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DESCRIPTION

ELECTROPHOTOGRAPHIC IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS,

DEVELOPING APPARATUS, AND COUPLING MEMBER

[TECHNICAL FIELD]

The present inwvention relates to an
electrophotographic image forming apparatus, a
developing appératus used in the electrophotographic
image forming apparatus, and a coupling member used in
the electrophotographic image forming apparatus.

Examples of the electrophotographic image
forming apparatus include an electrophotographic
copying machine, an electrophotographic printer (a
laser beam printer, an LED printer, etc.), and the
like.

The developing apparatus (developing device)
is mounted tc 2 main assembly of the
electrophotographic image forming apparatus and
develops an electrostatic latent image formed on an
electrophotographic photosensitive member.

The developing device includes a develcoping
device of a fixed type used in a state in which it is
mounted and fixed to a main assembly of the
electrophotographic image forming apparatus and a
developing device of a developing cartridge type in

which a user can mount it to the main assembly and can
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demount it from the main assembly.

With respect to the developing device of the
fixed type, maintenance is performed by a service
person. On the other hand, with respect to the
developing device of the developing cartridge type,
maintenance is performed by the user by xeplacing a

developing cartridge with another one.

[BACKGROUND ART]

In a conventional electrophotograpbic image
forming apparatus, the following constitution is known
when an electrostatic latert image formed on a
drum-shaped electrophotographic photosensitive member
(hereinafter referred to as a "photosensitive drum")
is developed.

In a Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application
(JP-A) 2003-202727, a gear {gear 42Y) 1s provided to a
developing device and is engaged with a gear provided
to a main assembly of the image forming apparatus,
Then, a rotating force of a motor provided to the méin
assembly is transmitted to a developing roller through
fhe gear provided to the main assembly and the gear
provided to the main-assembly. In this way, a method
of rotating the developing rocller is known.

Further, a color electrophotographic image
forming apparatus in which a developing rotary

rotatable in state in which a plurality of developing
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devices is mounted to the developing rotary is
provided to a main assembly of the apparatus (JP-A Hel
11-015265). In this apparatus, the following cartridge
for transmitting a rotating force from the apparatus
main assembly to the developing devices is known.
Specifically, a main assembly-side coupling (coupling
71) provided to the apparatus main assembly and a
developing device-side coupling (coupling gear 65) of
developing devices (developing devices 6Y, 6M, 6C)
mounted to a developing rotary {(multi-color developing
device 6) are connected, whereby a rotating force is
transmitted from the apparatus main assembly to the
developing devices. When the main assembly-side
coupling and the developing device-side coupling are
connected, the main assembly-side coupling is once
retracted into the apparatus (by spring 74) sc as not
to hinder movement of the devalopiﬁg rotary. Then, the
developing rotary is moved, so that a predetermined
developing device is moved in a direction in which the
main assembly-side coupling is provided. Thereafter,
the retracted main assembly-side coupling is moved
toward the developing device-side coupling by using a
moving mechanism such as a solenoid and the like
(solenoid 75, arm 76). In this manner, both of the
couplings are connected to each other. Then, a
rotating force of a motor provided to the main

assembly is transmitted to & developing roller through
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the main assembly-side coupling and the developing
device-side coupling. As a result, the developing
roller is rotated. Such a method is known.

However, 1n the conventional cartridge
described in JP-A 2003-202727, a driving connection
portion between the main assembly and the developing
device constitutes an engaging portion for a gear
(gear 35) and a gear (gear 42Y). For this reason, it
is difficult to prevent rotation ncn-unifeormity of the
developing roller.

In the conventional cartridge described in
JP-A Hei 11-015265, as described above, the main
assembly-side coupling (coupling 71) is once retracted
into the apparatus so as not to hinder the movement of
the developing device. Further, during the
transmission of the rotatirg force, it is necessary to
move the retracted main assembly-side coupling toward
the developing device-side coupling. Thus, it is
necessary to prpvide a mechanism for moving the main
assembly-side coupling toward the developing
device-side to the apparatus main assembly. Further,
for image formation, a time required for movement of

the main assembly-side coupling must be considered.

[DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION]
A principal object of the present invention is

to provide a developing apparatus (developing
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cartridge) capable of solvirg the above-described
problems of the conventional cartridges, an
electrophotographic image fcrming apparatus using the
developing apparatus, and a coupling member used in
the developing apparatus.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide a developing apparatus (developing cartridge)
capable of engaging a coupling member provided to the
developing apparztus (developing cartridge) with a
driving shaft by moving the developing apparatus in a
direction substantially perpendicular to an axial
direction of the driving shaft even in the case where
a main assembly is not provided with a mechanism for
moving a main assembly-side coupling member in the
axial direction by a solenoid. The object of the
present invention is also to provide an
electrophotographic image forming apparatus using the
developing apparatus and the coupling member used in
the developing apparatus.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide. a developing apparatus (developing cartridge)
capable of engaging z driving shaft provided to a main
assembly of an electrophotographic image forming
apparatus from a direction substantially perpendicular
to an axial direction of the driving shaft. The object
of the present invention is also to provide the

electrophotographic image forming appzratus using the
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developing apparatus and a coupling member used in the
developing apperatus.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide a developing apparatus (developing cartridge)
capable of smoothly rotating a developing rollerx
compared with the case where driving connection of a
main assembly and the developing apparatus is
performed through gears. The object of the present
invention is also to provide an electrophotographic

image forming apparatus using the developing apparatus

and a coupling member used in the developing apparatus.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide a developing apparatus (developing cartridge)
capable of engaging with a driving shaft provided to a
main assembly of an electrcphotographic image forming
epparatus from a direction substantially perpendicular
to an axial direction of the driving shaft and capable
of smoothly rotating a developing roller. The object
of the present invention is also to provide the
electrophotogiaphic image forming apparatus using the
developing apparatus and a coupling member used in the
developing apparatus.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide a developing apparatus capable of mounting
with and demounting from a dxiving shaft provided to a
main assembly of an electrophotographic image forming

apparatus from a direction substantially pexrpendicular
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to an axial direction of the driving shaft by movement
of a moving member in one direction. The object of the
present invention is also to provide the
electrophotographic image forming apparatus using the
developing apparatus and a coupling member used in the
developing apparatus.

. Another object of the present invention is to
provide a developing apparatus capable of mounting
with and democunting from a driving shazit provided teo a
main assembly of an electrophotographic image formiﬁg
apparatus from a direction substantizlly perpendicular
to an axial direction of the driving shaft by movement
of a moving member in one direction and capable of
smoothly rotating a developing roller. The object of
the present invention is also to provide the
electrophotographic image forming apparatus using phe
developing apparatus and a coupling member used in the
developing apparatus.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide a developing apparatus including a coupling
member capable of taking a rotating force transmitting
angular position for transmitting a rotating foxce
from a main assembly of an eleétrophotographic image
forming apparatus to a developing roller, a
pre—engagement angular position at which the coupling
member is inclined from the rotating force

transmitting angular position and is in a state before
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being engaged with a rotating force applying portion,
and a disengagement angular position at which the
coupling member is inclined from the rotating force
transmitting angular position in a direction opposite
from the pre-engagement angular position to be
disengaged from the driving shaft. The object of the
present invention is to provide the
electrophotographic image forming apparatus using the
developing apparatus and the coupling member used in

the developing apparatus.

According to the present invention, it is
possible to provide a developing apparatus capable of
engaging a coupling member provided to the developing
apparatus (developing cartridge) with a driving shaft
by moving the developing apparatus (developing
cartridge) in a direction substantially perpendicular
to an axial direction of the driving shaft even in the
case where a main assembly is not provided with a
mechanism for moving 2 main assembly-side coupling
member in the axial direction by a solenoid. According
to the present invention, it is alsoc possible to
provide an electrophotographic image forming apparatus
using the developing apparatus and the coupling member
used in the developing apparatus.

Furthe?, according to the present invention,

it is possible to provide a developing apparatus
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capable of engaging a driving shaft provided to a main
assembly of an electrophotographic image forming
apparatus from a direction substantially perpendicular
to an axial direction of the driving shaft. According
to the present inventién, it is also possible to
provide the electrophotographic image forming
apparatus using the developing apparatus and a
coupling member used in the developing apparatus.

Further, according to the present invention,
it is possible to smoothly rotate a developing roller
compared with the case where driving connection of an
apparatus main assembly and the developing apparatus
is performed through gearé.

Further, according to the present invention,
it is possible to provide a developing apparatus
capable of engaging with a driving shaft provided to a
main assembly of an electroghotographic image forming
apparatus from a direction substantially perpendicular
to an axial direction of the driving shaft and capable
of smoothly rotating a developing roller. According to
the present invention, it is also possible to provide
the electrophotographic image forming apparatus using
the developing apparatus anc a coupling member used in
the developing apparatus.

Further, according to the present invention,
it is possible to provide a developing épparatus

capable of mounting with and demounting from a driving
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shaft provided to the apparatus main assembly from a
direction substantially perpendicular to an axial
direction of the driving shaft by movement of a moving
member in one direction. According to the present
invention, i1t is also possible to provide the
electrophotographic image forming apparatus using the
developing apparatus and a coupling member used in the
dev?loping apparatus.

Further, accorxding to the present invention,
it is possible to provide a developing apparatus
capable of mounting with and demounting from a driving
shaft provided to the apparatus main assembly from a
direction substantially perpendicular to an axial
direction of the driving shaft by movement of a moving
member in one direction and capvable of smoothly
rotating a developing roller. According to the present
invention, it is also possible to provide the
electrophotographic image forming apparatus using the
developing apparatus and a coupling member used in the
developing apparatus.

Further, according to the present invention,
it is possible to provide a developing apparatus
including a coupling member capable of taking a
rotating force transmitting angular position for
transmitting a rotating force from the apparatus main
assembly to a developing rcller, a pre-engagement

angular position at which the coupling member is
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inclined from the rotating force transmitting angular
position and i1s in a state before being engaged with a
rotating force applying portion, and a disengagement
angular position at which the coupling member is
inclined from the rotating force transmitting angular
position in a direction opposite from the
pre—engagement angular position to be disengaged from
the driving shaft.

Further, according o the present invention,
it is possible to engage and disengage a coupling '
menber provided to a developing apparatus with respect
to a driving shaft provided to an apparatus main
assembly [from a direction substantially perpendicular
to an axial direction of the driving shaft by movement
of a moving wmember in one direction.

Further, according to the present invention,
it ié possible to engage and disengage a coupling
member provided to a developing apparatus with respect
to a driving shaft provided to an apparatus main
assembly from a direction substantially perpendicular
to an axial direction of the driving shaft by movement
of a moving member in one direction and also possible
to smoothly rotate a developing roller.

Further, according to the present invention,
even when a main assembly is not provided with a
nechanism for moving a main assembly-side coupling

member for transmitting a rotational force to a
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developing roller in an axial direction of the
coupling member by a solenoid, it is possible to
engage a coupling member provided to a developing
apparatus with a driving shaft by movement of a moving
member. As a result, according to the present
invention, it is possible to realize an improvement in
image forming speed.

These and other objects, features and
advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent upon a consideration of the following
description of the preferred embodiments of the
present invention taken in conjunction with the

accompanying drawings.

[BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS]

Figure 1 is a side sectional view of a
developing cartridge according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the
developing cartridge according to the embodiment of
the present invention.

FPigure 3 is a perspective view of the
developing cartridge according to the embodiment of
the present invention.

Figure 4 is a side sectional view of a main
assembly of an electrophotographic image forming

apparatus according to an embodiment of the present
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invention.

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a developing
roller accorxding to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Figure 6 is a perspective view and a
longitudinal sectlonal view of a coupling according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

. Figure 7 is a perspective view of a
development supporting member according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 8 is a perspective view of a coupling
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 9 is a sectional view of o side of the
developing cartridge accorxding to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Figurxe 10 is an exploded view of a coupling
member according to an embodiment of the preéent
invention.

Figure 11 is a longitudinal sectional view of
the developing cartridge according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

Figure 12 is a longitudinal sectional view of
the developing cartridge according to the embodiment
of the present invention.

Figure 13 is a longitudinal sectional view of

the developing cartridge according to the embodiment

of the present invention.
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Figure 14 is a perspective view of a coupling
according to the embediment of the present invention.

Figure 15 is a perspective view of a rotary
member (hereinafter called "rotary") according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 16 is a perspective view of the rotary
according to the embodiment of the present invention.

Figurel17 is a perspective view of the rotary
according to thé embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 18 shows a view, as seen from a side,
of an apparatus main assembly according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 19 shows a view of the apparatus main
assembly according to the embodiment of the present
invention, as seen from a side.

Figure 20 shows a view of the apparatus main
assembly according to the embodiment of the present
invention, as seen from the side.

Figuré 21 is the Figure of the apparatus main
assembly according to the embodiment of the present
invention, as seen from the side.

Figure 22 is a longitudinal sectional view
showing the process of engagement between the drive
shaft and the coupling according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

Figure 23 is an exploded perspective view of

the drive shaft and the coupling according to the
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embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 24 is an exploded perspective view of
the drive shaft and the coupling according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 25 is a perspective view showing the
process of disengagement of the coupling from drive
shaft according to the embodiment of the present
invent?on.

Figure 26 is the timing chart of the
operations of an embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 27 is a perspective view of a coupling
according to an embodfment of the present invention.

Figure 28 is a perspective view of the
coupling according to the embodiment of the presént
invention.

Figure 29 is a perspective view of a drive
shaft according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Figure 30 is a perspective view of a coupling
according to the embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 31 is a perspective view of the
coupling according to the embodiment of the present
invention.

Figure 32 is a perspective view of a side of a
developing cartridge according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Figure 33 is a partly sectional view of the
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developing cartridge and a development shaft according
to the embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 34 is a loncitudinal sectional view
illustrating the take-out process of the developing
cartridge according to the embodiment of the present
invention.

Figure 35 is a longitudinal sectional view
illustrating the process of engagement between the
drive shaft and the coupling according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 36 is a perspective view of a
development supporting member acceording to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 37 ié a perspective view of a side of a
developing cartridge according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Figure 38 is a perspective view illustrating

‘the state of the engagement between the drive shaft

and the coupling according to the embodiment of the
present invention, and a longitudinai sectional view.
Figure 39 is a perspectiﬁe view of a
development supporting member according to the
embodiment of the present invention.
Figure 40 is a perspective view of a coupling
according to an emkodiment of the present invention.
Figﬁre 4] is a perspective view of a side of a

developing cartridge according to an embodiment of the
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present invention.

Figure 42 is a perspective view and a
longitudinal sectional view illustrating a state of
the engagement betweén the drive shaft and the
coupling in the embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 43 is an exploded perspective view
illustrating a state of mounting the coupling to the
development ?upporting member, in the embodiment of
the present invention.

Figure 44 is a perspective view of a coupling
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 45 is a longitudinal sectional view

.illustrating an cngaged state between the development

shaft and the coupling according to the embodiment of
the present invention.

Figure 46 is a longitudinal sectional view
showing an engaged state between the drive shaft and
the coupling according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

Figure 47 is a side view of a rotary flange
according to an embodiment of the present invéntion.

Figure 48 is a side view of the rotary flange
eccording to the embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 49 illustrates a locus of the coupling
shown in Figure 47 according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Figure 50 is a sectional view of the drive
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shaft and the coupling of Figure 38 according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 51 is an illustration of a coupling
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 52 is a longitudinal sectional view
illustrating a state before the engagement between the
drive shaft and the coupling concerning an embodiment
of the present invention. l

Figure 53 is a perspective view and a'
longitudinal sectional view of a coupling according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 54 is a perspective view of a coupling
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

Pigure 55 is a longitudinal sectional view
showing an engeged state between the drive shaft and
the coupling according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

Figure 56 is a perspective view showing the
process of engagement'between the drive shaft and the
coupling according to the embodiment of the present
invention.

Figure 57 1s a perspective view of a
developing cartridge according teo an embodiment of the
present invention.

Pigure 58 is a perspective view of the
developing cartridge accorcing to the embodiment of

the present invention.
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Figure 59 is a perspective view illustrating a
driving input gear according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Figure 60 is a perspective view of a
developing cartridge according to an embodiment of the
preseﬁt invention.

Figure 61 is a perspective view and a
longitudinal secti?nal view of a coupling according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 62 is an exploded longitudinal section
of a coupling and a driving input gear accoxrding to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 63 is an exploded perspective view of
the coupling and the bearing member according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 64 is a longitudinal sectional view of
a developing cartridge according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

Figure 65 is a longitudinal sectional view of
a developing cartridge according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

Figure 66 is a perspective view showing an
engaged state of the developing roller gear and the
coupling according to the embodiment of the present
invention.

Figure 67 is a longitudinal sectional view

illustrating process of engagement between the
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coupling and the drive shaft according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 68 is a perspective view of the drive
shaft and the coupling according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

Figure 69 is a longitudinal sectional view
illustrating the process of the disengagement of the
coupling from the drive shaft accqrding to the
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 70 is a perspective view of a
developing cartridge according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Figure 71 is a perspective view of a side of a
developing cartridge according to the embodiment of
the present invention (the side plate of the cartridge
is omitted).

Figure 72 is a perspective view illustrating a
driving input gear according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Figure 73 is a side view of the apparatus main
assembly according to the embodiment of the present
invention.

Figure 74 1s a side view of an apparatus main
assembly according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Figure 75 is a sectional view of the apparatus

main assembly according to the embodiment of the
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present invention,

Figure 76 is a perspective view and a
longitudinal séctional view illustrating the coupling
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 77 is a side view and a perspective

view of a coupling according to an embodiment of the

present invention.

Figute 78 is a longitudinal sectional view
1
illustrating the process of engagement and process of
disengagement between the drive shaft and the coupling

accoxding to the embodiment of the present invention.

{BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTTION]
Hereinbelow, a developing cartridge, an
electrophotographic image forming apparatus, and a
coupling member according to the present invention
will be described with reference to the drawings.
In the following embodiments, a developing
cartridge of the type in which a usexr can mount and
demount the developing cartridge with respect to an
apparatus main assembly. Hcwever, the present
invention is also applicable to a developing device
which is used in a state in which it is mounted and
fixed to the main assembly.
" Further, the present invention is spécifically
applicable to a single coupling member (e.g., those

shown in Figures 6(a), 14(a3), 28(c), 30 and 77(b)), a
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developing device (developing CartrJi.dge) (e.g., those
shown in Figures 2, 57 and 60), and an
electrophotographic image forming apparatus {e.g.,
those shown in Figures 5 and 759).

[Embodiment 1]

(1) Brief description of developing cartridge
(developing device)

First, with reference to Figure§ 1 to 4, a
developing cartridge B as a developing device to which
an embodiment of the presert invention is applied
{(hereinafter simply referred to as a "cartridge") will
be described. Figure 1 is a sectional view of the
cartridge B. Figures 2 and 3 are perspective views of
the cartridge B. Figure 4 is a sectional view of a
color electrophotographic image forming apparatus main
assembly A (hereinafter referred to as an "apparatus
main assembly") .

This cartridge B can be mounted to and
demounted from a rotary C provided to the apparatus
main assembly A by a user.

Referring to Figures 1 to 3, the cartridge B
includes a developing roller 110. The developing
roller is rotated by receiving a rotating force from
the apparatus mailn assembly A through a coupling
mechanism described later during a developing function.
In a developer accommodating frame 114, a developer t

of a predetermined color is accommodated. This
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developer is fed to a developer chamber 113a in a
predetermined amount by roﬁation of a stirring member
116. The fed developer is supplied to a surface of the
developing roller by rotation of a sponge-like
developer supplying roller 115 in the developer
chamber 113a. This developer is formed in a thin layer
by be{ng supplied with electric charges by
triboelectric charge between a'thin plate-like
developing blade 112 and the developing roller 110.
The developer formed in the thin layer on the
developing roller 110 is fed to a developing position
by rotation. By applying a predetermined developing
bias to the developinyg roller 110, an electrostatic
latent image formed on an electrophotographic
photosensitive member (hereinafter referred to as a
"photosensitive drum"} 107 is developed. YThat is, the
electrostatic latent image is developed by the
developing roller 110.

Further, developer which does not contribute
to the'development of the electrostatic latent image,
i.e., residual developer removing on the surface of
the developing roller 110 is removed by the developer
supplyiﬂg roller 115. At the same time, a fresh
cdeveloper is supplied to the surface of the developing
roller 110 by the developer supplying roller 115. 1In
this manner, a developing operation is successively

performed.
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The cartridge B includes a developing unit 119.
The developing unit 119 includes a developing device
frame 113 and the developer accommodating frame 114.
The developing unit 119 further includes the
developing roller 110, .the developing blade 112, the
developer supplying roller 115, the developer chamber
113a, the developer accommodating frame 14, and the
stirring member 116.

