsaciharnds #ndhe di spenser is adapted to
receive basend gitfior [sUBapRICB rEM8indAtabPin® (RReS Afsuthiave been renoved.

15 B3 A pocket-sized dispenser according to claim 42, wherein:
the portions are free of a fabric or paper wrapper;
one of the polymers comprises a polysaccharide; and

the portion is adapted to break up after insertion in the user's mouth.

20 54 A pocket-sized dispenser according to claim 52 or §3, wherein the portions comprise a

humectant or a flavorant or a combination thereof.

55. A method according to claim 42, further comprising combining the flexible strip of
pouches of smokeless tobacco with a pocket-sized dispenser, wherein the dispenser comprises

25 two or three bieces.

56. A method according to claim 42 or 55, further comprising combining the flexible strip of
pouches of smokeless tobacco with a pocket-sized dispenser, wherein flexible strip is loose
within the dispenser or the dispenser comprises a spiral form holding the flexible strip.

30
57. A method according to claim 42, 55 or 56, further comprising combining the flexible strip
of pouches of smokeless tobacco with a pocket-sized dispenser, wherein the dispenser
comprises a removable cover of an opening via which the flexible strip is dispensed, wherein
the cover is optionally replaceable over the opening following dispensing.

35
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58. A method according to claim 42, 55, 56 or 57, further comprising combining the flexible
strip of pouches of smokeless tobacco with a pocket-sized dispenser, wherein the dispenser

comprises a protrusion adapted to aid a consumer in removing a pouch from the base tape.

59. A method according to claim 42, 55, 56, 57 or 58, further comprising combining the
flexible strip of pouches of smokeless tobacco with a pocket-sized dispenser, wherein the
dispenser is adapted to receive base tape from which one or more pouches have been

removed.