The developing roller 110 is rotatable'about
an axial line Ll.

Here, the developing cartridge B is mounted by
the user to a developing cartridge accommodating
portion 130A provided to a rotation selecting
mechanism (developing rotarv) C of the apparétus main
assembly A. At this time, as described later, a
driving shaft of the apparatus main assembly A and a
coupling member as a rotating drivigg force
transmitting part of the cartridge B are connected to
each other in interrelation with such an operation
that the cartridge B is positioned at a predetermined
position (opposing portion to the photosensitive drum)
by the developing rotary (rotation selecting
mechanism) C. Thus, the developing roller 110 and the
like are rotated by receiving a driving force from the
apparatus main assembly A.

(2) Description of electrophotographic image forming

apparatus
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With respect to Figure 4, a color
electrophotographic image forming apparatus using the
developing cartridge B described will be described. In

the following, description will ke made by taking a

- color laser beam printer as an example of the color

electrophotographic image forming apparatus.

As shown in Figure 4, a plurality of
cartridges B (B1l, B2, B3,-B4) accomquating developers
{toners) different in color is mounted to the rotary C.
The mounting and demounting of the cartridge B with
respect to the rotary C are performed by the user. By
rotating the rotary C, a cartridge B accommodating a
developer of a predetermined color is disposed
opposite to the photosensitive drum 107. Then, an
electrostatic latent image formed on the
photosensitive drum 107 is developed. The developed
image is transferred onto a recording material S. This
developing and transferring operation is performed for
each of the colors. 2As a rgsult, a color image is
obtéined. Hereinbelow, specific description will be
made. The recording material S is a material on which
an image can be formed and include, e.g., paper, an
OHP sheet, and the like. '

Referring to Figure 4, the photosensitive drum
107 is irradiated with light based on image
information‘from an optical means 101. By this

irradiation, an electrostatic latent image is formed
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on the photosensitive drum 107. The electrostatic
latent image is developed with a developer by the
developing roller 110. The developer image formed on
the photosensitive drum 107 is transferred onto an
intermediary transfer member.

Next, the develcoper image transferred onto an
intermediary transfer belt 1l04a as the intermediary
transfer member is transferred onto the recording
material S by a second transfer means. Then, the
recording material S onto which the developer image is
transferred is conveyed to a fixing means 105
including a pressing roller 105a and a heating roller
105b. The developer image transferred onto the
recording material § is fixed on the recoxding
material 8. After the fixation, the recording material
S is discharged on a tray 106.

An image forming step will be despribed more
specifically.

In synchronism with rotation of the
intermediary transfer belt 104a, the photosensitive
drum 107 is rotated counterclockwisely (Figure 4).
Then, a suxface of the photosensitive drum 107 is
electrically charged uniformly by a charging roller
108. The surface of the photosensitive drum 107 is
irradiated with light depending on image information,
e.g., about a yellow image by the op£ical (exposure)

means 101. Thus, a yellow electrostatic latent image
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is formed on the photosensitive drum 107.

The exposure means 101 is constituted as.
follows. The exposure means. 101 irradiates tée
photosensitive drum 107 with high on the basis of the
image information read from an exfernal device (not
shown). As a result, the electrostatic latent image is
formed on the photosensitive drum 107. The exposure
means 101 includes a laser cdiode, a polygoq mirror, a
scanner motor, an imaging lens, and a reflection
mirror.

From the unshown external device, an image
signal is sent. By this operation, the laser diode
emits light depending on the image signal and the
polygon mirror is irradiated with the light (as image
light). The polygon mirror is rotated at a high speed
by the scanner motor to reflect the image light, so
that the surface of the photosensitive drum 107 is
selectively exposed to the image light through the
imaging lens and the reflection mirror. As a result,
the electrostatic latent image depending on the image
information is formed on the photosensitive drum 107.

Simultaneously with this electrostatic latent
image formation, the rotary C is rotated, whereby a
yellow cartridge Bl is moved to a developing position.
Then, a predetermined developing bias is applied to
the developing roller 110. As a result, a yellow

developer is deposited on the electrostatic latent
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image, so that the electrostatic latent image is
developed with the yellow developer. Thereafter, a
bias voltage of an opposite polarity to that of the
developer is applied to a pressing roller (a primary
transfer roller) 104j for the intermediary transfer
belt 104a, so that the yellow developer image on the
photosensitive drum 107 is primary-~transferred onto
the intermediary transfer belt 104a.

As described above, after the primary transfer
of the yellow developer image is completed, the rotary
C is rotated. BAs a result, a subsequent cartridge B2
is moved to be located at a position opposite to the
photosensitive drum 107. Thke above-described process
is performed with respect to a magenta cartridge B2, a
cyan cartridge B3, and a black cartridge B4. In this
way, by repeating the process for each of magenta,
cyan, and black, four color developer images are
superposed on the intermediary transfer belt 104a.

Incidentally, the yellow cartridge Bl
accommodates the yellow developer and forms the yellow
developer image. The magenta cartridge B2 accommodates
a magenta developer and forms a magenta developerx
image. The c¢cyan cartridge B3 accommodates a cyan
developer and forms a cyan developer image. The black
cartridge B4 accommodates a black developer and forms
a black developer image.

During the image formation described above, a
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secondary transfer roller 104b is in a noncontact
state with the intermediary transfer belt 104a. A
cleaning charging roller 104f is also in a noncontact
state with the infermediary transfer belt 104a.

After the four color developer images are
formed on the intermediary transfer belt 104a, the
secondary transfer roller 104b is pressed against the
intermediary transfer belt 104a (Figure 4). In
synchronism with the press contact of the seconda;y
transfer roller 104b, the recording material S waiting
at a position in the neighborhood of a registration
roller pair 103e is sent to a nip between the transfer
belt 104a and the transfer roller 104b. At the same
time, a recording material $ is fed from a cassette
103a by a feeding roller 103b and a conveying roller
pair 103c as a feeding {convsying) means 103.

Inmediately before the registration roller
pair 103e, a sensor 99 is disposed. The sensor 99
detects a leading end of the recording material S and
stops the rotation of the registration roller pair
103e, thus placing the recording material S in a
standby state at a predetermined position.

To the transfer roller 104b, a bias voltage of
an opposite polarity to that of the developer is
applied, so that the developsr images on the transfer
belt 104a ére simultaneously secondary-transferred

onto the conveyed recording material S.
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The recording material S onto which the
developer images are transferred and conveyed to the
fixing means 105 through a conveying belt unit 103%L.
By the fixing means 105, fization of the developer
images is performed. The recording material S
subjected to the fixation is discharged on a
discharging tray 106 disposed at an upper portion of
the apparatus main assembly by a discharging roller
pair 103g. In this way, formation of an image o the
recording matexial S is completed.

After completion of the secondary transfer,
the charging roller 104f is pressed against the
transfer belt 104a, so that the suxface of the belt

104a and the developer remalning on the surface of the

belt 104a are supplied with the predetermined bias

voltage. RAs a result, a residual electric charge is
removed.

The residual develcper subjected toc the charge

removal is electrostatically re-transferred from the

belt 104a onto the photosensitive drum 107 through a
primery transfer nip. As a result, the surface of the
belt 104a is cleaned. The residual developer
re-transferred onto the photosensitive drum 107 after
the secondary transfer is removed by a cleaning blade
117a contacting the photosensitive drum 107. Thne
removed developer is collected din.a residual

developer box 107d through a conveying passage (not
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shown) .

Incidentally, an accommedating portion 130a is
a chamber in which the above-descried cartridge B is
accommodated and is provided to the rotary C at a
plurality of positions. The rotary C is rotated in one
direction in a state in which the cartridge B is
mounted in the chamber. As a résult, a coupling member
{described later) of the cartridge B is connected to a
driving shaft 180 provided to the apparatus main
assembly A and disconnected from the driving shaft 180.
The cartridge B (developing roller 110) is moved in a
direction substantially perpendicular to an axial line
L3 direction of the driving shaft 180 depending on the
movement of the rotar§ C in one direction.
{3} Constitution of developing roller

Next, with reference to Figures 5{(a} and 5(b},
a constitution of the developing roller 110 will be
described. Figure 5(a) is a perspective view of the
developing roller 110 as seen from a receiving side of
a driving force from the main assembly A to the
developing roller 110 (hereinafter simply referred to
as a "driving side"). Figure S(bj is a perspective
view of the developing roller 110 as seen from a side
opposite from the driving side with respect to the
axial direction of the developing roller 110
(hereinafter referred to as a "non-driving side™).

The developing roller 110 includes a
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developing shaft 153 and a rubber portion 110a. The
developing shaft 153 is formed of an electroconductive
material such as iron or the like in an elongated
shaft shape and is covered with the rubber portion
11Ca at a portion except for both end portions with
respect to the axial direction. The developing shaft
153 is rotatably supported by the developing device
frame 113 through bearings {(not shown) at both end
engaging portions 153dl and 153d2. Further, a
cartridge 150 described later is pocsitioned at an end
portion 153b on the driving side. The cartridge 150 is
engaged with a rotating force transmitting pin 155
described later to transmit a driving force. The
rubber portion 110 coaxially covers the developing
shaft 153. The rubber portion 110 carries the
developer and develops the electrostatic latent image
by application of a bias to the developing shaft 153.

Nip width regulating members 136.and 137 are
members for regulating a nip width of the developing
roller 110 with respect to the photosensitive drum 107
at a constant wvalue.

The unshown bearings are disposed at the both
end portions 153d1 and 153d2 of the developing roller
110 so as to support rotatably the developing roller
110 on.the developing device frame 113 (Figure 1).

A developing gear (not shown) is disposed at

the driving-side end porticn 153d1 of the developing
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roller 110 and fixed to the developing shaft 153. The
unshown developing gear transmits the rotating force
received from the apparatus main assembly A to the
developing roller 110 to othsr rotating members (e.g.,
the developer supplying rollsr 115, the stirring
member, and the like) of the developing cartridge B.

Next, the driving-side end portion of the
developing shaft 153 at which the cartridge 150 is
movably (pivotably, swingably) mounted will be
described more specifically. The end portion 153b has
a spherical shape so that the axial line L2 of the
cartridge 150 (&escribed later) can be inclined
smoothly. In the neighborhood of an end of the
developing shaft 153, the driving force transmitting
pin 155 for receiving the rotating force from the
cartridge 150 is disposed in a direction crossing the
axial line Ll of the developing shaft 153.

The pin 155 as the rotating force transmitting
portion is formed of metal and fixed to the developing
shaft 153 by a method such as press fitting, bonding,
or the like. The fixing position may be any position
at which a driving force (rotaping force) can be
transmitted, i.e., a direction crossing the axial line
L1 of the developing shaft (developing roller). It is
desirable that the pin 155 passes thgough a spherical
center Pé (Figure 10b) of the end porxtion 153b of the

developing shaft 153. This is because a transmission
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diameter of the rotating force is always kgpt at a
constant level even in the case where the axial line
L1 of the developing shaft 153 and the axial line L2
of the cartridge 150 are somewhat deviated from each
other. For this reason, it is possible to realize
stable rotating force transmission. The rotating force
transmitting point may be provided at any positions.
However, in ordexr to transmit a driving torque
(rotating force) with reliability and improve an
assembly property, a‘single pin 155 is employed in
this embodiment. The pin 155 is passed thxough the
center P2 of the end spherical surface 153b. 2s a
result, the pin 155 (155al and 155a2) is disposed so
as to be projected at pesitiocns 180-degree opposite
from each other at a peripheral surface of the driving
shaft. That is, the rotating force is transmitted a
two points. In this embodiment, the pin 155 is fixed
at the end portion side within 5 mm from the ehd of
the drum shaft 153. However, the present invention is
not limited thereto.

Incidentally, a main assembly-side developing
electric contact (not shown) is disposed in the
apparatus main assembly A so as to contact a
non-driving-side end portion 153c of the
electroconductive developing shaft 153. An electric
contact (not shown) of the develéping cartridge and

the main assembly-side develcping electric contact are
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high~voltage bias is supplied from the apparatus main
assembly A to the developing roller 110.

(4) Description of rotating driving force transmitting
part (coupling, coupling member)

An embodiment‘of the coupling (coupling
member) which is a rotating driving force transmitting
part as a principal constituent-element of the present
invention will be described with reference to Figures
.S(a) to 6(f). Figure 6(a) is a perspective view of the
coupling as seen from the apparatus main assembly side
and Figure 6(b) is a perspective view of the coupling
as seen from the photosensitive drum side. Figure 6(c)
is a view of the coupling as seen from a direction
perpendicular to a direction of a coupling rotating
axis L2. Figure 6(d) is a side view of the coupling as
seen from the apparatus main assembly side and Figure
6{e) is a view of the coupling as seen Lrom the
photosensitive drum side. Figure 6(f) is a sectional
view of the coupling taken along 83 - 83 line shown in
Figure 6(d).

The developing cariridge B is detachably
nounted to the cartridge accommodating portion 130a in
the rotary C provided in the apparatus main assembly A.
This mounting is performed by the user. The rotary C
ig rotationally driven and stopped at a position at

which the cartridge B reaches a predetermined position
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(developing position at which the cartridge B is
located opposite to the photosensitive drum 107)., By
this operation, the coupling (coupling member) 150 is
engaged with a driving shaft 180 provided to the
apparatus main assembly A, Further, the rotary C is
rotated in one direction to move the cartridge B from
the predetermined position (developing position). That
is, the cartridge B is retracted from the
predetermined position. As a result, the coupling 150
is moved apart from the driving shaft 180. The
coupling 150 receives the rotating force from a motor
64 (Figure 17) provided to the apparatus main assembly
A in a state of engagement with the driving shaft 180.
The coupling 150 transmits the rotating force to the
developing roller 110. As a result, the developing
roller 110 is rotated by the rotating force received
from the apparatus main assembly A.

As described above, the driving shaft 180 has
a pin 182 (rotating force applying portion) and is
rotated by the motor 64. '

A material for the coupling 150 is a resin
material such as polyacetal, polycarbonate, or the
like. In order to enhance rigidity of the coupling 150,
it is also possible to enhance the rigidity by
incorporating glass fiber or the like into the resin
material depending on a load torque. Further, it is

also possible to employ a metal material. Thus, the
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material for the coupling 150 may be appropriately
selectable. Eowever, the resin-made coupling can be
easily processed, so that the xespective cartridges in
this embodiment are formed of the resin material.

The coupling 150 mainly comprises three
portions.

The first portion is engageable with the drive
shaft 180 (which will be described hereinafter) as
shown in Figure 6(c}), and it 1s a driven portion 150a
for receiving the rotational fcrce from the rotational
force transmitting pin 182 which is a rotational force
applying portion (main assembly side rotational force
transmitting portion) provided on the drive shaft 180.
In addition, the second portion is engageable with the
pin 155 provided to the developing device shaft 153,
and it is a driving portion 150b for transmitting the
rotational force to the developing rolier 110. In
addition, the third portion is an intermediate portion
150c for connecting the driven portion 150a and the
driving portion 150b with each other (Figure 8 (c) and
(£))-

As shown in Figure 6(f) the driven portion
150a is provided with a drive shaft insertion opening
portion 150m which expands toward the rotation axis L2.
The driving portion 150b has a developing device shaft
insertion opening portion 1501.

The opening 150m is defined by a conical
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driving shaft receiving surface 150f which expands
toward the drive shaft 180 (Figures 9 to 13) side. The
recelving surface 150f constitutes a recess 150z as
shown in Figure 6 (f). The recess 150z includes the
opening 150m at a position opposite from the
developing roller 110 with respect to the direction of
the axis L2.

By this, regardless of rotation phase of the
developing roller 110 in the cartridge B, the coupling
150 can move (pivot) among a pre-engagement angular
position (Figure 22{(a)), a rotational force
transmitting angular position (Figure 22(d)), and a
disengaging ahgular position (Figures 25(a) (d))
relative to the axis L3 of the drive shaft 180 without
being prevented by the free end portion 182a of the
drive shaft 180. The details thereof will be described
hereinafter.

A plurxality of projections (the engaging
portions) 150d (15041 - 150d4)} are provided at equal
intervals on a circumference about the axis L2 on an
end surface of the recess 150z. Between the adjacent
projections 150d, entrance portions 150k (150kl, 150k2,
150k3, 150k4} are provided. An interval between the
adjacent projections 150d1 - 150d4 is larger than the
outer diameter of the pin 182, so that the rotational
force transmitting pins provide& to the drive shaft

180 (rotational force applying portions) 182 are
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received. The pins are the rotational force applying
portions. The recesses between the adjacent
projections are the entrance portions 150%1-150k4.
When the rotational force is transmitted to the
coupling 150 from the drive shaft 180, the pins 182
are received by any of the entrance portions 150kl-
150k4. In addition, in Figure 6 (d), the rotational
force reception suxrfaces (rotational force receiving
portions) 150e (150e1-150ed) are provided in the
upstream with respect to the clockwise direction (X1}
of each projection 150d. The receiving surface 150el-
150ed4 is extended in the direction crossing with the
rotational direction of thé coupling 150. More
particularly, the projection 150dl has z receiving
surface 150el, the projection 150d2 has a receiving
surface 130e2, the projection 150d3 has a receiving
surface 150e3, and, a projection 150d4 has a receiving
surface 130e4. In the state where the drive shaft 180
rotates, the pin 182al, 182a2 contacts to any of the
receiving surfaces 150e. By doing so, the receiving
surface 130e contacted by the pin 182al, 182a2 is
pushed by the pin 182. By this, the coupling 150
rotates about the axis LZ2.

In order to stabilize the transmission torque
transmitted to the coupiing 150 as much as possible,
it is desirable to dispose the rotational force

receiving surfaces 150e on a phantom circle(the same
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circumference) that has a center O on the axis

L2 {(Figure 6{d)). By this, the rotational force
transmission radius is constant and the torque
transmitted to the coupling 150 is stabilized. In
addition, as for the projections 150d, it is
preferable that the position of the coupling 150 is
stabilized by the balance of the forces which the
coupling 150 receives. For that reason, in this
embodiment, the receiving surfaces 150e are disposed
at the diametrically opposed positions k180 degrees) .
More particularly, in this embodiment, the receiving
surface 150el and the receiving surface 150e3 are
diametrically opposed relztive to each other, and the
recelving surface 150e2 and the surface 150e4 are
diametrically opposed relative to each other. By this
arrangement, the forces which the coupling 150
recelves constitute a force couple. Therefore, the
coupling 150 can continue rotary motion only by
recelving the force ccuple. For this reason, the
couplﬁng 150 can rotate without the necessity of being
specified in the positioﬂ of the rotation axis L2
thereof. In addition, as for the number thereof, as
long as the pins 182 of the drive shaft 180 (the
rotational force applying portion} can enter the
entrance portions 150x(150k1-150k2), it i1s possible to
select suitably. In this embodiment, as shown in

Figure 6, the four receiving surfaces are provided.
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This embodiment is not limited teo this example. For
example, the receilving surfaces 150e (projections
150d1-150d4) do not need to be disposed on the same
circumference (the phantom circle Cl and Figure 6(d)).
Or, it is not necessary to dispose at the
diametrically opposed positions. However, the effects
described above can be provided by disposing the
receiving surfaces 150e as described above.

Here, in this embodiment, the diameter of the
pin is approximately 2 mm, and a circumferential
length of the entrance portion 130k is approximately 8
mm. The circumferential length of the entrance poxtion
150k is an interval between adjacent projections 150d
(en the phantom circle). The dimensions are not
limiting to the present invention.

Similarly to the opening 150m, a developing
device shaft insertion opening portion 1501 has a
conical rotational force receiving surface 150i of an
as an expanded part which exgpands toward the
developing device shaft 153. The receiving surface
1501 constitutes a recess 150q, as shown in Figure 6
(£}

By this, irrespective of the rotation phase of
the developing roller 110 ir the cartridge B, the
coupling 150 can move (pivot, swing) among a rotational
force"transmitting angular position, a pre-engagement

angular position, and a disengaging angular position
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to the axis L1 without being prevented by the free end
portion of the developing device shaft 153. The recess
150q is constituted in the illustrated example by a
conical recelving surface 150i which it has centering
on the axis L2. The standby openings 150g 1 or 150g2
("opening") are provided in the receiving surface 150i
(Figure 6(b)). As for the coupling 150, the pins 158
can be inserted into the inside of this opening 150g 1
or 150g2 so that it may be mounted to the developing
device shaft 153. And, the size of the openings 150q 1
or 15092 is lafger than the outer diameter of the pin
155. By doing so, irrespective of the rotation phase
of the developing roller 110 in the cartridge B, the
coupling 150 is movable (pivotable, swingable) among
the rotational force transmitting angular position and
the pre-engagement angular position (or disengaging
angular.position) as will be described hereinafter
without being prevented by the pin 155.

More particularly, the projection 150d is
provided adjacent to the free end of the recess 150z.
And, the projections (projection portions) 1504
project in the intersection direction crossing with
the rotational direction in which the coupling 150
rotates, and are provided with the intervals along the
rotational direction. And, in the state where the
cariridge B is mounted to the éotary C, the receiving

surfaces 150e engage to or abutted to the pin 182, and
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are pushed by the pin 182 receiving the force from the
rotating drive shaft.

By this, the receiving surfaces 150e receive
the rotational force from the drive shaft 180. In
addition, the receiving surfaces 150e are disposed in
equidistant from the axis L2, and constitute a pair
interposing the axis L2 they are constituted by the
surface in the intersection direction in the
projections 150d. In addition, the entrance portions
(recesses) 150k are provided along the rotational
direction, and they are depressed in the direction of
the axis L2.

The entrance portion 150k is formed as a space
between the adjacent projections 150d. In the state
where the cartridge B is mounted to the rotary C in
the case where the drive axis stops its rotation, the
pin 182 enters the entrance portion 150k when the
coupling engages with the drive shaft 180. And, the
pin 182 of the rotating drivs shaft 180 pushes the
receiving surface 150e. Or, in the case where the
drive shaft 180 has already rotated when the coupling
engages with the drive shaft 180, the pin 182 enters
the entrance portion 150k and pushes the receiving
portion 150e.

By this, the coupling 150 rotates.

The rotational force receiving surface

{rotaticnal force receiving member (portion)) 150e may
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be disposed inside of the driving shaft receiving
surface 150f. Oxr, the receiving surface 150e may be
provided in the portion outwardly projected from the
receiving surface 150f with respect to the direction
of the axis L2. When the receiving surface 150e is

disposed inside of the receiving surface 150f, the

“entrance portion 150k is disposed inside of the

receiving surface 150f

More particularly, the entrance poxtion 150k is
the recess provided between the projections 150d in-
the inside of the arc part of the receiving surface
150f. In addition, when the receiving surface 150e is
disposed at the position which outwardly projects, the
entrance portion 150k is the recess positioned between
the projections 150d. Here, the recess may be a
through hole extended in the direction of the axis L2,
or it may be closed at one end thereof. NMore
particularly, the recess is provided by the, space
region provided between the projection 150d. And, what
is necessary is just to be able to enter the pin 182
into the region in the state where the cartridge 3 is
mounted to the rotary C.

These structures of the standing-by portion
apply similarly to the embodiments as will be
described hereinafter.

In Figure 6 {(e), the rotational force

transmission surfaces (the rotational force




10

15

20

25

transmitting portions) 150h and (150h 1 or 150h2) are
provided in the upstream, with respect to the
counterclockwise direction (X2), of the ovening 150g 1
or 150g2. BAnd, the rotational force is transmitted to
the developing roller 110 from the coupling 150 by the
convection sections 150h 1 or 150h2 contacting to the
pins 155al1, 155a2. More varticularly, the tranémitting
surfaces 150h 1 or 150h2 push the side surface of the
pin 1535. By this, the coupling 150 rotates with the
center thereof aligned with éhe axis L2. The
transmitting surface 150hl or 150h2 is extended in the
direction crossing with the rotaticnal direction of
the coupling 150.

Similarly to the projection 150d, it is
desirable to dispose the transmitting surfaces 150hl
or 150h2 diametrically opposed relative to each other
on the same circumference.

At the time of manufacturing the drum coupling
member 150 with an injection molding, the internediate
portion 150c¢c may become thin. This is because the
coupling is manufactured so that the driving force
receiving portion 130a, the driving portion 150b and
the intermediate poxtion 150c have a substantially
uniform thickness. When the rigidity of the
intermediate portion 150c is insufficient, therefore,
it is‘possible to make the intermediate portion 150c

thick so that driven portion 150a, the driving portion
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150b, and the intermediate portion 150c have the

substantially equivalent thickness.

(6) shape of supporting member

The description will be made, referring to
Figure 7, about a supporting member (mounting member)
157. Fiéure 7 (a) is a perspective view, as seen from
a drive shaft side, and Figure 7 (b} is a perspective
view,las seen from the develobing roller side.

The supporting member 157 has functions of
holding the coupling 150 and positioning the cartridge
B in the rotary C. Further, it has the function of
supporting the coupling 150 sc that the rotatioﬁal
force can be transmitted to the developing roller 110.

More particularxly, the supporting member 157
mounts the cartridge 150 to the cartridge 150.

As shown in Figure 7 the supporting member
includes a guide 140L2 during moﬁnting and demounting
of the carfridge B with respect to an accommodating
portion 130a provided to the rotary C and a cylinder
140L1 for positioning the cartridge B in the
accommodating portion 130a. 2nd, the coupling 150
described above is disposecd in an innexr space 157b of
a cylinder portion 157c provided coaxially with the
developing roller (not shown). At an inner peripheral
surface 1571 constituting the épace'157b, ribs 157el

and 157e2 for retaining the coupling 150 in the
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cartridge B are provided. The riks 157el and 157e2 are
provided opposite to each other with respect to a
movement direction X4 of the cartridge B (rotational
direction of the rotary C). The supporting member 157
is provided with positioning portions 157d1l and 157d2
for fixing it to the developing device frame 113 and
provided with holes 157gl or 157g2 which penetrate the

fixing screw.

{6) Supporting constitution of coupling with respect
to cartridge frame

Referring to Figure 8 - Figure 13, the
description will be made as to the supporting
constitution (mounting constitution) of the developing
roller 110 and the coupling 150 with respect to the
developing device frame{cartridge frame)ll3. Figure 8§
is an enlarged view, as seen from the driving side, of
the major part around the developing roller of the
cartridge. Figure 9 is a sectional view taken along
34~354 of Tigure 8. PFigure 10 is a sectional view,
taken along a developing axis L1, which illustrate the
state before mounting cf the coupling and supporting
member. Figure 11 is a sectional view which
illustrates a state after the mounting. Figure 12 is a
sectional view when the axis L2 of the coupling is
substantially coaxially aligned with the axis L1 of

the developing roller. Figure 13 is & sectional view
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which illustrates a state after rotating the coupling
through 90 degrees from the state of Figure 12. Figure
14 is a perspective view which illustrates the
combined state of the developing roller shaft and the
coupling. Figure 14 (bl)-(b5) are perspective views,
and Figure 15(al)-{ab5) are views as seen from the axis
L1 direction.

Aslshown in Figure 14 the coupling 150 is
mounted so ﬁhat the axis L2 thereof can incline in any
direction relative to the axis L1 of the developing
roller shaft 153 (developing roller).

In Figure 14 {al) and Figure 14 (bl), the axis
L2 of the coupling 150 is co-axial with the axis Ll of
the develbping rcller 153. The state when the coupling
150 is inclined upwérd from this state is illustrated

in Figure 14 (a2) and Figure 14 (b2). BAs shown in

these figures, when the axis L2 is inclined toward the

opening 150g side, the pin moves within the opening
150g when these members are relatively viewed on the
basis of the coupling. As a result, the coupling 150
is inclined about an axis BAX (Figure 12 (a2)) '
perpendicular to the opening 150a.

In Figure 14 (b3), the state where the
coupling 150 is inclined rightward is shown. As shown
in this Figure, when the azis 1.2 inclines in the
orthogonality direction of the opening 150g, the pin

rotates within the opening 150g when these members are
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relatively viewed on the basis of the coupling. The
axis of rotation is the axis AY (Figure 14(a3))} of the
transmission pin 155.

The states where the coupling 150 is inclined
downward and leftward are shown in Figures 14(ad) and
{b4) and Figures 14 (a5) and (b5), respectively. The
coupling 150 inclined about each of the axes AX and AY.

‘ In the directions different from the ZiInclining
direction described in the foregoing, for example, at
an intermediate position in the inclination direction
in Figures 14 (a2) and 14 (a3), and at each of
intermediate positions in the inclination directions
in Figures 14 {(a3) and 14 (ad4) and Figure 14 (a5) and
14 (a2), the inclination is made by combining the
rotations in the directions of the rotational axes BAX
and AY. Thus, the axis 12 can be pivoted in any
direction relative to the axis L1. At this time, the
pin 155 is provided to the developing roller shaft 153.
More particularly, the pin 155 projects from a
peripheral surface of the developing roller shafit 153.
The coupling 150 disposed opposite to the pin 155 is
provided with the opening 150g. A size of the opening
150g is set so that the pin does not interfere with
the pin when the axis L2 inclined relative to the axis
Ll.

More particularly, the transmitting surface

(rotational force transmitting portion) 150h is
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movable relative to the pin (rotational force
receiving portion) 155(figure 14). The pin 155 has the
transmitting surface 150 in the movable condition. And,
the transmitting surface 150h and the pin 155 are
engaged to each other in the rotational direction of
the coupling 150. Further, the gap is provided between
the transmitting surface 150h and the pin 155. By this,
the coupling 150 is movable (pivotable, swingable) in
all directions sugstantially relative to the axis Lil.

It has been mentioned that the axis L2 is
slantable or inclinable in zny direction relative to
the axis Ll. However, the axis 12 does not necessarily
need to be linearly slantable to the predetermined
angle in the full range of 360-degree direction in the
coupling 150. For example, theiopening 150g can be
selected to be slightly wider in the circumferential
direction. By doing so, the time of the axis L2
inclining relative to the axis L1, even if it is the
case where i1t cannot incline to the predetermined
angle linearly, the coupling 150 can rotate to a
slight degree around the axis L2. Therefore, it can be
inclined to the predetermined angle. In other words,
the amount of the play in the rotational direction of
the opening 150g is selected préperly if necessary.

In this manner, the coupling 150 is revolvable
or swingable over the fullwcircumference substantially

relative to the axis L1 of the developing roller 110.
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More particularly, the coupling 150 is pivotable over
the full-circumference thereof substantizlly relative
to the drum shaft 153.

Furthermore, as will be understood from the
foregoing explanation, the coupling 150 is capable of
whirling in and substantially over the circumiferential
direction of the drum shaft 153. Here, the whirling
motion is not a motion with which the coupling itself
rotates ébout the axis L2, but the inclined axis L2
rotates about the axis Ll of the developing roller
although the whirling here does not preclude the
rotation of the coupling per se about the axis L2 of
the coupling 150.

It has been mentioned that the axis L2 is
slantable or inclinable in any direction relative to
the axis Ll. However, the axis L2 does not necessarily
need to be linearly slantable to the predetermined
angle in the full range of 360-degree direction in the
coupling 150. For example and the opening 150g can be
selected to be slightly wider in the circumferential
direction. By doing so, the time of the axils L2
inclining relative to the axis Ll, even if it is the
case where it cannot incline to the<> predetermined
angle linearly and the coupiing 150 can rotate to a
slight degree around the axis L2. Therefore, it‘can be
inclined to the predetermined angle. In other words;

the amount of the play in the rotational direction of
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the opening 150g is selected properly if necessary, in
this manner and the couplinc 150 is revolvable or
swingable over the full-circumference substantially
relative to drum shaft (rotational force receiving
member} 153. More particularly and the coupling 150

is pivotable over the full-circumference thereof
substantially relative to the drum shaft 153,
furthermore and as will be understood from the
foregoing explanation, ghe coupling 150 is capable of
whirling in and substantially over the circumferential
direction of the drum shaft 153. Here and the whirling
motion is not a motion with which the coupling itself
rotates about the axis 12 and but the inclined axis 12
rotates about the axis L1 of the photeosensitive drum
and although the whirling here does not preclude the
rotation of the coupling per se about the axis L2 of
the coupling 150.

In addition, the range movable in all
directions substantially is the range in which when
the user mounts the cartridge B to the apparatus main
assembly A, the coupling can move to the rotational
force transmitting angular position irrespective of
the phase of the drive shaft having the rotational
force applying portion. In addition, it is the range
in which, in disengaging the coupling from the drive
shaft, the coupling can move to the disengaging

angular position irrespective of the stop angle phase
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of the drive shaft.

In addition, the coupling is provided with a
gap between the rotational force transmitting portion
{rotational force transmitting surface 150h, for
example), and the rotational force transmitting
portion and the rotational force receiving portion
(pin 155, for example) to engage, so that it is
pivotable in a%l directions substantially relative to
the axis L1l. In this menner, the coupling is mounted
to the end of the cartridge B. For this reason, the
coupling is the movable substantially in all
directions relative to the axis Ll.

This structure is similar in the embodiments
of the coupling as will be described hereinafter.

The assemblying processes will be described.

Afte; mounting the developing roller 110
rotatably to the developing device frame 113, the pin
155 is mounted to the development shaft 153.
Thereafter, the development gear 145 is assembled to
the development shaft 153.

Thereafter, as shown in Figure 10, the
coupling 150 and the supporting member 157 are
inserted in the direction ¥X3. First, the driving
portion 150b is inserted toward the direction X3
downstream, while maintaining the axis L2 oi the
coﬁpling 150 in parallel with X3. At this time, the

phase of the pin 155 of the development shaft 153 and
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the phase of the opening 150g of the coupling 150 are
matched with each other, and the pin 155 is made
inserted into the openings 150gl or 150g2. And, the
free end portion 153b of the development shaft 153 is
abutted to the receiving surface 150i the coupling 150.
The free end portion 153b of the development shaft 153
is the spherical surface and the receiving surface
1501 the coupling 150 is a conic surface. Therefore,
the driving portion 150b side ;f the coupling 150 is
positioned to the center (the center of the spherical
surface) of the free end portion 153b of the
development shaft 153. As will be described
hereinafter, when the coupling 150 rotates by the
transmission of the driving force (rotational force)
from the apparatus main assembly A, the pin 155
positioned in the opening 150g will be contacted to
the rotational force transmission surfaces 150h 1 ox
150h2 and (Figure 6b). By this, the rotational force
can ke transmitted. ThereaZter, one 157w of the end of
surfaées of the supporting member 157 ‘is inserted
downstream with respect to the direction X3. By this,
a part of coupling 150 is received in the space
portion 157b of the supporting member 157. And, the
supporting member 157 is fixed in the developing frame
115, thus, an integral developing cartridge B is
established. .

The dimensions of the various portions of the
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coupling 150 will be described. As shown in Figure 10
(c), a maximum outer diameter of the driven portion
150a of the coupling 150 is ®D2, a maximum outer
diameter of the driving portion 150b is &Dl, and a
small diameter of the opening 150g is ®D3. In additionm,
a maximum outer diameter of the pin 155 is &D53, and an -
inner diameter of the retention rib 157e of the
supporting member 157 is ®D4. Here, the maximum outer
diameter is the outer diameter of a maximum rotation
locus about the rotational axis Ll of the developing
roller 110. The maximum cuter diaméters D1, and

®D3 relating to the coupling 150 are the outer
diameter of maximum rotation locus about the axis ILZ.
At this time, sinée ®D5 < $D3 is satisfied, the
coupling 150 can be assembled to the predetexrmined
position by the straight mounting operation in the
direction X3 therefore, the assembling property is
high. The diameter of the inner suxrface ®D4 of the
retention rib 157e of the bearing member 157 is larger
than ¢D2 of the coupling 150, and smaller than @Dl

(PD2 < ®D4 < ©D1}. By this, just the step attached to
the direction X3 straight is sufficient to assemble
the supporting member i57 to the predetermined
position. For this reason, the assembling property can

be improved (the state after the assembly is shown in

" Figure 11).

As shown in Figure 11, the retention rib 157e
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of the supporting member 157 is disposed closely to a
flange portion 1503 of the coupling 150 in the
directicn of the axis L1l. Mecre specifically, in the
direction of the axis Ll, the distance from an end

surface 15031 of the flange portion 1503 to the axis

h

of the pin 155 is nl. In addition, the distance from
an end surface 157el of the rib 157¢ to the other end
surface 15732 of the flange portion 150j is n2. The
distance n2 < distance nl is satisfi;d.

In addition, with respect to the direction
perpendicular to the axis L1, the flange portion 150j
and the ribs 157el, 157e¢2 are disposed so that they
are cvexlapped relative to each other. More
specifically, the distance né (amount of the
overlapping) from the inner surface 157e3 of the rib
157e to the outer surface 150373 of the flange portion
150j is the overlap amount n4 with respect to the
orthogonality direction of the axis L1.

By such séttings, the pin 155 is prevented
from disengaging from the opening 150g. That is, the
movement of the coupling 158 is limited by the bearing
membexr 157. Thus, the coupling 150 does not disengage
frem the cartridge. The prevention of disengagement
can be accomplished without additional parts. The
dimensions described above are desirable from the
standpoint of reduction of manufacturing and

assemblying costs. However, the present invention is
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not limited to these dimensions.

As described above Figure 9, 11 and 12, the
receiving surface 1501 which.is the recess 150q of the
coupling 150 is in contact with the free end surface
153b of the development shaft 153 which is the
projection. %Therefore, the coupling 150 is swung along
thé free end portion (the spherical surface) 153b
about the center P2 of the free end portion (the
spherical surface) 153b in ;ther words, the axis L2 is
movable substantially in all directions irrespective
of the phase of the drum shaft 153. The axis L2 of the
coupling 150 is movable (pivotable, revolvable,
movable) in all directions substantially. As will be
described hereinzfter, in order that the coupling 150
may engage with the drive shaft 180, the axis L2 is
inclined toward thé downstream with respect to the
rotating direction of the rotary C relative to the
axis Ll, just before the engagement. In other words,
as shown in Figure 17, the axis L2 inclines so that
the driven portion 150a of the coupling 150 positions
at the downstream side with respect to the rotational
direction X4 of the rotary.

The still more detailéd description will be
made.

As shown in Figure 12, a distance n3 between a
méximum outer diameter part and supporting member 157

of the driving portion 150b the coupling 150 is
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selected so that a slight gap is provided between them.
By this, the coupling 150 is pivotable.

As shown in Figure 7, the ribs 157el and 157e2
are semi~circular ribs extending in parallel with the
axis Ll. The ribs 157el and 157e2 are perpendicular to
the rotational direction X4.

In addition, a distance n2 (Figure 11) in the
direction of the axis L1 from the rib 157e to the
flange portion 1507 is shorter than a dist;nce nl from
the center of the pin 155 to the driwving portion 150b
side edge. By this, the pir 155 does not disengage
from the openings 150gl and 150gl.

Therefore, as shown in Figure 8, the driven portion
150a is greatly pivotable in the direction X4 relative
to the axis L2 the coupling 150. In other worxds, the
driving portion 150b is greatly pivotable toward the
side not provided with the rib'150e {perpendicular to
the sheet of the drawing). Figure 9 illustrates the
state after the axis L2 is inclined. In addition,

the coupling 150 can also be movable to the state
substantially parallel to the axis L1 as shown In
Figure 12 from the state of the inclined axis L2 as
shown in Figure 9. In this manner, the ribs 157el and
157e2 are disposed. By doing so, the axis L2 of the
coupling 150 can be made pivotable relative to the
axis L1, and in additiOn,-the developing frame and 13

can be prevented from disengaging from the coupling
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The coupling 150 has a play (the distance n2)
in the direction of the axis L1 relative to the
development shaft 153. Therefore, the receiving
surface 1501 {(the conic surface) may not always
contact snuggly the drum shaft free end porticon 153b
(the spherical surface). In other words, the center of
the pivoting may deviate from the center of curvature
P2 of the spherical surface. However, even in such a
case, the axis L2 is rotatable or pivotable relative
to the axis L1. For this reason, the purpose of this
embodiment can be accomplishad.

In addition, maximum possible inclination
angle o {(Figure 8) between the axis L1 and the axis L2
is limited to one half of the taper angle (al, Figure
6(f)) between the axis L2 and the receiving surface
150i. The apex angle of the conical shape of the
receiving surface 150i the coupling 150 can be
properly selected. By doing so, the inclination angle
& 4 of the coupling 150 are set to the optimal value.
The shape of the columnar portion 153a of the
development shaft 153 may be simply cylindrical. By
this, the manufacturing cost can be saved.

The width of the opening 150g in the standby
state is selected so that the pin 153 may not
interfere when the axis I.2 inclinés, as described

hereinbefore.
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The locus of the flange portion 150j when the
driven portion 150a side inclines in the direction X5
is illustrated by the region Tl in Figure 13. As shown
in the Figure, even if the coupling 150 inclines, the
interference with the pin 155 does not occur, and
therefore, the flange portion 150j can be provided
over the full-circumference of the coupling 150
(Figure 6(b)). In other words, the shaft receiving
surface 1501 has conical shape, and therefore, wﬂen
the coupling 150 inclines, the pin 155 does not enter
in the region Tl1. For this reason, the cutting away
range of the coupling 150 is minimized. Therefore, the
rigidity of the coupling 150 can be assured.

(7) Description of constitution of rotary (moving
member, rotation selecting mechanism) of apparatus
mein assembly

Next, with reference to Figu;es 15 to 21, a
constitution of the rotary C as the moving member will
be described. Figures 15 and 16 are perspective views
of the rotary C in a state in which the developing
cartridge B is not mounted. Figure 17A is a
perspective view showing a state in which a single
developing cartridge B 1s mounted to the rotary C.
Figures 18 to 21 are side views showing the rotary C,
the photosensitive drum 107, a driving train, and the
developing cartridge B.

In the axial line L1 direction, rotary flanges
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50L and 50R are provided at both end portions. Outside
the rotary flanges 50L and 50R in the axial line L1
direction, rotary side plates 541 and 54R are provided,
respectively. The rotary flanges 50L and 50R and a
central shaft 51 thereof are rotatably supported by

the side plates 541 and 54R located outermostly in the
axial line L1 direction.

At opposing surfaces 50Lb and 50Rb of the pair
of flanges 50L and 50R, groove-like mai; assembly
guides 130L1, 130L2, 130L3, 130L4, 130R1l, 130R2, 130RS3,
and 130R4 used during mounting and demounting of the
cartridge B with respect to the rotary C
(accommodating portion 1302} are provided. Along these
main assembly guides provided to the apparatus main
assembly B, cartridge-side guides 140R1l, 140R2, 14011,
and 140L2 (Figuvres 2 and 3) of the cartridge 3 are
inserted. That is, the cart;idge B is mountable to and
demountable from the rotary C. The cartridge B is
detachably mounted to the rotary C by the user.

More specifically, at one end of the cartridge
B (B1) with respect toc a longitudinal direction of the
cartridge B (Bl), the guides 140Rl1 and 140R2 are
provided. Further, at the other longitudinal end of
the cartridge B (Bl), the guides 140L1 and 140L2 are
provided. The user holds the cartridge B and inserts
éhe guides 140Rl and 140R2 into the guide 130R1

provided to the rotary C. Similarly, the user inserts
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the guides 140L1 and 140L2 into the guide 130L1
provided to the rotary C. In this way, the cartridge B
is detachably mounted to the accommodating poxrtion
130A provided to the rotary C by the user. That is,
the cartridge B is guided by the above-described
guides and is mounted to and demounted from the
accommodating portion 130A with respect to a direction
crossing the longitudinal direction of the caxtridge B
(developing roller 110). The cartridge B is mounted iﬁ
a direction in which the longitudinal direction
intersects a rotational direction X4 of the rotary C.
Therefore, the cartridge B (coupling) provided at one
longitudinal end of the cartridge B is moved in a
direction substantially perpendicular to the driving
shaft 180 by rotation of the rotary C. The cartridge B
mounted to the rotary C is liable to rotate about
arcuate guides 140Rl and 140L1 when a rota?ing force
is transmitted from the apparatus main assembly A to
the cartridge B. However, elongated guides 140R2 and
140L2 contact inner surfaces of grooves of the guides
130R1 .and 130 L1, so that the cartridge B is
positional Qith respect to the rotary C. That is, the
cartridge B is detachably accommodated in the
accommodating portion 130A.

Similarly, the cartridge é (B2) is guided by
the guides 130R2 and 130Lé provided to the rotary C

and detachably mounted to the accommodating poxrtion
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130A. The cartridge B (B3) is guided by the guides
130R3 and 130L3 provided to the rotary C and
detachabl& mounted to the accommodating portion 130A.
The cartridge B (B4) is guided by the guides 130R4 and
130L4 provided to the rotary C and detachably mounted
to the accommpdating portion 130A.

That is, the ‘cartridge B is detachably
accommodated by the user in the accommodating portion
130A provided to the rotazy C. |

Figure 17 shows a state in which the
developing cartridge B is mounted in the appagatus
main assembly 4 (rotary C).

Fach of the developing cartridges B is
positioned with respect to the rotary C gnd is rotated
by rotation of the rotary C. At this time, the
developing cartridge B is fixed to the rotary C by an
urging spring, a lock, or the like (not shown) so that
a position of the developing cartridge B is not
deviated by the rotation of the rotary C.

To the other rotary side plate 545, a driving
mechanism for rotating the developing roller (not
shown) is provided. That is, a developing device
driving gear 181 engages with a pinion 65 fixed to =a
motor shaft of the motor 64. When the motor starts
rotation, a rotating force is transmitted to the gear

181. The driving shaft 180 coaxially disposed with the

gear 181 starts rotation. Bs a result, the rotating
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force of the driving shaft 180 is transmitted to the
developing roller 110 and the like through the
coupling 150. Incidentally, in this embodiment, the
driving shaft 180 has started rotation before the
engagement of the coupling 150. However, timing of'the
start of rotation of the driving shaft 180 can be
appropriately selectable. |

The cartridge B rotates together with the pair
of rotary flanges 50L and 50R. That is, the rotary C
stops its rotation when it is rotated a predetermined
angle. As a result, the cartridge B is positioned at a
position {developing position) opposite to the
photosensitive drum 107 provided to the apparatus main
assembly A. The coupling 150 engages with the driving
shaft 180 substantialiy simultaneously with the
positioning and stop of the cartridge B. That is, a
recess 1502 covers an end of an end portion 180b'of
the driving shaft 180.

The driving shaft 180 has the substantially
same constitution as the above-described developing
shaft. That is, the driving shaft 180 includes a
spherical end portion 180b and a pin 182 penetrating
an almost center of a principal portion 180a of its
cylindrical shape. By this pin 182, a rotating force
(driving force) is tramsmitted to the cartridge B
through the coupling 150.

To the rotary C, the four color cartridges 3B
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cartridges B to the photosensitive drum 107 is
performed in the following manner.

BAs described zbove, the flanges 50L and 50R
are rotatably supported by tae rotary side plates 54L
and 54R. The rotary side plates 54L and 54R at both
ends are positioned and fixéd to side plates (not
shown of the apparatus main assembly A through a
swingable shait 60 rotatably disposed above the rot;ry
side plates 54L and 54R. 1In other words, the cartridge
B, the rotary flanges 50, and the rotary side plates
54 are integrally swung about the swingable shaft 60.
That 1s, integral swinging movement of the cartridge B
and the rotary C is performed. As a result, the
cartridge B 1s pressed against or separated from the
photosensitive drum 107.

This pressing and seperating operation
performed by pressing up a rotary stay 66 disposed
between the rotary side plates 54L and 54R by rotation
of a cam (not shown). |

Further, as described with reference to Figure
15, the driving shaft 1B0 is positioned and mounted at
a predetermined position of the apparatus main
assembly A with respect to a radial direction and an

axial substantially. Further, the cartridge B is also

positioned at a predetermined position of the

apparatus main assembly B by stop of the rotation of
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the rotary C. These positioned driving shaft 180 and
cartridge B are connected by the coupling 150. The
coupling 150 is swingable (pivotable, movable) with
respect to the cartridge B (frame). Accordingly, even
between the driving shaft 180 positioned at the
predetermined position and the cartridge B positioned
at the predetermined position, the coupling 150 is
capable of trénsmitting the rotating force smoothly.
That 1is, even when there is some shaft (axis)
deviztion between the driving shaft 180 and the
cartridge 150, the coupling 150 can smoothly transmit
the rotating force.

This is one of remarkable effects of the
embodiment of the coupling to which the present
invention is applied.

(8) Switching constitution of developing cartridge
(developing device)

At each of the outer peripheral surfaces of
the flanges 501 and 50R, a gear 50a is integrally
provided as shown in Figures 15 to 17. A pair of idler
gears 59L and 5S8R engaged with these gears 50a is
disposed at both longitudinal end portions. These
idlerxr géars 59L and 59R are connected by the swingable
shaft 60. When the flange 50L disposed at one of the
longitudinal ends is rotated, the other flange 50R is
rotated in phase through the gears 591 and 59R. By

employing such a driving constitution, during the
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rotation of the rotary C or the rotation of the
developing roller 110, torsion of either one of the
flanges 50L and 50R is prevented.

With the gears 591, and 59R connected to the
swinging center of the rotary side plates 54L and 54R,
i.e., the swingable shaft 60, a rotary driving gear 65
engages. This gear 65 is connected to the motor 61.
To a rotating shaff of the motor 61, an encoder 62 is
mounted. The encoder 62 detects an amount of rotation
of the motor 61 and controls the number of rotation.
Further, at an outer peripheral surface of one flange
50L, a flag 57 projected from the flange 50L in a
radial direction is provided (Figure 16). The ilange
50L and the flag 57 are rotated sc as to pass through
a photo~-interruptor 58 fixed to the side plate 58. By
detecting blocking of the photo-interruptor with the
flag 57, the rotary C is controlled so as to rotate
every predetermined angle. That is, after the rotary C
rotates a predetermined angle from the time when the

flag 57 blocks the photo-interruptor, the first

developing cartridge stops at a position opposite to

the photosensitive drum 107. The rotary C is further
rotated a predetermined angle in one direction and
thereafter the second developing cartridge stops at a
position opposite to the phctosensitive drum 107. By
repeating this operation four times in total {stops of

the four colox developing cartridges}), a color image
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is formed.

That is, the cartricdge B is moved in a
direction perpendicular to the axial line L3 of the
driving shaft 180 by the rotate of the rotary C in one
direction in a state in which the cartridge B is
mounted to the rotary C.

At an upper surface of the apparatus main
assembly A, an opening for mounting and demounting the
developing cartridge B by the user and an
openable/closable cover 40 (Figure 4) for covering the
opening are provided. Further, a door switch {(not
shown)} for detecting the open/close of the cover 40 is
provided, A rotation operation of the rotary C is
started during electric powexr on and when the cover 40
is closed (when the door switch is turned on).

{9) Positioning constitution of developing cartridge
(developing device) during switchling operation

Operations of the rotary C and the cartridge B
will be described step by step with reference to
Figures 18 to 21. For ease of description, only one
cartridge in the rotary is shown.

First, in a state shown in Figure 18, the
cariridge B does not reach a predetermined position
{the coupling member 150 is located at a pre-rotation
angular position). When the rotary C (is revolved in a
direction of X4, the flag 57 partially projected from

the outer peripheral surface of the rotary flange 50
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described above reaches the photo-intexruptor 58, so
that the rotary C stops at a predetermined position (a
state shown in Figure 19). At this time, the driving
shaft 180 and the coupling 150 of the cartridge B are
connected to each other (the coupling member 150 is
located at a rotating force transmitting angular
position). The developing roller 110 is'placed in a
rotatable state. In this embodiment, the driving shaft
180 has'already been rotated in a state in which the
coupling 150 starts engagement with the driving shaft
180. For this reason, the developing roller 110 is
rotated. However, in the case where the driving shaft
180 is stopped in a state in which the coupling 150 is
engaged with the driving shaft 180, the coupling 150
walts in the rotatable state. The engagement
{connection) of the coupling 150 with the driving
shaft 180 will be described later in detail.

Then, as described zbove, the cam (not shown)
is actuated to contact the rotary stay 66, so that the

rotary C is moved countexclockwisely about the

" swingable shaft 60. That is the developing roller 110

contacts the photosensitive drum 107 by being moved in
an X1 direction {(a state of Figure 20). Then, a
predetermined image forming operation is performed.
When the image forming operation is completed,
the rotary C is rotated in a clockwise direction about

the swingable shaft 60 by a force of a spring (not
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shown). Thus, the rctary C is restored to the state
shown in Figure 19. That is, the developing roller 110
is moved apart from the photosensitive drum 107 (the
coupling member 150 is located at a disengagement
angular position).

Then, the rotary C is rotated about the
central shaft 51 in the X4 direction so that a
subsequent cartridge B can reach the developing
position (a state of Figure 21). At this time, the
connection between the driving shaft 180 and the
coupling 150 is released. That is, the coupling 150 is
disconnected from the driving shaft 180. The operation
at this time will be specifically described later.

The above-described operations from the
operation described with reference to Figure 18 to the
operation described with reference to Figure 21 are
repeated four times in total for four colors, so that
color image formation is effected.

(10) Bngaging operation / Rotational force
transmission / Disengaging operation, of the coupling.

As has been described in the foregoing,
immediately before the cartridge B stops at the
predetermined position of the apparatus main assembly
A, or substantially simultaneously therewith, the
coupling 150 is engaged with the drive shaft 180.

(From Figure 18 to Fig&re 19). And, when the cartridge

B moves from the predetermined position of the
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apparatus main assembly after the rotation during the
predetermined period, the coupling 150 is disengaged
from the drive shaft 180 (from Figure 20 to Figure
21).

Referring to Figure 22-Figure 25, the
description will be made with respect to the engaging
operation, the rotational force transmitting operation
and the disengaging operation of the coupling. TFigure
22 is a longitudinal sectional view illustrating the
drive shaft, the coupling, and the development shaft.
Figure 23 is a longitudinal sectional view
illustrating the phase difference among the drive
shaft, the coupling, and the developmént shaft. Figure
25 1s & longitudinal sectional view illustrating the
drive shaft, the coupling, and the development shaft.

In the process in which the cartridge B moves
to the developing position by the rotation of the
rotary C, the coupling 150 is positioned at the pre-
engagement angular position. More particularly, the
axis L2 of the coupling is baforehand inclined
relative to the axis Ll of the development shaft 153
so that the driven portion 150a positions downstream
of the rotary rotational direction ¥X4. By this
inclination of the coupling 150, a downstream free end
position 150A1 of the rotary C with respect to the
rotational direction X4 thereof is positioned aé the

development shaft 153 side beyond a drive shaft free-
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end 180b3 with respect to the direction of the axis Ll.
In addition, an upstream free end position 15022 with
respect to the direction X4 is positioned at the pin
182 side beyond the drive shaft free-end 180b3 in the
direction of the axis L1 (Figure 22 (a), (b)). Here,
the free end position is the position nearest to the
drive shaft with respect to the direction of the axis
L2 of the driven portion 150a of the coupling 150
shown in Figure 6 (a) and {c¢), and it is the remotest
position from the axis LZ. In other words, it is an
edge line of the driven portion 150a of the coupling
150, or an edge line of the driven projection 150d
depending on the rotation phase of the coupling (1502
in Figure 6 (a) and (c)).

First, the downstream free end position 150Al
with respect to the rotary rotational direction (X4)
passes by the shaft free—end 180b3. And, after the
coupling 150 passes the drive shaft 180, the receiving
surface 150f or the projection 150d of conical shape
of the coupling 150 contacts to the free end portion
180b or the pin 182 of the drive shaft 180. &nd, it
inclines in response to the rotation of the rotary C
so that the axis 12 becomes parallel to the axis L1
(Figure 22 (c)). &and, finally, the position of the
cartridge B is determined relative to the apparatus
main assembly A. More particularly, the rotaxy C stops.

Under the present circumstances, the drive shaft 180
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and the development shaft 153.are substantially co-
axial with each othexr. More particularly, the coupling
150 is moved from the pre-engagement angular position
to the rotational force transmitting angular position
so as to permit the free end position 15021 thereof to
circumvent the drive shaft 180 (pivoting and swinging).
And, the coupling 150 is inclined from the pre- '
engagement angular position “oward the rotational
force transmitting angular position where the axis L2
is substantially co-axial with the axis L1l. And, the
coupling 150 and the drive shaft 180 are engaged with
each other (Figure 22 (d)). More particularly, the
recess 150z covers the free end portion 180bh. By this,
the rotational force is enabled to be stably
transmitted from the drive shaft 180 to the coupling
150. In addition, at this time, the pin 152 is in the
opening 150g (Figure 6 (b)), and the pin 182 is in the
entrance portiop 150k.

) In this embodiment, when the coupling 150
starts the engagement with the drive shaft 180, the
drive shaft 180 is already rotating. Foxr this reason,
the coupling 150 begins the rotation immediétely.
However, when the drive shaft 180 is at rest at the
time of the engagement with the drive shaft 180 of the
coupling 150, the coupling member 150 stands by with
the rotatable state, when the pirn 182 is present in

the entrance portion 150k.
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As has been described hereinbefore, according
to this embodiment, the coupling 150 is pivotable
relative to the axis L1l. Therefore, the coupling 150
can be éngaged relative to the drive shaft 180
correspondingly to the rotation of the rotary C by the
coupling 150 per se inclining, without interfering
with the drive shaft 180 {(coupling).

Furthermore, the engaging operation of the-
coupling 150 described above is possible regardless of
the phase difference between the drive shaft 180 and
the coupling 150. Referring to Figure 14 and Figure 23,
the description will be made as to the phase
difference between the coupling and the drive shaft.
FPigure 23 illustxates the phases of the coupling and
the drive shaft. In Figure 23 {(a), the pin 182 and the
driving shaft receiving surface 150f of the coupling
150 oppose relative to each other in the upstream with
respect to the rotational direction X4 of the rotary.
In Figure 23 (b}, the pin 182 and the projection 150d
of the coupling 150 oopose relative to each other. 1In
Figure 23 (c), the free end portion 180b of the drive
shaft and the projection 150d of the coupling 150
oppose relative to each other. In Figure 23 (d), the
free end portion 180b and the receiving surface 150f
of the coupling cppose relative to each other. As
shown in rFigure 14, tﬂe coupling 150 is mounted

pivotably in all the directions relative to the
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development shaft 153. For this reason, as shown in
Figure 23, the coupling 150 is pivotable in the
mounting direction X4 irrespective of the phase of the
development shaft 153 with respect to the rotational
direction X4. In addition, the @ownstream free end
position 150Al is positioned in the developing roller
110 side from the drive shaft free-end 180b3 in the
rotational direction not related irrespective of the
phase difference between the drive shaft 180 and the
coupling 150. In addition, the inclination angle of
the coupling 150 is set so that the upstream free end
position 150A2 positions in the pin 182 side beyond
the drive shaft free-end 180b3 in the rotational
direction X4. With such a setting, the downstream free
end position 150A1 in the rotational direction X4
passes by the drive shaft free-end 180b3 in response
to the rotating operation of the rotary C. And, in the
case of Figure 23 (a), the driving shaft receiving
surface 150f contacts to the pin 182. In the case of
Figure 23 (b), the projection 150d contacts to the pin
182. In the case of Figure 23 (c), the projection 150d
contacts to the free end portion 180b. In the case of
Figure 23 (d}, the receiving surface 150f contacts to
the free end portion 180b. In addition, the axis 12
approaches to the position in parallel with the axis
11 by the contact force (urging force) produce& when

the rotary C rotates, and they engage with each other
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{coupling). For this reason, irrespective of the phase
difference between the drive shaft 180 and the
coupling 150 or between the coupling 150 and the
development shaft 153, they can engage with each other.
Referring to Figure 24, the rotational force
transmitting operation in the case of the rotation of
the developing roller 110 will be described. The drive
shaft 180 rotates together with the gear (helical
gear) 181 in the direction of X8 in the Figure by the
rotational force received from the motor 64. and, the
pins 182 integral with the drive shaft 180 contact to
any of the rotational force receiving surfaces 150el-
150e4 of the coupling 150. By this, the coupling 150
rotates. The coupling 150 further rotates. By this,
the rotational force transmitting surface 150h 1 or

150h2 of the coupling 150 contacts to the pin 155

‘ integral with the development shaft 153. Then, the

rotational force of the drive shaft 180 rotates the
developing roller 110 through the coupling 150 and the
development shaft 153.

In addition, the free end portion 153b of the
development shaft 153 is contacted to the receiving
surface 150}. The free end portion 180b of the drive
shaft 180 is contacted to the receiving surface 150f.
By this, the coupling 150 is positioned correctly
(Figure 22d). More particularly, the coupling 150 is

positioned to the drive shaft 180 by the recess 150z
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covering the free end portion 180. At this time, even
if the axis L3 and the axis 1Ll are somewhat non-
coaxial with each other, the coupling 150 can rotate
without applying the large load to the development
shaft 153 and the drive shaft 180 by the small
inclination of the coupling .50. For this reason, even
if the drive shaft 180 and the development shaft 153
deviate from each other by slight position deviation
of the cartridge B due to the rotation of the rotary C,
the coupling 150 can transmit the rotational foxce
smoothly.

This is one of the remarkable effects
agcording to an embodiment oI the coupling of the
present invention.

Referring to Figuxe 25, the description will
be made about the disengaging operation of the
coupling 150 from the drive shaft 180 in response to
the movement of the cartridge B from the predetermined
position (developing position) by the rotary C
rotating in the one direction.

First, the pesition of each of the pin 182 at
the time of the cartxidge (B) moving from the
predetermined position will be described. After the
image formation finishes, as will be apparent from the
foregoing description, the pin 182 is positioned at
any two of the entering or entrance portions 150kl-

150k4 (Figure 6). And, the pin 155 is positioned in
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the opening 150gl1 or 150g2.

The description will be made with respect to
the operation of disengaging the coupling 150 from the
drive shaft 180 in interrelation with the operation of
switching to the next developing cartridge B after the
image forming operation using the caxrtridge is
completed.

In the state where the rotation for the
development shaft 153 has stopped, the axis L2 is
substantially co-axial relative to the axis Ll in the
coupling 150 (rotational force transmitting angular
position). 2and, the development shaft 153 moves. in the
dismounting direction X6 with the cartridge (B), and
the receiving surface 150f or the projection 150d in
the upstream wifh respect to the rotational direction
of the rotary is brought into contact to the free end
portion 180b of the drive shaft 180 or the pin 182
(Figure 25a). And, the axis L2 begins to incline
toward the upstream with respect to the rotational.
direction X4 (Figure 25 (b)). This direction of
inclination is the opposite from that of the
inclination of the coupling 150 at the time of the
engagement of the coupling 150 with the drive shaft
180, with respect to the development axis 153. It
moves, while the upstream free end portion 150A2 with
respect to the rotational direction X4 is kept in

contact with the free end pertion 180b by the
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rotational operation of the rotary C. And, in the
axis L2, the upstream free end portion 150 A3 inclines
to the free end 180b3 of the drive shaft (Figure 25
(¢)}). And, in this state, the coupling 150 1is passed
by the drive shaft 180, contacting to the free end
180b3 (Figure 25 (d)).

Thus, the coupling 150 moves from the rotation of for
transmitting anqular position to the disengagement of
angtlar position, so that a part (upstream free-end
portion 150A2}) of the coupling 150 positioned upstream
of the drive shaft 180 with respect to the rotational
direction X4 is permitted to circumvent the drive
shaft 180. Thereifore, the cartridge B moves in
accordance with the rotation of the rotary C to the
position'of shown in Figure 21. 1In addition, before
the completion of the one-full rotation of the rotary
C, the coupling 150 (the axis L1l) inclines toward
downstream with respect to a rotational direction X4
by an unshown means. In other words, the coupling 150

moves from the disengagement angular position to the

.pre—engagement angular position. By this, after the

rotary C completes its one-full rotation, the coupling
150 is in the state engageab’e with the drive shaft
180.

As will be apparent from the foregoing
descripfion, the angle of the pre-engagement angular

position the coupling 150 relative to the axis Ll is
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larger than the angle of the disengaging angular
position. This is because it is preferable that the
pre-engagement angular position is set beforehand such
that during the engagement operation of the coupling,
the distance between the upstream free—gnd the
position 150A1 with respect to the rotational
direction X4 and the free-end 180b3 of the drive shaft
is relatively longer (Figure 22b). This is done in
c;nsideration of the dimensional tolerance of the
parts. On the contrary, at the time of the coupling
disengagement, the axis L2 inclines in interrelation
with the rotation of the rotary C position. Therefore,

the downstream pre-end portion 150A2 of the coupling

‘150 A3 moves along the free end portion 180b3 the

drive shaft. In other words, the downstream free-end
position 180A2 with respect to the rotational
direction X4 and the free end portion 180b3 are
substantially aligned with each other in a direction
of the axis Lli(Figure 25 (¢)). In addition, when the
coupling 150 disengages from the drive shaft 180,. the
disengagement is possible irrespective of the phase
difference between the coupling 150 and the pin 182.

As shown in Figure 22, in the rotational force
transmitting angular position of the coupling 150, the
angle relative to the axis Ll of the coupling 150 is
such tﬁat in the state where thé cartridge (B) is

mounted to the predetermined positicn of the apparatus
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main assembly (A) (the position opposed to the
photosensitive drum}, the coupling 150 receives the
transmission of the rotational force from the drive
shaft 180, and it rotates.

In addition, the pre-engagement angular position of
the coupling 150 is the angular position immediately
before the coupling 150 is brought into engagement
with the drive shaft 180 in the process of mounting
operation to the predetermined position in accoxdance
with the rotation of the rotary C. |

In addition, the disengaging angular position of the
coupling 150 is the angular position relative to the
axis Ll of the coupling 150 at the time of the
disengagement of the cartridge (B) from the drive
shaft 180, in the process of the cartridge. B moving
from the predetermined position in accordance with the
rotation of the rotary C:

In the pre-engagement angular position or the
disengaging angular position, the angles beta2 and
beta3 which the axis L2 makes with the axis L1 are
larger than the angle betal which the axis L2 makes
with the axis L1l in the rotational force transmitting
angular~position. As for the angle theta 1, 0 degree
is preferable. However, in this 'embodiment, if the
angle betal is less than about 15 degrees, the smooth
transmission of the rotational force is accomplished.

This is also one of the effects of this embodiment. 2As
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for the angles beta? and beta3, the range of about 20
- 60 degrees is preferable.

As has been described hereinbefore, the
coupling is pivotably mounted to the axis Ll. And, the
coupling 150 inclines in accordance with the rotation
of the rotary C without interfering with the drive
shaft.

Here, according to the above-described
embodimént of the present invention, even i1f the
cartridge B (developing roller 110) moves in response
to the movement of the rotary C in one direction which
is substantially perpendicular to the direction of the
axis L3 of the drive shaft 280, the drum coupling
member 150 can accomplish the coupling (engagement)
and the disengagement relative to the drive ‘'shaft 180.
This is because the drum coupling member 150 according
to an embodiment of the present invention can take the
rotational force transmitting angular position, the
pre—-engagement angular position, and the disengaging
angular position.

Here, as has been described hereinbesfore, the
rotational force transmitting angular position is the
angular position of the drum coupling member 150 foxr
transmitting the rotational force for rotating the
developing roller 110 to the developing roller 110.

The pre-engagement angular position is the

position inclined from the rotational force




10

15

20

25

83

transmitting angular position, and which is the
angular position of the drum coupling member 150
before the drum coupling member 150 engages with the
rotational force applying portion.

The disengaging angular position is the
position which 1s inclined away from the pre-
engagement angular position from the rotational foxce
traﬁsmitting angular position and which is the angular
position of the drum coupling member 150 for the drum
coupling member 150 to disengage from the drive shaft
180.

In the above described description, at the
time of the disengagement, the upstream receiving
surface 150f or the upstream projection 150d contacts
with the free end portion 180b of the drive shaft 180
in interrelation with the xrotation of the rotary C. By
this, it has been described that the axis L2 inclines
toward the upstream in the rotational direction X4.
However, in this embodiment, this is not inevitable.
For example, a-toggle spring {elastic material)} is
provided adjacent to the xotary fulcrum of the
coupling. And, the structure is such that at the time
of the coupling engagement, the urging force produces
toward the downstream in the rotational direction X4
relative to the coupling. At the time of the
disengégement of the coupling, corresponding to the

rotation of the rotary C, the urging force is produced
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toward the upstream in the rotational direction X4 to
the coupling contrarily to the case of the engagement
by the function of this toggle spring. Therefore, at
the time of the coupling disengagement, the upstream
receiving surface 150f or the projection 150d in the
rotational direction X4, and the free end portion 180b
of the drive shaft 180 are not contacted to each other,
and the coupling disengages from the drive shaft. In
other woxds, ;s long as the axis L2 of the coupling
150 inclines in response to the rotation of the rotary
C, any means is usable. 7In addition, by the time
immediately before the coupling 150 engages with the
drive shaft 180, the coupliag is inclined so that the
driven portion 150a of the coupling faces toward the
downstream in the rotational direction X4. In other
words, the coupling is beforehand placed in the state
of the pre-engagement angular position. For this
purpose, any means in BEmbodiment 2 et seqg is usable.

Here, referring to Figure 26, the description
will be made about reduction of the time which the
image formation {development) requires in the present
embodiment. Figure 26 is a timing chart showing the
rotation of the developing roller and so on.

Here, with reference to Figure 26, reduction
in time required for image formation (development) in
this embodiment will be descriged. Figure 26 is a

timing chart for illustrating rotation of the
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In Figure 26, timings of rotation and stop of
the developing roller from a state in which the
developing apparatus {cartridge) is in a home position
until the developing rollex receives an image
formation start signal to effect development for first
color (yellow image formation) and development for a
second color (magenta image formation). With respect
to subsequent developments for third and fourth colors
(cyan image formation and black image formation),
illustration is omitted due to redundant explanation.

In this embodiment, as described above, the
engaging operation between the driving shaft 180 and
the coupling 150 is completed during the rotation oZf
the rotary C or immediately after the stop of the
rotation of the rotary C. During or immediately after
the stop of the rotation of the rotary C, the engaging
operation of the coupling 150 with the driving sﬁaft
180 is completed. Then, the developing roller 110 is
placed in a rotatable state or is rotated.

That is, in the case where the driving shaft
180 has already been rotated before the coupling 150
goes into an engaging operation with the driving shaft
180, the coupling 150 starts rotation simultaneously
with the engagement with the driving shaft 180. Then,

the developing roller 110 starts rotation. Further, in

the case where the driving shaft 180 is stopped, the
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coupling 150 is stopped without being rotated even
when the engagement of the coupling 150 with the
driving shaft 180 is completed. When the driving shaft
180 starts rotation, the coupling 150 starts rotation.
Then, the developing roller 110 starts rotation.

In either case, according to this embodiment,
a main assembly-side rotating force transmitting
member (e.g., the main assembly-~side coupling) is not
required to be movedlforward and back in the axial
line direction.

In this embodiment, the driving shaft 180 has
already been rotated before the coupling 150 goes into
the engaging operation with the driving shaft 180.
Accordingly, image formation can be started quickly.
Therefore, compared with the case where the driving
shaft 180 is stopped, the time required for image
formaticn can be further reduced.

Further, in this embodiment, in the rotating
state ¢f the driving shaft 180, the coupling 150 can
be disconnected from the driving shaft 180.

Accordingly, in this embodiment, the driving
shaft 180 may also not be rotated or stopped in order
that the coupling 150 is engaged with or disengaged
from the driving shaft.

That is, according to the coupling 150 in this
embodiment, the coupling 150 can be engaged with and

disengaged from the driving shaft 180, irrespective of
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the rotation or stop of the driving shaft 180. This is
also one of the remarkable effects of this embodiment.

Thereafter, steps of rotary (developing
roller) contact, yellow image formation, rotary
(developing roller) separation, and developing rollex
rotation stop are performed in this oxder.
Simultaneously with the start of rotation of the
rotary, a qisengaging operation of the coupling of the
cartridge from the driving shaft of the apparatus main
assembly is performed to prepare for a develobing ‘
operation for the second color.

That is, in this embodiment, the engaging and
disengaging operation of the coupling can be performed
in interrelation with the rotation of the rotary.
Accordingly, it is possible to shorten a necessary

time interval between the first color development and

‘the second color development. Similarly, time

intervals between the second color development and the
third color development, between the third color
development and the fourth color development, between
the home position and the first cclor development, and
between the fourth color development and the home
position can also be reduced. Accordingly, a time
required for obtaining a color image on a sheet can be
reduced. This is also one of the remarkable effects of

this embodiment.
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Referring to Figure 27 and Figure 28, a
modified example of the development shaft will be
described. Figure 27 1s a perspective view of members
around the development shaft. Figure 28 illustrates a
characteristic portion in Figure 27.

In the foregoing description, the free end of
the development shaft is a spherical surface, and the
coupling is contacted to the spherical surface thexreof.
However, as shown in Figuge 27 {a} and 28 (a), the
free end 1153b of the development shaft 1153 may be
pianate. An edge portion 1153c of a peripheral surface
thereof contacts to the coupling 150 to rotate the
coupling 150. Even with such a structure, the axis L2
is assuredly pivotable relative to the axis L1. In
addition, the processing to the spherical surface is
unnecessary. For this reason, the cost can be reduced.

In the foregoing description, .another drive
transmission pin is fixed to the development shaft.
However, as shown in Figure 27 (b) and 28 (b), it may
be separate member from the elongated development
shaft. A first development shaft 1253A is a member for
supporting a rubber portion of the developing roller
{(unshown). In addition, a second development shaft
1253B is provided co-axially with the first
development shaft 1253A, and has integrally a rib for
the drive transmissions for eggaging with the coupling

150 1253Bc. In this case, geometrical latitude is
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enhanced by an integral moldings using injection
molding and so on. For this reason, the rib part
1253Bc can be enlarged. Therefore, the area of the
drive transmitting portion 1253Bd can be increased.
Even if it is a development shaft made of resin
materizl, it can transmit the torgue assuredly. In the
Figure, when the coupling 150 rotates in the direction

of X8, the drive transmission surface 150h of the

‘coupling contacts to the drive transmitting portion

1253Bd of the sécond drive shaft. When the contact
area is wide at this time, a stress applied on the rib
1253Bc is small. Therefore, the liability of the
damage of the coupling and so on 1s mitigable. In
addition, the first development shaft may be the
simple metal shaft, and the second development shaft
may be an-integrally molded product of the resin
material., In this case, the cost reduction is
accomplished.

As shown in Figure 27 (¢} znd 28 (c)}, the
opposite ends 1355al, 1355a2 of the rotational force
transmitting pin (rotational force receiving portion)
1355 are fixed by press-fitting and so on beforehand
into the drive transmission holes 1350g 1 or 1350g2 of
the coupling 1350. Thereafter, the development shaft
1353 which has the free end portion 1353cl, 1353c2
formed into the shape of a slot may be inserted. At

this time, it is preferable that, the engaging portion
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1355b of the pin 1355 relative to the free end portion
(unshown) of the development shaft 1353 is formed into
a spherical shape so that the coupling 1350 is
pivotable. By fixing the pin 1355 in this mannex
beforehand, it is not necessary to increase the size
of the standby hole 1350g of the coupling 1350 moxe
than needed. Therefore, the rigidity of the coupling
is enhanced.

In addition, in the forégoing description, the
inclination of the axis of the coupling follows the
development shaft free-end. However, as shown in
Figures 27 (4}, 27 (e), and 28 {(d}, it may follow the
contact surface 1457a of the bearing member 1457 co-
axially with the development shaft 1453. 1In this case,
the free end surface 1453b of the development shaft
1453 is at the level comparable as the end surface of
the bearing member. And, the rotational force
transmitting pin {rotational force receiving portion)
1453¢c projected from the free end surface 1453b is
inserted into the inside of the opening 1450g of the
coupling 1450. The rotational force is transmitted by
this pin 1453¢ contacting to the rotational force
transmitting surface (rotational force transmitting
portion) 1450h of the coupling., In this manner, the
contact surface 1457a at the time of the inclination
of the coupling 1450 is provided on the supporting

member 1457. By this, there is no necessity of
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processing the development shaft directly, and the
machining cost can be reduced.

In addition, similarly, the spherical surface
at the free end may be a molded resin part which is a
separate member. In this case, the machining cost of
the shaft can be reduced. This is because the
configuration of the shaft processed by cutting and so
on can be simplified. In addition, a range of the
spherical surface of th; shaft free-end may be
narrowed, and the machining cost may be reduced by
limiting the range which requires highly precise
processing.

Referring to Figure 29, the description will
be made about a modified example .0f the drive shaft.
Figure 29 is a perspective view of drive shaft and
development driving gear.

Similarly to the development shaft, it is
possible to form the free end of the drive shaft 1180
into a flat surface 1180b as shown in Figure 29 (a).
By this, the configuration of the shaft is simple, and
the machining cost can be reduced. 2 vin (rotational
force applying portion) is designated by the reference
numeral 1182.

In addition, similarly to the devélopment
shaft, the drive transmitting portion 1280cl, 1280c2
may.be integrally molded with the drive shaft 1280 as

shown in Figure 23 {b). W%When the drive shaft is a
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molded resin part, the drive transmitting portion can
be molded as an integral part. Therefore, the cost
reduction can be accomplished.

As shown in Figure 29 (c¢), in order to narrow
the range of the free end portion 1380b of the drive
shaft 1380, an outer diameter of the shaft free end
1380c may be decreased than the outer diameter of a
main part 1380a. The free end portion 1380b requires
degree of accuraéy, in order to determ;ne the position
of the coupling (unshown} as described above. For this
reason, the surface which reguires high degree of
accuracy can be reduced by limiting the spherical
range only to the contact portion of the coupling. By
this, thé machining cost can be lowered. In addition,
the unnecessary free end of the spherical surface may
be cut similaxrly.

In addition, in thg foregoing embodiments, in
the direction of the axis Ll, there is no play between
the developing roller and the apparatus main assembly.
Here, the positioning method of the developing roller
will be described with respect to the direction of the
axis L1 as to, when play exists. In other words, the
coupling 1550 is provided with a tapered surface 1550e,
1550h.  As for the drive shaft, a force is produced in
a thrust direction by the rotation. By this, the
coupling and the developing ¥oller are positioned with

respect to the direction of the axis L1. Referring to
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Figure 30 and Figure 31, this will be described in
detail. Figure 30 is a perspective view and a top plan
view of the coupling alone. Figure 31 is an exploded
perspective view of the drive shaft, the development
shaft, and the coupling.

As shown in Figure 30 (b), the rotational
force' receiving surface 1550e forms an angle alpha 5
relative to the axis L2. When the drive shaft 180
rotates in the Tl direction, %he pin 182 and the
receiving surface 1550e contact to each other. Then, a
component force is applied in the T2 direction to the
coupling 1550, and the coupling is moved in the T2
direction. In more detail, the coupling 1550 moves
until the driving shaft receiving surface 1550f
(Figure 3la) of the coupling 1550 contacts to the free
end 180b of the drive shaft 180. By this, the position
with resvect to the direction of the axis L2 of the
coupling 1550 is determined. In addition, the free end
180b is a spherical surface, and the driving shaft
receiving surface 1550f of the coupling 1550 is a
conic surface. For this reason, in the direction
perpendicular to the axis L2, the position of the
driven portion 1550a of the coupling 1550 relative to
the drive shaft 180 is determined.

In addition, as shown in Figure 30 (c), the
rotational force transmitting surface (rotational .

force transmitting portion) 1550h forms the angie
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alpha 6 relative to the axis L2. When the coupling
1550 rotates in the T1 direction, the transmitting
surface 1550h and the pin 155 contact to each other.
Then, a component force is zpplied in the T2 direction
to the pin 155, and the pin is moved in the T2
direction. And, the development shaft 153 moves until
the free end 153b of:the development shaft 153
contacts to the development bearing surface 15504
(Figure 31b) of the coupling 1550. By this, %he
position of the develcopment shaft 153 (deveioping
roiler) with respect to the direction of the axis L2
is determined.

In addition, the development bearing surface
15501 of the coupling 1550 is a conic surface, and the
free end 153b of the development shaft 153 is the
spherical surface. For this reason, with respect to
the direction perpendicular to thg axis L2, the
position of the driving portion 1550b of the coupling
1550 relative to development shaft 153 is determined.

The taper angles aipha 5 and alpha 6 are
selected so as to be sufficient for producing the
force for moving the coupling and the developing
roller in the thrust direction. &and, the angles differ
depending on the load. However, if other means for
determining the position of the thrust direction is
provided, the taper angles alpha 5 and alpha 6 may be

small.
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For this reason, as has been described
hereinbefore, the coupling is provided with the taper
for producing the retracting force in the direction of
the axis L2, and with the conic surface for
determining the position in the direction
perpendicular to the axis 1L2. By this, the position in
the directién of the axis L2 of the coupling and the
position in the direction perpendicular to the axis
can be determined simultaneously. fn addition, further
assured transmission of the rotational force can be
accomplished. This will be cescribed. When the
rotational force receiving surface or the rotational
force transmitting surface oI the coupling is not
given the taper angle which has been described above,
the rotational force transmitting surface or the
rotational force receiving surface of the coupling
inclines due to influence and so on of dimensional
tolerance, and the component force is produced in the
direction (opposite direction to T2 of Figure 30) of
the axis L2. By this, the contact between the
rotational force receiving surface and the rotational
force transmitting surface of the drive transmission
pin and the coupling is disturbed. However, with the
above described structure, such the problem is
avoidable.

' However, it is not inevitable that the

coupling is provided with both such the retracting
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taper and the positioning conic surface. For example,
in place of the taper for pulling in the direction of
the axis L2, a part for urging in the direction of the
axis L2 may be added. From now on, as long as there is
no particular description, the case where both the
tapered surface and the conic surface are formed will
be described. |

Referring to Figure 32, the description will
be made about the means for regulating the directioh
of the inclination of the coupling relative to the
cartridge for the engagement between the coupling, and
the drive shaft of the apparatus main assembly. Figure
32 is a side view illustrating a major part of the
driving side-of the cartridge, and Figure 33 is a
sectional view taken along 37-57 of Figure 32.

Here, in order to requlate the inclining
direction of the coupling 150 relative ﬁo the
cartridge B, the supporting member (mounting member)
1557 is provided with a regulating portion 1557h 1 or
1557h2. This regulating portion 1557h 1 or 1557h2 is
provided so that it becomes substantially parallel to
the rotational direction X4 immediately before the
coupling engages with the drive shaft 180. In addition,
the intervals D7 thereof is slightly larger than outer
diameter of the driving portion 150b of the coupling
150 phi D6. By this, the é;upling 150 is pivotable in

the rotational direction X4. In addition, the coupling
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is pivotable in all the directions relative to the
development shaft. For this reason, lrrespective of
the phase of the development shaft, the coupling can
be inclined in the regulated direction. Therefore, it
becomes easy to insert the drive shaft (unshown) into
the insertion opening 150m for the drive shaft of the
coupling 150 much ‘more assuredly. Therefore, they are
more assuredly engageable.

In addition, in the foregoing des;ription, the
angle in the pre-engagement angular position of the
coupling 150 relative to the axis Ll is larger than
the angle of the disengaging angular position (Figure
22, Figqure 25). However, this is not inevitable.
Referring to Figure 34, the description will be made.

Figure 34 is a longitudinal sectional view for
illustrating the mounting process of the coupling. As
shown in Figure 35, in the staée of (a) the mounting
process of the coupling in the direction of the axis
L1, the downstream free end position 1850A1 with
respect to the rotational direction X4 is closer to
the direction of the driving shaft 182 .(the rotational
force applying portion) than the drive shaft free end
180b3. In the state of (b}, the free end position
185081 is contacted to the free end portion 180b. At
this time, the free end position 1850A1 moves tTowaxrd
the development shaft 153 along the downstream free‘

end portion 180b of the drive shaft 180 with respect
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to the rotational direction X4 of the rotary. And, the
free end position 1850A1 passes by the free end
portion 180b3 of the drive shaft 180 at this position,
the coupling 150 takes the pre-engagement angular
position (Figure 34 (c)). And, finally the engagement
between the coupling 1850 and the drive shaft 180 is
established ((rotational force transmitting angular
position) Figure 34 (d)). When the free end portion
1850A1 passes by the free end 180b3, the free end
position 1850A1 is conﬁacted to the free end 180b3, or
is positioned in the development shait (153) or

developing roller side

An example of this embodiment will be
described.

First, as shown in Figure 3, the shaft
diameter of the development shafi 153 is ©Z1, the
shaft diameter of the pin 155 is $®22, and the length
is 23. As shown in Figure 6 (d), (e) and (f), the
maximum outer diameter of the driven portion 150a of
the coupling 150 is ®Z4 the diameter of a phantom
circle Cl (Fiéure 6(d)) which forms the inner ends of
the projections 150d 1 or 150d 2 or 150d3, 150d4 is
®%5, and the maximum outer diameter of the driving
portion 150b is ®26. Referring to Figures 22 and 25,
the angle formed between the coupling 150 and the

conic drive shaft receiving surface 150f is o2, and
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the angle formed between the coupling 150 and the
shaft receiving surface 150i is ol. 2 shaft diameter
of the drive shaft 180 is ¢Z7, the shaft diameter of
the pin 182 is ©%8, and the lLength is 29). 1In addition,
the angle relative to the axis L1 in the rotational
force transmitting angular positicen is p1, the angle
in the pre-engagement arigular position is B2, and the
angle in the disengaging angular position is B3. In
this example,
Z1l= 8mm; %2= 2mm; Z3= 12mm; 24= 15mm; 25= 10mm; 26=
19%mm; Z7= 8mm; Z8= 2mm; 29= ldmm ; ol= 70 degrees; ol=
120 degrees; Bl= 0 degree; R2= 35 degrees; B3= 30
degrees.

It has been confirmed with these settings, the
devices of this embodiment works satisfactorily.

However, these settings do not limit the present

invention.

[Embodiment 2]

Referring to Figure 36 - Figure 38, the second
empbodiment to which applied the present invention will
be described.

"In this embodiment, a means for inclining the
axis of the coupling relative to the axis of.the
déveloping roller.

In the description of this embodiment, the
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same reference numerals as in Embodiment 1 are
assigned to the elements having the corresponding
functions in this embodiment, and the detailed
description thereof is omitted for simplicity. This
applies also about the other embodiment described in
the below.

Figure 36 is a perspective view which
illustrates a coupling lockiné member (this is
peculiar to the present embodiment) pasted on the
supporting member. Figure 37 is an enlarged
perspective view of a major part of the driving side
of the cartridge. Figure 3§ is a perspective view and
a longitudinal sectional view which illustrate an
engaged state between the drive shaft and the coupling.

As shown in Figure 36, the supporting member
3157 has a space 3157b which surrounds a part of
coupling. A coupling locking member 3159 as a
maintaining member for main;aining the inclination of
the coupling 3150 is pasted on a cylinder surface
31571 which constitutes the space thereof. As will be
described hereinafter, this locking member 3159 is a
member for maintaining temporarily the state where the
axis L2 inclines relative to the axis Ll. In other
words, as shown in Figure 36, the flange portion 31507
of the coupling 3150 cont;cts to this locking member

3159. By this, the axis 12 maintains the state of
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inclining toward the downstream with respect to the
rotational direction (X4) of the cartridge relative to
the axis L1l. Therefore, as shown in Figure 46, the
locking member 3159 is disposed on the upstrean
cylinder surface 3157i of the bearing member 3157 with
respect to the rotational direction X4. As the
material of the locking member 3159, the material
which has a relatively high coefficient of friction,
such as the rubber and the elastomer, or the elastic
materials, such as the sponge and the flat spring, are
suitable. This is because, the inclination of the axis
L2 can be maintained by the fricticnal force, the
elastic force, and so on.

Referring to Figure 38, the engaging operation
(a part of mounting and dismounting operation of the
cartridge) for engaging the coupling 3150 with the
drive shaft 180 will be described. Figures 38 (al} and
(bl) illustrate the state immediafely before the
engagement, and Figure 38 (a2) and (b2) illustrate the
state of the completion of the engagement.

As shown in Figure 38 (al) and Figure 38 (bl),
the axis L2 of the coupling 3150 inclines toward the
downstream {retracted position) with respect to the
rotational diresction X4 relative to the axis Ll
beforehand by the force of the locking member 3159
(pre-engagement angular position)}. By this inclination

of the coupling 3150, by, in the direction of the axis
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L1, the downstream (with respect to the mounting
direction) free end portion 3150A1 is closer to the
cartridge (developing roller) side than the drive
shaft free end 180b3. And, the upstream (with respect
to the mounting direction) free end portion 3150A2 is
closer to the pin 182 than the free end 180b3 of the
drive shaft 180. In addition, at this time, .as has
been described in the foregoing, the flange portion
31509 of the coupling 150 is contacted to the locking
member 3159. And, the inclined state of the axis L2 is
maintained by the frictional force thereof.
Thereafter, the cartridge B moves to the
rotational direction X4. By this, the free end surface
180b or the free end of the pin 182 contacts to the
driving shaft receiving surface 3150f of the coupling
3150. And, the axis L2 approaches to the direction in
parallel with the axis L1 by the contact force (force
revolving the rotary) thereof. At this time, the
flange portion 31503 is departed from the locking
member 3158, and becomes into the non-contact state.

And, finally, the axis L1 and the axis L2 are
substantially co-axial with each othex.

And, the coupling 350 is in the waiting
{stand-by) state for transmitting the rotational force
{(Figure 38-(a2), (b2}) {rotational force transmitting
angular position).

Similarly to embodiment 1, the rotary C swings
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about a swing center axis and contacts thé developing
roller 110 to the photosensitive drum 107. And, the
rotational force of the motof 64 is transmitted to the
coupling 3150, the pin 155, the development shaft 153,
and the developing roller 110 through the drive shaft
180. The axis L2 is substantially co-axial with the
axis Ll during the rotation. For this reason, the
locking member 3159 is not contacted with the coupling
3150 and does not influence on the drive of the
coupling 3150.

After the image formation finishes, the rotary
C swings in the opposite direction and the developing
roller 110 spaces from the photosensitive drum 107.
And then, in order to carry out the image formation
for the next coior, the rotary C begins the revolution.
In that case, the coupling 3150 disengages from the
drive shaft 180. In other words, the coupling 3150 is
moved to the disengaging angular position from the
rotational force transmitting angular position. Since
the operation in that case is the same as that of
Embodiment 1 (Figure 25), the description is omitted
for simplicity.

In addition, by the time the rotary C carries
out one full revolution, the axis L2 of the coupling

3150 inclines toward the downstream in the rotational

direction X4 by unshown means. In other words, the

coupling 3150 is moved from the disengaging angular
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position to the pre-engagement angular position by way
of the rotational force transmitting angular position.
By doing so, the flange portion 3150j contacts to the
locking mempber 3159, and the inclined state of the
coupling is maintained again.

As has been described hereinbefore, the
inclined state of the axis L2 is maintained by the
locking member 3159 pasted on the supporting member
3157. By this, the engagement between the coupling and
the drive shaft is éstablished much more assuredly.

In the present embodiment, the locking member
3159 is pasted at the upstreammost side of the inner
surface 31571 of the supporting member with respect to
the rotational direction X4. However, this is not
inevitable. For example, what is necessary is the
position where the inclined state thereof can be
maintained when the axis L2 is inclined.

The locking member 31592 has been described as
contacting with the flange portion (Figu£e 38bl1) 31507
(Figure 3éb1). However, the contact position may be
the driven portion 3150a (Figure 38bl).

In this embodiment, although it has been
described that the locking member is a separate member,
this is not inevitable. For example, it may be molded
integrally with the supporting member 3157 (2 color
molding, for example), ahd the supporting member 3157

may be directly contacted to the coupling 315C in
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place of the locking member 3158. Or, the surface of
the coupling may be roughened for the increase of the
coefficient of friction.

In addition, although it has been described
thet the locking member 3159 is pasted on the
development supporting member 3157, it may be anything

if it is a member fixed on the cartridge B.

Emoodiment 3:

Referring to Figure 39-Figure 42, a third
embodiment of the present invention will he described.

The description will be made as to means for
inclining the axis L2 relative to the axis Ll.

as shown in Figure 39 (perspective view), &
coupling pressing member peculiar to the present
embodiment is mounted to the supportiﬁg member. Figure
40 is a perspective view illastrating the coupling
pressing member. Figure 41 -s an enlarged perspective
view of the major part of ths driving side of the
cartridge. Figure 42 is a perspective view
illustrating the engaging operation and a longitudinal
sectional view of the coupling.

As shown in Figure 39, spring supporting
portions 4157el, 4157e2 are provided on the inner
surface 41571 of the supporting member (mounting
member) 4157. In addition, the coil parts 4159b,-4159c

of torsion coil springs (coupling urging members) 4159
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are mounted to the supporting portions 4157el, 4157e2.
And, as shown in Figure 40, a contact portion 415%a of
the urging member 4153 contacts to the driven portion
4150a side of a flange portion 41503 of the coupling
4150. The spring 4159 is twisted to produce an elastic
force. By this, the axis L2 of the coupling 4150 is
inclined relative to the axis L1 (Figure 41, pre-
engagement angular position). The contact position of
the urging member 4159 to the flange portion 41503 is
set downstream of the center of the development shaft
153 with respect to the rotational direction X4. For
this reason, the axis (L2) is inclined relative to the
axis (Ll) so that the driven portion 4150a side is
directed to the cdownstream with respect to the
rofational direction (X4).

In the present embodiment, although the
torsion coil spring is used as the urging member
(elastic material), this is not inevitablie. The any
means which can produce the elastic forces, such as
for example, leaf springs, rubber, and sponge, is
usable. However,‘in order to incline the axis L2, a
certain amount of stroke is required. Therefore, a
member which can provide the stroke is desirable.

In addition, the spring supporting portions
4157el, 4157e2 of the supporting member 4157 and the
coil parts 4159, 4159c function as the retention rib

for the coupling described with respect to Embodiment
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1 (Figure 9, Figure 12).

Referring to Figure 42, the eﬁgaging operation
(a part of rotating operation of the rotary) between
the coupling 4150 and the drive shaft 180 will be
described. (al) and (bl) in Figure 42 are views
immediately befoxre the engagement, and (a2) and (b2)
in Figure 42 illustrate the state wherxe the engagement
has completed. (a3) and (b3) in Figure 42 are views in
the state where the engagement has been released, and
{ad) and (bd4) in Figure 42 are views in the state
where the axis L2 inclines toward the downstream with
respect to the rotational direction X4 again.

In the state (retreating position of the
coupling 4150) of Figs. 42 {al} and 42 (bl), the axis
L2 thereof is beforehand inclined toward the
downstream with respect to the rotational direction X4
relative to the axis L1 (pre-engagement angular
position). Thus, the coupling 4150 is inclined.' By
this, in the direction of the axis Ll, the downstream
free end position 4150Al1 with respect to the
rotational direction X4 is positioned in the cartridge
(developing roller) side beyond the drive shaft free-
end 1B0b3. 1In addition, the upstream free end position
415022 with respect to the rotational direction X4 is
positioned beyond the pin 182 side from the drive
shaft free-end 180b3. In other words, as has been

described hereinbefore, the flange portion 41503 is
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pressed by the urging member 4159, For this reason,
the axis L2 is inclined relative to the axis L1 by the
urging force.

Thereafter, the cartridge B moves in the
rotational direction ¥4. By this, the free end surface
180b or the free end of the pin 182 contacts to the
driving shaft receiving surface 4150f of the coupling
4150. BAnd, the axis 5,2 approaches to the angle in
parzllel with the axis 1 by the contact force (force
of rotating the rotary).

Simultaneously, the flange portion 41503 and
the urging spring 4159 contact with each other. By
this, the spring 41539 is twisted to increase the
moment, Finally, the axis L1 and the axis 1.2 become
substantially co-axial with each other, and the
coupling 4150 is in the rotation latency state (Figure
42 {(a2), (b2)). (rotational force transmitting angular.
position).

Similarly to embodiment 1, the rotational
force is transmitted to the coupling 4150, the pin 155,
the development shaft 153, and the developing roller
110 through the drive shaft 180 from the motor 64. The
urging force of the urging member 4159 applies to the
coupling 4150 at the time of the rotation. However, if
the driving torgue of the motor 64 has z sufficient
margin, the coupling 4150 will rotate with high

precision.
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When the rotary further revolves, the coupling
4150 will separzte from the drive shaft 180 as shown
in Figure 42 (a3) and (b3). In other words, the free
end spherical surface 180b of the drive shaft 180
pushes the driving shaft receiving surface 4150f of
the coupling. By this, the axis L2 inclines toward the
opposite direction (opposite direction from the |
rotational direction X4) with respect to the axis Ll
{disengaging angular position). By doing so, the
urging member 4159 is further twisted so that the
urging force (elastic force} further increases. For
this reason, after the coupling 4150 disengages from
the drive shaft 180, the axis L2 is again inclined in
the rotational direction X4 relative to the axis L1 by
the urging force of the urging member 4159 (pre-
engagement angular position, Figure42 (a4d), (bk4)). By
this, even if the means for inclining the axis L2
toward the pre-engagement angular position by the time
the drive shaft 180 and the coupling 4150 are again
coupled by the revolution of the rotary C with each
other is not provided particularly, the’drive shaft
180 and the coupling 4150 are connectable (engageable)
with each other.

As has been described hereinbefore, the urging
is effected by the urging member 4159 provided on the
supporting membexr 4157. By this, the axis L2 ig

inclined relative to the axis Ll. Therefore, the
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inclined state of the coupling 4150 is maintained
assuredly and the engagement (coupling) between the
coupling 4150 and the drive shaft 180 is ensured.

The position of the urging member in the
present embodiment is not restrictive. For example, it
may be another position on the supporting member 4157,
or may be a member other than such a membexr.

In addition, the urging direction of the
urging member 4159 is the same as the direction of the
axis L1, but if the axis 1LZ inclines in the
predetermined direction, it may be any direction.

In addition, the energizing position of the
urging member 4159 is the pcsition of the flange
portion 4150j, but if the axis L2 inclines toward the
predetermined direction, it may be any position of the

coupling.

Embodiment 4:

Referring to Figure 43-Figure 46, , the fourth
eﬁbodiment of the present iavention will be described.

The means for inclining the axis LZ with
respect to the axis L1 will be described.

Figure 43 is an exploded perspective view
illustrating the state before the assembly of the
major members of the developing cartridge. Figure 44
is an enlarged side view of the driving side of the

cartridge. Figure 45 is a longitudinal sectional view
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which schematically illustrates the structure for the
axis L2 to incline. Figure 46 is the drive shaft and a
longitudinal sectional view illustrating the engaging
operation between the coupling.

As shown in Figure 43 and Figure 45, a
coupling locking member 5157k is provided on the
supporting member (mounting member) 5157. When the
supporting member 5157 is assembled in the direction
of the axis L1, while a part of a locking surface
3157%1 of an of the locking member 5157k contacts with
the inclined surface 5150m of the coupling 5150, the
part engages with the upper surface 515031 of a flange
portion 5150j. At this time, the flange portion 5150j
is mounted with play (angle alpha 49) between locking
surface 5157kl and circular column portion of the
development shaft 153 153a. Even when the dimensional
tolerxances of the coupling 5150, the bearing member
5157, and the development shaft 153 wvary, the flange
portion 5150j1 can lock assuredly to the locking
portion 5157kl of the bearing member 5157 by providing
this play (angle alpha 49).

And, as shown In Ficuxe 45 (a), the axis L2 is
inclined so that the driven portion 5150a side faces
the downstream with respect to the rotational
direction X4 relative to the axis Ll. In addition,
since the flange portion 5150j extends over the full-

circumference, it can be mounted regardless of the
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phase of the coupling 5150. Furthermore, as has been
described with respect to Embodiment 1, the coupling
is pivotable in the rotational direction X4 by the
regulating portion 5157h 1 or 5157h2. In addition, in
this embodiment, the locking member 5157k is provided
at the downstreammost position in the rotational
direction X4.

As will be described hereinafter, as shown in
Figure 45 (b), in the state of being in engagement
with the drive shaft 180, the flange portioﬁ 51507 is
releassd from the locking member 5157k. In addition,
the coupling 5150 is free from the locking portion
5157k. In assembling the supporting member 5157, when
the coupling 5150 is not able to be retained in the
inclined state, the driving portion 5150b of the
coupling is pushed by tool and so on (the direction of
an arrow X14 of Figure 45 (o)). By this, the coupling
5150 will mount easily (Figure 45 (a)).

Referring to Figure 46, , the engaging
operation {a vart of rotary rotating operation)
between the coupling 5150 and the drive shaft 180 will
be described. Fiqure 46 (a) shows a view immediately
pefore the engagement, and (b) is a view after a part
of coupling 5159 passes the drive shaft 180. In
addition, {¢) illustrates the state whexe the
inclination of the coﬁpling 5150 is released by the

drive shaft 180, and (d) illustrates the engaged state.
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In the state of Figure 46 (a) and (b}, the

coupling 5150 takes a retreating position, where the

axis L2 thereof is inclined beforehand to the
rotational direction X4 relaéive to the axis Ll (pre-
engagement angular position). The downstream free end
position 5150A1 with respect to the rotational
direction X4 takes a position closer to the cartridge
B (developing roller) than the drive shaft free-end
180b3 by the inclination of the coupling 5150. 1In
addition, the upstream free end position 5150A2 with
respect to the rotational airection X4 is positioned
in the pin 182 side from the drive shaft free-end
180b3: At this time, as has been described
hereinbefore, the flange portion 51503 is contacted to
the locking surface 5157kl of the locking portion
5157k, and, as for the coupling, the inclined state is
maintained.

Thereafter, as shown in (c), the cartridge B
moves in the rotational direction X4. By this, tapered
driving shaft xeceiving surface 5150f of the coupling
5150 or driven projection 5150d contacts to the free
end portion 180b of the drive shaft 180, or the pin
182. The flange portion 515)j separates from the
locking surface 5157kl by the force by the contact. By
this, the lock relative to the supporting member 5157
of the coupling 5150 is released. And, in resﬁonse to

the rotation of the rotary C, the coupling is inclined
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so that the axis L2 becomes parallel to the axis LI.
After the passage of the flange portion 51503, the
locking member 5157k returns to the previous position
by the restoring force. Ther, the coupling 5150
becomes free from the locking portion 5i57k. And,
finally, as shown in (d}, the axis Ll and the axis L2
become substantially co-axial, and the rotation
latency state is established {(rotational force
transmitting angulaxr position).

And, after the image forming operation
finishes, the next cartridge B reaches the developing
position. For this purpose, the rotary C rotates again.
In that case, the coupling 5150 disengages from the
drive shaft 180. In other words, the coupling 5150 is
moved to the disengaging angular position from the
rotational force tfansmitting angular position. Since
the detail of the operation in that case is the same
as Embodiment 1 {Figuxe 25), the description is
omitted for simplicity.

In addition, by the time the rotary C carries
out one-full revolution, the axis L2 of the coupling
5150 inclines to the downstream with respect to the
rotational direction X4 by an unshown means. In other
words, the coupling 5150 is moved from the disengaging
angular position to the pre-engagement angular
position by way of the rotational force transmitti%g

angular position. By doing so, the fliange poxtion
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inclined state of the coupling is maintained again.

As has been described hereinbefore, the
inclining direction of the coupling 5150 is regulated
by the locking portion 5157k of the supporting member
5157. By this, the inclined state of the coupling 5150
is maintained even more assuredly. And, the engagement
between the coupling 5150 and the drive shaft 180 is
established assuredly. Furthermore, at the time of the
rotation, the structure that the locking portion 5157k
does not contact to the coupling 5150 also contributes
to the stabilized transmission of the rotational force.

In this embodiment, the locking portion 5157k
has an elastic portion. However, the locking portion
5157k may not have the elastic portion and it may be
formed in the shape of a rib by which the flange
portion of the coupling is made to deform. By this,
the similar effects are provided.

In addition, the locking portion 5157k is
provided at the downstreammost side with respect to
the rotational direction X4. However, the locking
portion 5157k may be any position if the axis L2 can
maintain the state of inclining to the predetermined
direction.

In this embodiment, the locking portion 51537k
is constituted by a part of supporting members.

However, the locking portion 5157k may be provided in
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be a member other than the supporting member. In

‘addition, the locking portion may be a separate member.

In addition, the present embodiment, and
Bmbodiment 2 or Embodiment 3 may be implemented
simultaneously, and the engagement and the disengaging
operations of the coupling relative to the drive shaft
are Farried out even more assuredly in this case.
Empodiment 5:

Referring to Figure 47-Figure 51,, the fifth
empodiment of the present invention will be described.

' The means for inclining the axis L2 relative
to the axis L1 will be described.

Figure 47 shows a view of supporting member
and rotary flange of the driving side, as seen in the
direction of the axis L1. Figure 48 shows a view of
the members of the apparatus main assembly, as seen in
the direction of the axis Ll. Figure 48 is the same as
Figure 48, however the locus of tne coupling is added.
Figure 50 is a sectional view taken along lines $10-
$10, S11-811, S12-812, S13-S13, S14-S14 in Figure 43.

First, referring to Figure 47, the structure
for requlating the inclining directien of the coupling
150 will be described. The supporting member 7157
rotates integrally with the rotary C. The member 7157

is provided with regulating portions 7157h 1 or 7157h2
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for permitting the inclination, only in said one
direction, of the coupling 7.50. A distance D6 between
these regulating portions is slightly larger than the
outexr diameter (unshown) of £he driving portion 7150b
of the coupling 7150 to permit the rotation of the
coupling 7150. The regulating portions 7157hl and
7157h2 are inclined by angle of alpha 7 relative to
the rotational direction X4. By this, the coupling
7150 is pivotable to the alpha7 X5 direction with
respect to the rotational direction.X4.

Referring to Figure 48,, the method for
inclining the coupling 7150 will be described. In the
present embodiment, a regulation rib 1630R'fixed to
the driving side 180 is provided. The radius of the
surface inside the radial direction of the rib 1630R
is gradually reduced toward the downstream portion
1630Rb from the upstream part 1630Ra, R-2 with respect
to the rotational direction X4. And, the radius R-1 of
this surface is selected so that it contacts and is
interfered by the outer periphery 7150cl of the
intermediate part 7150c of the coupling Figure 45.

When the coupling 7150 contacts with the
regulation rib 1630R, the coupling 7150 is pushed
toward the rotation axis of the rotary C. At this time,
the coupling 7150 is regulated by the regulating
portions 1557h 1 or 1557h2 in the movement digection.

For this reason, the coupling 7150 is inclined to the
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X5 direction.

An increase of the degree of the interference
will also increase the inclination of ths coupling
7150. The configuration of the regulation rib 1630R is
such that before the coupling 7150 engages with the
drive shaft 180, the amount of interferences is
increased until the inclination angle of the coupling
7150 becoqes the engageable angle. In the present
embodiment, the section fror the position 1630Rb to
the position 1630Rc is located on the same radius
positions from the rotation axis of the rotary C. The
radius is indicated by R-1.

Figure 49 illustrates the locus until the
coupling 7150 engages with the drive shaft 180 along
the guide 1630R with the rotation of the rotary C. A
section taken along lines 810-510-514-S14 in Figure 49
is shown in Figure 50(a)-(e).

The coupling 7150 enters the region of the
regulation rib 1630R in the direction of X4. At this
time, the coupling is faced in the direction of X6
which is the substantially advancing direction, is
faced in the reverse direction of ¥7, or is faced in
the inbetween direction thereof. Here, the case where
the coupling 7150 £faces the direction of X7 will be
described.

The inclining direction X5 (figure 47) of the

coupling 7150 is angle alpha 7 relative to the
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rotational direction X4. In view of this, when the
coupling 7150 inclines toward the X7 direction, the
driven portion 7150a of the coupling outwardly
inclines with respect to the radial direction of the
rotary C (Figure 47). The gap Gl is provided between
the coupling 7150 and the regulatior rib 1630R in the
place where it enters the range of the regulation
membex 1630R. '

When the rotation of the rotary C advances to
the S11-S11 section, the coupling 7150 and the
regulation rib 1630R contact to each other (Figure
50b). The radius of the regulation rib 1630R is
reduced graduzlly. Therefore, a degree of the
intexference increases with che advaﬁcement of the
coupling 7150.

In the position of the section S12-S12, the
regulaticn rib 1630R pushes up the coupling 7150, and
it is co-axial with the development shaft (Figure S0c).
At this time, the motion of the coupling 7150 is
regulated by the reguliation rib 1630R. In view of this,
the coupling 7150 is pivotable only in the X8
direction (only in X6 direction in the cross-sectional
position of S10-S810), and cannot be inclined toward
the opposite direction X8 thereto.

In the cross-sectional S13-S13 position, the
degree of the interference of the coupling relative to

the regulation rib 1630R increases. In view of this,
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the coupling 7150 is pushed up by the rib 1630R, and
is forcedly inclined in the direction of X9 (X8
direction in the section S12-512) (Figure 50 (d}).
(pre—engagement angular position).

In this state, the rotary C is rotated until
the coupling becomes co-axial with the drive shaft 180
(814-S14 section position). By this, the coupling 7150
can be engaged %ith the drive shaft 180 through the
operation similar to Bmbodiment 1 (rotational force
transmitting angular position).

Thereafter, after the image formation finishes,
the coupling 7150 is disengaged from the drive shaft
180, so that, it is a series of operations are
finished (sinde the disengaging operation is the same
as those of the foregoing embodiments, the description
is omitted for simplicity). This operation is repeated
for every image formation.

In order for the coupling to interfere with
the regulation rib, the coupling is contacted to it
from the outside with respect to the radial direction,
and inclines the coupling thereby. However, it. is
regulated such that the angle alpha 7 (in Figure 47
the X5 direction) of the regulating portions 1557h 1
or 1557h2 are line-symmetrical with respect the
tangential direction (the X4 direction). By this, the
same operation is cérried«out when the regulation rib

1630R is contacted from the radial inside.
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The cartridge does not need to be provided
with the mechanism for inclining the coupling by the
orientation of the coupling 7150 being regulated by
the regulation rib 1630R. By this, the cost reduction
of the cartridge can be accomplished.

In this embodiment, the coupling may be
assuredly slid along the rib by applying the force to
the cou?ling with the spring and so on.

In addition, it is moved on the guide rib
through an intermediate part 7150c of the coupling.
However, if the inclination of the coupling is
possible, it may move on the guide rib through the
position other than the intermediate part.

In adaition, the present embodiment,
Embodiment 2 or Embodiment 3, or BEmbodiment 4 may be
implemented simultaneously, and in such a case,
Bngagement and disengagement operations of the

coupling can be ensured.

Embodiment 6:

Referring to Figure 51-Figure 52,, the sixth
embodiment of the present invention will be described.

In this embodiment, the‘configuration of
another coupling is employed.

Figure 51 is an illustration of the coupling
which is the main constituent-elements of tﬁé present

empbodiment. Figure 52 is a longitudinal sectiocnal view
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illustrating engaged state and state before the
engagement between drive shaft of the apparatus main
assembly and the coupling.

First, referring to Figure 51,, the
configuration of the coupiing per se will be described.
Figure 51 (2) shows a view of the coupling, as seen
from the apparatus main assembly side, Figure 51 (b)
shows a view of the coupling, as seen from the
developing roller sid;, and Figure 51 (¢} is a
sectional view takeﬁ along S4-54 in Figure 51 (a).

The coupling 8150 is generally cylindrical.

As shown in Figure 51 (c) the coupling 8150 has 2
drive shaft insertion opening portion 8150m and a
development shaft insertion opening portion 8150p for
receiving the rotational force from the drive shaft of
the apparatus main assembly. The opening 8150m is
provided with a tapered driving shaft receiving
surface 8150f. On the cylindrical inner surface, a
plurality of driven projections 8150d (8150d 1 or
8150d 2 or 815063, 8150d4) in the form of ribs are
disposed. In addition, in Tigure 51 (a), a rotatiomal
force transmitting surface (rotational force receiving
portion) 8150el-e4 is provided downstream of the
projection 8150d with respect to t%e clockwise
direction. And, the rotational force {driving force)
is transmitted by the contect of the pin 182 of the

drive shaft 180 to the transmitting surface 8150el-e4
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to the coupling 8150.

The opening 8150p is provided with a tapered
development bearing surface 3150i similarly. In
addition, the cylindrical inner surface is provided

5 with the rxib-~like projections 8150g 1 or 8150g2. In
addition, in Figure 50 (b) a transmitting surface
(rotational force transmitting portion) 8150h 1 or
8150h2 is pr?vided in an upstream position of the
development drive standby opaning 8150g 1 or 815092

10 with respect to clockwise direction.

Referring to Figure 52, the description will
be made about the engaging operation of the coupling.

Figure 52.(a] is a sectional view illustrating
a state before engaging with the drive shaft 180 after

15 the movements of the development shaft 180 and the
coupling 8150 in the rotational direction ¥4. The axis
L2 inclines to the angle alpha 7 so that a downstream
free end position 8150A1 with respect to the
rotational direction X4 can pass the free end portion

20 180b. At this time, The upstream 182a and the
downstream 182b of the pin 182 maintain the engaged
state with the transmitting surface (rotational forxce
receiving portion) 8150h 1 or 8150h2 (Figure S5lc) of
the coupling 8150.

25 Figure 52 (b) illustrates the coupling 150
having been described with respect to Embodiment 1, in

the orientation the same as Figure 52 (a). As will be
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understood from Figure 52 (b), the axis L2 of the
coupling 150 is inclined by the angle alpha 7
similarly to Figure 52 {a). By this, the engagement
between upstream pin 155 and the upstream drive
transmission surface 8150hl is not estabkblished with
respeci to rotational direction X4. In other woxds,
there 1s a gap of G7 between the pin 155 and the
transmitting surface 150hl. On the other hand, in the
present embodiment, the cou;ling 8150 has the contact
portions for the rotational force transmission at the
two places as shown in Figure 52 (a). For this reason,
the orientation of the coupling is further stabilized.

As has been described hereinbefore, the
coupling has a cylindrical shape. By this, even if it
is necessary to increase ths inclination angle (pre-
engagement angular position}) of the coupling, the
contact portions for the rotational force transmission
in the two places are assured; Therefore, the
inclination operation of the stabilized coupling can
be accomplished.

Since the co-axial rotational force
transmission between the drive shaft 180 and the
development shaft 153 and the engagement releasing
operation between them are the same as that of
Embodiment 1, those descriptions are omitted for

simplicity.
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[Embodiment 7]

Referring to Figure 53, the seventh embodiment
of the present invention will be described.

The present embodiment is different from
Embodiment 1 in the configuration of the coupling.
Figure 53(a) is a perspective view of a coupling which
has a'generally cylindrical shape, and Figure 53 (b)
is a sectional view when the coupling mounted to the
cartridge engages ;ith a drive shaft.

In Figures 53(a) and 53(b), the rotational
force is inputted from the main assembly at the
righthand side, and the developing roller at the
lefthand is driven.

An input side edge of the coupling 9150 is
provided with a'plurality of driven projections
{rotational force receiving portions} 2150d. In this
embodiment, they are provided at two positions.
Entering portions or entrances 9150k is provided
between the drive receiving projections 8150d4. The
projection 21504 is provided with a rotational force
receiving surface (rotational force receiving poxtion)
9150e. A rotational force transmitting pin (rotational
force applying portion) 8182 of the drive shaft 9180
as will be described hereinafter contacts to the
rotational force receiving surface 9150e. By this, a
rotational force is transmitted to the couéling 9150.

In order to stabilize the torque transmitted
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to the coupling, a plurality of rotational force
receiving surfaces 150e are desirably disposed on the
same circumference (on a common circle). By the
disposition in this manner, the rotational force
transmission radius is constant and the torque
transmitted is stabilized. A sudden increase of the
torque can be avoided. In addition, from the viewpoint
of the stabilization of the drive transmission, the
receiving surfaces 9150e are desir;bly orovided on the
opposed positions (180 degrees) diametrically. In
addition, the number of the receiving surfaces 2150e
may be any if the pin 9182 of the drive shaft 9180 can
be received by the standing-by portion 9150k. In the
present embodiment, the number is two. The rotational
force receiving surfaces 9150e may not be on the same
circumference, or they may not be disposed
diametrically opposed ppsitions.

In addition, the cylinder surface of the
coupling 9150 is provided with the standby opening
9150g. In addition, an opening 21509 is provided with
the rotational force transmission surface {(rotational
force transmitting portion) ©150h. The drive
transmission pin {(rotational force réceiving member)
9155 (Figure 53 (b)) of the development shaft 9153
contacts to this rotational force - transmission surface
9150h. By this, the rotatiohal force is transmitted to

the developing roller 110 from the main assembly A.
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Similarly to the projection 9150d, the
rotational foxce transmissién surface %150h is
desirably disposed diametrically opposed on the same
cixcumference.

The configurations of the development shaft
9153 and the drive shaft 9180 will be described
(Figure 53(b)). In Embodiment 1, the cylindrical end
is a spherical surface. Fn this embodiment, however, a
diameter of a spherical free end portion 9153b of the
end portion is larger than a diameter of a main part
9153a. With this configuration, the left end portion
of the coupling 9150 can incline without interference
with the major part 9150a. ‘The configuration of the
drive shaft 9180 is the same as that of the
development shaft 9150 substantially. In other words,
the configuration of the frees end portion 8180b is the
spherical surface, and the diameter thereof is larger
than the diameter of the main part 9180a of the
cylindrical shape portion. In addition, the pin
(rotational force applying portion) 9182 which pierces
through the substantial center of the free end portion
9180b which is the spherical surface is provided. The
pin 9182 transmits the rotational force to the
transmitting surface or rotational foxce receiving
surface 9150e of the coupling 9150.

The development shaft 9150 and the spherical

surface of the drive shaft 8280 are in engagement with
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the inner surface 9%150p of the coupling 9150. By this,
the relative position between the development shaft
9150 and the coupling 9150 of the drive shaft 9180 is
determined. The operation with respect to the mounting
and demounting of the coupling 9150 relative to the
drive shaft 9180 is the same as Embodiment 1, and
therefore, the description thereof is omitted for
simplicity.

As has been described hereinbefo;e, the
coupling has the cylindrical shape, and therefore, the
position with respect to the direction perpendicular
to the direction of the axis L2 of the coupling 2150
can be determined if the coupling is engaged with the
shaft.

A modified cxample of the coupling will be
described further. In the configuration of the
coupling 8250 shown in Figure'53 {(c), a cylindrical
shape and a conical shape are put together. Figure 53
(d) is a sectional view of the coupling of this
modified example. A driven portion 9250a of the
coupling 9250 (righthand side in the Figure) has a
cylindrical shape, and an inner surface 9250p thereof
engages with the spherical surface of the drive shaft
9180. PFurthermore, it has the abutment surface 9250g
and can effect the positioning with respect to the
axial direction bétween the coupling 9250 and the

drive shaft 180. The drivirg portion 9250b has a
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conical shape (lefthand side of the Figure), and,
similarly to Embodiment 1, the position relative to
the development shaft 153 is determined by the
development shaft receiving surface 9250i.

The configuration of the coupling 9350 shown
in Figure 53 (e} is a combination of a cylindrical
shape and a conical shape. Figure 53 (f) is a
sectional view of this modified example. The driven
portion 9350a of the couplirg §350 has a cylindrical
shape (righthand side), and the inner surface 9350p
thereof engages with the spherical surface of the
drive shaft 9180. The positioning in the axial
direction of the drive shaft 9180 is effected by
abutting the spherical surface 9180c of the drive
shaft 9180 to the edge portion 9350g formed between
the cylindrical portions having different diameters.

The configuration of the coupling 9450 shown
in Figure 53 (g) is a combination of a spherical
surface, a cylindrical shape, and a conical shape.
Figure 53 (h) is a sectional view of this modified
example, wherein a driven portion 9450a of the
coupling 92450 (righthand side) has a cylindrical shape,
and the inner surface 9450p thereof engages with the
spherical surface 9450q of the drive shaft. &
spherical surface of the drive shaft 180 is contacted
to a spherical surface 9450g which is a pa?t of the

spherical surface. By this, the position can be
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determined with respect to the direction of the axis
L2. Designated by 9250d, 93250d, 9450d are projections.
Designated by 9250e, 9350e and 9450e are rotational
force receiving surfaces (rotational force receiving

portion}.

[Embodiment 8] \

Referring to Figure 54 - Figure 56, the eighth
embodiment of the present invention will be deécribed.

The present embodiment is different from
Embodiment 1 in the mounting operation xelative to the
drive shaft of the coupling, and the structure with
respect to it. Figure 54 is a perspective view which
illustrates a configuration of a coupling 10iSO of the
present embodiment. The configuration of the coupling
10150 is a combination of the cylindrical shape and
conical shape which have been described in Embodiment
7. In addition, a tapered surface 10150r is provided
on the free end side of a coupling 10150. In addition,
the surface of an opposite side of the drive receiving
projection 10150d with respect to the direction of the
axis Ll is provided with an urging force receiving
surface 10150s,

Referring to Figure 55, the structure of the
coupling will be described.

An inner surface 10150p and a spherical

surface 10153b of a development shaft 10153 of the
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coupling 10150 are in engagement with each other. 2n
urging member 10634 is interposed between an urging
force recelving surface 10130s described in the
foregoing and a bottom surface 10151b of a development
flange 10151. By this, the coupling 10150 is urged
toward the drive shaft 180 when the rotary C is
stopped at the predetermined position. In addition,

similarly to the foregoing embodiments, a retention
1

‘rib (unshown) is provided adjacent to the drive shaft

180 on the flange portion 1015035 with respect to the
direction of the axis L1l. By this, the disengagement
of the coupling 10150 from the cartridge is prevented.
The inner surface 10150p of the coupling 10150 is
cylindrical. Therefore, the coupling is mounted to the
cartridge B so as to be movable in the direction of
the axis L2.

Figure 56 is for illustrating the orientation
of the coupling in the case that the coupling engages
with the drive shaft. Figure 56 (a) is a sectional
view of the coupling 150 of Embodiment 1, and Figure
56 (c) is a sectional view of a coupling 10150 of the
present embodiment. And, Figure 56 (b) is a sectional
view before reaching the state of Figure 56 (c) the
rotational direction is shown by X4 and the chain line
L5 is a line drawn in parallel with the mounting
direction from the free end of the drive shaft 180.

In order for the coupling to engage with the
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drive shaft 180, the downstream free end position
10150A1 with respect to the rotational X4 direction
needs to pass the free end portion 180b3 of the drive
shaft 180. In the case of Embodiment 1, the axis L2
inclines by more than angle «l04. By this, the
coupling moves to the position where the free end
position 150A1 does not interfere with the free end
portion 180b3 (Figure 56 (a}, pre-engagement angular
vosition). ‘
On the other hand, in the coupling 10150 of
the present embodiment, it in the state where it does
not be in engagement with the drive shaft 180, the
coupling 10150 takes the position nearest to the drive
shaft 180 by a restoring (elastic) force of an urging
member (elastic member) 10634. In this state, when it
moves in the rotational direction X4, a part of the
tapered surface 10150r of the coupling 10;50 contacts
the drive shaft (Figure 56 (b)). At this time, the
force is applied to the tapered surface 10150xr in the
direction X4, and therefore, the coupling 10150 is
retracted in the longitudinal direction X1l by &
component force thereof. And, the free end portion
10153b of the development shaft 10153 abuts to an
abutting portion 10150t of the coupling i0150. In
addition, the coupling 10150 rotates clockwisely about
the center Pl of the free end portion 10153b (pre-

engagement angular position) of the development shaft.
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By this, the downstream free end position 1015021 of
the coupling with respect to the rotational direction
X4 passes by the free end 180b of the drive shaft 180
(Figure 56 (c)). When the drive shaft 180 and the
development. shaft 10153 becomes substantially co-axial,
a driving shaft receiving surface 10150f of the
coupling 10150 contacts to the' free end portion 180b
by the elastic force of the urging spring 19634. By
this, the coupling becomes in the rotation latency
state (Figure 553). 1In consideration of an amount of
retraction of the coupling 10150, the degree of
inclination of the axis L2 can be reduced to «l(6
(Figure 56(c}).

At the time of the rotary resume the rotation
in said one direction after completion of the image
forming operation, the free end portion 180b is forced
on the conical shape driving shaft receiving surface
10150f of the coupling 10150 by rotation force of the
rotary. The coupling 10150 is pivoted by this force,
while retracting toward the direction (opposite to X11
direction) of the axis L2 by this. The coupling 10150

is disengaged (disconnected) from the drive shaft 180.

Embodiment 9:
Referring to Figure 57, Figure 58, and Figure
59,, embodiment 2 will he described.

The present embodiment is different from
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Embodiment 1 in position (position of the coupling}
for inputting the rotational force, and structure for
transmitting the rotational force to developing roller
and developer supply roller from coupling.

Figure 57 1s a perspective view of the
cartridge B. In addition, Figure 58 is a perspective
view illustrating a driving portion of the cartridge B
without the side plate. Figure 59 (a) is a perspective
view of a driving input gear, as seen from the driving
side. Figure 59 (b) is a perspective view of a driving
input gear, as seen from the non-driving side.

A development gear 145 is provided to the one
longitudinal end of a developing roller 110. In
addition, a developer supplv roller gear 146 is
provided to the one longitudinal end of the developer
supply roller 115 (Figure 1}. Both the gears are fixed
on the roller shafts. By this, the rotational force
received by the coupling 150 from the apparatus main
assembly A is tranémitted to the pin (rotational force
receiving portion) 135 and the gear 147. In addition,
the rotational force receivad by the gear 147 is
transmitted to the developing roller 110 and the
developer supply roller 115 through the gear 145 and
the gear 146. The rotaticnal force may be transmitted
to the developer stirring member and so on. In
addition, the member for transmitting the rotational

force may not be a gear, but may be a toothed belt and
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so on. The driving force transmitting members, such as
the gear or the toothed belt, are usable properly.

Referring to Figure 59,, the driving input
gear 147 which mounts the coupling 150 swingably will
be described. A.gear shaft 11153 is fixed by the
press~fitting, the bonding, and so on to the inside of
the gear. The end 11153b thereof has:a spherical
configuration, so that it can incline smoothly when
the axis L2 inclines. In this embodiment, although
the gear shaft 11153 is made of metal, it may be made
of resin material integral with the gear 147. 1In
addition, The rotational force transmitting pin
(rotational force receiving portion) 155 for receiving
the rotational force from the coupling 150 is provided
at the free end side of the gear shaft 11153, and it
is extended in the direction crossing with the axis of
the gear shaft 11153.

The pin 155 is made of the metal and is fixzed
by the press-fitting, the bending, and so on to the
gear shaft 11153. If the trznsmission of the

rotational force is possible, the position of the pin

. 155 is satisfactory anywhere. Preferably, the pin 155

penetrates the spherical surface center of the free
end portion 11153b of the gear shaft 11153. This is
because, with such a structure, even when the angle of
deviation exists between the gear shaft 11153 and the

axis L2, the rotational force transmission radius is
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always constant. By this, constant transmission oi the
rotational force is accomplished. The number of
rotational force transmission points may be any, and
the person skilled in the art can select it properly.
However, in this embodiment, the single pin 155 is
employed from the viewpoint of assured transmission of
driving torque, and assembling property. And, the pin
155 penetrates the center of the free end spherical
surface 11153b. By this, the pin 155 projects in the
diametrically oppoéite—directions from the peripheral
surface of the gear shaft 11153. In other words, the
rotational force is transmitted at the two places,
Here, in this embodiment, although the pin 155 is
metal, it may be a product made of resin material
integral with the gear shaft 11153 and the gear 147.
The gears 145, 146, and 147 are helical gears.

In addition, since the mounting method of the
coupling 150 is the same as that of Embodiment 1, the
description is omitted.

The‘gear 147 is provided with a space 147a for
receiving the coupling 150 partially, so that it does
not interfere with the geaxr 147, when the coubling 150
swings (the movement, pivoting). The space 1l47a is

provided at the center portion of the gear 147. By

‘this, it is possible to shorten the length of.the

coupling 1530. Furthermore, as for the mounting method

of the gear 147, a hole 147b (Figure 59 (b)) is
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rotatably supported by the supporting shaft (unshown)
of the development bearing 11151 (Figure 58). In
addition, the cylindrical portion 147c is rotatably
supported by the inner surface 111571 of the
supporting member 11157.

Since the engagement, drive, and disengagement
of the coupling by the rxotating operation of the
rotary C are the same as that of Embodiment 1, the
description is omitted.

The means for inclining the axis L2 to the
pre~engagement angular position just before the
engagement of the coupling to the drive shaft may
employ a method of any of the embodiment 2 -
embodiment 5 described heretofore.

As has been described with respect to the

- present embodiment, it is not necessary to dispose the

coupling 150 to the end co-axial with the developing
roller 110. More particularly, according to the
embodiment described above, the coupling 150 is
provided at the position remote from the axis L1l of
the developing roller 110 in the direction
perpendicular to the axis L1 of the developing roller
110. And, in the direction of the rotation axis L2,
the rotational force transmitting surface (rotational
force transmitting portion, and the cartridge side
rotational force transmitting portion) iSOh are

provided in the opposite side from the rotational
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force receiving surface (rotational force receiving
portion} 150e. And, the rotational force received by
the rotational force transmitting surface 150h is
transmitted to the developing roller 110 through the
transmission pin 155 (rotational force receiving
portion) and the gears 145 and 147 (driving force
transmitting member). By this, the developing roller
110 is rotated by the rotational force received from
the wain assembly 2 by the coupling 150.

According to this embodiment, the latitude of
the design of the apparatus main assembly A and the
cartridge B is improved. This is because, in the
cartridge B, the position of the coupling can be
properly selected irrespective of the position of the
developing rollexr 110.

In addition, in the apparatus meain assembly A,
the position of the drive shaft 180 can be properly
selected irrespective of the position of the
developing roller 110 in the state of the cartridge B
mounted to the rotary C.

This is effective in development of

commercial products.

Embodiment 10:
Referring to Figure 60-Figure 63, the tenth
embodiment of the present invention will be described.

Figure 60 is a perspective view of the
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cartridge using a coupling 12150 according to the
present embodiment. An outer periphery of an outside
end of a development supporting member 12157 provided
in the driving side functions as the cartridge guides
14011, 140L2.

The developing cartridge is dismountably
mounted to the rotary C by these cartridge guides
140L1, 140LZ and cartridge guide (unshown) provided in
the non-driving side.

In this embodiment, the coupling can be
integrally handled with the development shaft end
member. Here, the development shaft end member is the
member mounted to the end of the developing roller,
and it has the function of transmitting the rotational
force to the other member in the cartridge B.

Figure 61 (a) is a perspective view of the
coupling, as seen from the driving side. It is a
perspective view, as seen from the developing roller
side of Figure 61 (b) coupling. PFigure 61 (c)} is a
side view of the coupling as seen in the direction
perpendicular to the direction of the axis L2. In
addition, Figure 61 (d) is a side view of the coupling,
as seen from the driving side. Figure 61 (e) shows a
view of the coupling, as seen from the developing
roller side. In addition, Figure 61 (f) is a sectional
view taken along a line 521~821 of Figure 61 (d).

The coupling 12150 of the present embodiment
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is engaged with the drive shaft 180 similarly to the
coupling 150. To receive the rotational force for
rotating the developing roller. 1In addition, it is
disengaged from the drive shaft 180.

The coupling side driven portion 12150a of the
present embodiment has the function and structure
similar to those of the member 150a, and the coupling
side driving portion 12150b has the function and
structure similar to the member 150b. In this
embodiment, the driving portion 12150b has the
spherical driving shaft recaiving surface 121501 so as
to be able to move among said three angular positions
irrespective of the rotation phase of the developing
roller 110 (Figure &1 (a), (b), (c), (£)).

In additicn, the intermediate part 12150¢ has
the function and structure similar to those of the
member 150c. In addition, the material and so on is
the same as that of the member.

In addition, the opening 12150m has the
functicn and structure similar to those of the member
150m (Figure 61 (f£)).

In addition, the projection 12150d (12150d1-
d4) has the function and structure similar to those of
the element 150d (Figure 61 {a}, (b), (e}, (d)).

The entrance portion 12150k (12150kl-k4) has
the function and structure similar to those of the

element 150k (Figure 61 (a), (b), (c), (d)).
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In addition, the driving portion 12150b has
the spherical surface so that, it can move between
rotational force transmitting angular position and
pre~engagemeﬁt angular position {or disengaging
angular position) relative to the axis L1 irrespective
of the rotation phase of the developing roller 110
in the cartridge BS. In the illustrated example, the
driving portion 12150b has a spherical retaining
portion 12150i concentric with the axis L2. A fixing
hole 12150g penetrated by a transmission pin 12155 at
a position passing through the center of the driving
portion 12150k is provided.

In this embodiment, the coupling 12150
comprises a driven portion 12150a, an intermediate
part 12150¢, and a driving portion 12150b. The
connection method between them will be described in
the drum flange assembly process hereinafter.

Referring to Figure 62, , an example of a
development shaft end member 12151 which supports the
coupling 12150 will be described. Figure 62 {(a) shows
a view , as seen from the drive shaft side, and Figure
62 (b) is a sectional view taken along a line 8S22-822
in Figure 62 {a).

The opening 12151g 1 oxr 12151g2 shown in
Figure 62 (a) forms a groove extended in a rotational
axis direction of a development shaft énd member 12151,

At the time of mounting the coupling 12150, the
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rotational force transmitting pin (rotational force
transmitting portion) 12155 entexrs this opening 12151g
1 or 12151g2.

The transmission pin 12155 moves inside of

. the opening 12151g 1 oxr 12151g2. By this, irrespective

of the rotation phase of the developing roller 110 in
the cartridge BS5, the coﬁpling 12150 is movable
between sald three angular positions.

In addition, in Figure 62 (a), rotational
force receiving surfaces (rotational force receiving
portions) 12151h (12151h 1 oxr 12151h2) are provided in
the clockwise upstream of the opening 12151g 1 or
12151g2. A side of the transmission pin 12155 of the
coupling 12150 contacts to the transmitting surface
12151h. By this, the rotational force is transmitted
to the developing roller 110. The transmitting
surfaces 12151hl - 12151h2 have the surfaces
intersected by the rotational direction of the end
member 12151. By this, the transmitting surface 12151h
is pressed to the side of the transmission pin 12155,
and rotates about the axis L1 (Figure 62b).

As shown in Figure 62 (b}, the end member
12151 is provided with a coupling containing section
121513 for accommodating the drive transmitting
portion 12150b of the coupling 12150.

Figure 62 (c) is a sectional view illustrating

the step of assembling the coupliing 12150.
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&s for the driven porticn 12150a and the
intermediate part 12150c of the coupling, the
retaining member 12156 is inserted into the
intermediate part 12150&. And, the driven portion
121502 and the intermediate part 12150c are capped in
the direction of the arxrrow ¥32 by a positicning member
12150g (a driving portion 12150b) which has a
retaining portion 12150i. The pin 12155 penetrates the
fixing hole 12150g of the pesitioning member 12150g,
and the fixing hole 12150r of the intermediate part
12150c. And, the pin 12155 fixes the positiocning
member 12150g to the interxmedizte part 12150c.

Figure 62 (d) is a sectional view illustrating
the step of fixing the coupling 12150 tc the end
member 12151.

The coupling 12150 is moved in the X33
direction, and the transmission part 12150b is
inserted in the accommodating porticn 12151j. The
retaining member 12156 is inserted in the directicn of
an arrow X33 to fix it to the end member 12151. The
retaining member 12156 is fixed with play to the
positioning member 12150qg. BEy this, the ccupling 12150
can change the orientaticn. In this manner, a coupling
unit which has the coupling and the end member 12151
integrally is provided.

The retaining porticn 12156i mounts tﬁe

coupling 12150 so that it is movable (pivotable)
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between the rotational force transmitting angular
position, the pre-engagement angular position, and the
disengaging angular position. In addition, the
retaining portion 121561 regulates the movement of the
coupling 12150 in the direction of the axis L2. In
other woxds, the open;ng 121567 has diameter phi D15
smaller than the diameter of the retaining portion
123i50i.

Similarly to the projection 12150d, the
rotational force transmitting surfaces (rotational
force transmitting portions} 12150k 1 or 12150h2 are
preferably disposed diametrically opposed on the same
circumference.

The coupling and the end member can be
integrally treated by the structure as described above.
By this, the handling at the time of the assembly is
easy, and the improvement of the assembling property
can be accomplished.

Referring to Figure 63 and Figure 64, , the
mounting of the cartridge B will be described. Figure
63 (a) is a perspective view of the major part of the
dartridge , as seen from the driving side, and Figure
63 (b) is a perspective view thereof , as seen from
the non-driving side. 1In addition, Figure 64 is a
sectional view taken along a line 823-3523 in Figure 63
(a). The de%eloping roller 110 is rotatably mounted on

the developing device frame 119.
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In the description described above, the
coupling 12150 and the end member 12151 are assembled
to the coupling unit. And, the unit U1l0 is mounted to
the development shaft 12153 by the side of the end of
the developing roller 110 so that the transmission
part 12150a is exposed. And, the transmission part
12150a is assembled through an inner space 12157b of
the supporting member 12157. By this, the transmission
part 12150a is exposed through the cartridge.

As shown in Figure €4, a positioning portion
for the developing roller 12110 12157e is provided on
the supporting member 12157. By this, the end membexr

12151 is retained assuredly.

Here, as shown in Figure 66, the axis L2 of
the coupling 12150 can incline in any directions
relative to the axis Ll1. Ficure 66(al)- (a5) is a
view , as seen from the drive shaft (180) side, and
Figure 66(bl)~ (b5) is the perspective view thereof.
In Figure 66 (al) (bl), the axis L2 is co—axial with
the axis Ll. Figure 65 (a2) (b2) illustrates the
coupling 12150 in the upward inclined state from this
state. While the coupling inclines toward the position
of the opening 12151g, the transmission pin 12155 is
moved along the opening 12151lg (Figure 66 (a2) (b2)).
As a result, , the coupling 12150 is inclined about
the axis AX perpendicular to the opening 12151qg.

In Figure 66 (a3) (b3), the coupling 12150 is
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inclined rightward. Thus, when the coupling inclines
in the orthogonal direction of the opening 12151g, the
pin 12155 rotates inside of the opening 12151g. The
axis of rotation is the axis line AY of the
transmission pin 12155.

The coupling 12150 inclined downward and the
coupling inclined leftward axe shown in Figs. 66 (ad)
{b4) and 66 {a5) (b5). The coupling 12150 is inclined
about the rotation axis AX, AY.

With respect to the direction different from
the inclining direction, and in the midrange, the
rotatipn of the circumference of the axis AX and the
rotation of the circumference of AY can combine with
each other, so that the inclination is permitted. Fox
example, the direcéions different from the inclining
direction are Iigures 66 (a2), (a3}, {(a3), (a4), (a4d),
(a5), {(a5), and (a2). In thkis manner, the axis L2 can
be inclined in any directions relative to the axis L1.

However, the axis L2 does not need to be
necessarily pivotable rxelative to the axzis Ll linearly
to the predetermined angle in any directions over 360
decrees. 1In that case, for example, the opening 12151g
is set slightly wide in the circumferential direction.

By such the setting, when the axis 12 inclines

relative to the axis Ll, the coupling 12150 xotates to

a slight degree about the axis 12, even if it is the

case where it cannot incline to the predetermined
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angle linearly. By this, the axis L2 can be inclined
to the predetermined angle relative to the axis L1. 1In
other words, the play in the rotational direction of
the opening 150g can be selected properly by one
skilled in the art.

As has been described hereinbefore, (Figure
64), the sphexrical surface 121501 contacts to the
retaining portion 121563i. Foxr this reason, the
rotation axis of the coupling 12150 is on the centex
P2 of the spherical surface 12150i. In other words,
the axis L2 is pivotable irrespective of the phase of
the end member 12151. In addition, as will be
described hereinafter, in oxder for the coupling 12150
to engage with the drive shaft 180, the axis L2 is
inclined to the downstream in the rotational direction
X4 relative to the axis L1l just before the engagement.
In other words, as shown in Figure 67, the axis L2
inclines relative to the axis L1, so that the driven
portion 12150a is the downstream with respect to the
rotational direction X4.

Figure 60 shows the state where the axis L2 is
inclined relative to the axis Ll1. In addition, Figure
65 1s a sectional view taken along a line 824~824 in
Figure 60.

By the structure described heretofore, the
axis L2 in the inclined state shown in Figure 65 can

also become substantially parallel with the axis Ll.
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In addition, the maximum possible inclination angle
alpha 4 (Figure 65) between the axis Ll and the axis
L2 is determined so that the range to the position
where the driven portion 12150a and the intermediate
part 12150c contact to the end member 12151 oxr the
supporting member 12157 is covered. BAnd, the angle
alpha 4 is set to the value required for the mounting
and demounting to the apparatus main assembly.

| Here, in the case of the present embodiment,
the maximum possible inclination angle alpha 4 is 20
degrees — 80 degrees.

As has been described with respect to
Embodiment 1, immediately before Cartridge B (B5) is
determined to the predetermined position of the
apparatus main assembly A, or, substantially
simultaneously with it being determined to the
predetermined position, the coupling 12150 and the
drive shaft 180 engage with each other. More
particularly, the coupling 12150 and the drive shaft
180 are engaged with each other immediately before or
substantially simultaneously with the stoppage of the
rotary C.

Referring to Figure 67, the engaging operation
of this coupling 12150 will be described. Figure 67 is
a longitudinal sectional view of the apparatus main
assembly A ; as seen from the lower part.

In the moving process of the cartridge B7 by
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the rotéry C, the axis L2 of the coupling 12150
inclines beforehand in the pre-engagement angular
position ta the rotational direction X4 relative to
the axis Ll (Figurxe 67 (a)). In the direction of the
axis Ll, the downstream free end position 12150A1 with
respect to the rotational direction X4 is positioned
in the developing roller 12110 direction side beyond
the drive shaft free-end 180b3 by the inclination of
the coupling 12150. In addition, the upstream free end
position 12150A2 with respect to the rotational
direction ¥4 is positioned in the pin 182 direction
side than the drive shaft free-end 180b3 (Figuxe 67
(a}).

First, the upstream free end position 12150a1
with respect to the rotational direction X4 of the
coupling 12150 passes by the drive shaft free-end
180b3. A part of coupling (receiving surface 12150f
and/or projection 12150d) which is the cariridge side
contact portion contacts to the main assembly side
engaging portion (the drive shaft 180 and/or the pin
182), aiter the passage. The coupling is inclined so
that the axis-L2 becomes parallel to the axis L1 in
response to the rotation of the rotary C {(Figure 67
{c)). And, when the developing cartridge B7 finally
stops at the predetermined position (developing
position) in the apparatus main assémbly A (stoppage

of the rotation of the rotaxry), the drive shaft 180
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and the developing roller 12110 will become
substantially co-axial with each othexr. 2nd, the
coupling 12150 is moved from the pre-engagement
angular position toward the rotational force
transmitting angular position where the axis L2 is
substantially co—-axial with the axis Ll. And, the
coupling 12150 and the drive shaft 180 are engaged

with each other (Figure 67 (d)). The recess 12150z of
|

the coupling covers the free end portion 180b.

As has been described hereinbefore, the
coupling 12150 is mounted for inclining motion
relative to the axls Li. Moxe particularly, the
coupling 22150 inclines without interfering with the
drive sha®ft 180 in response to the rotating operation
of the rotary C. By this, the coupling 12150 can be
engaged with the drive shaft 180.

Similarly to embodiment 1, the engaging
operation of the coupling 12150 described above can be
carried out irrespective of the phase of the drive
shaft 180 and the coupling 12150.

In this manner, in this embodiment, the
coupling 12150 is mounted to the cartridge B7 for
substantial revolvement relative to the developing
roller 110.

Referring to Figure 68, the rotational fozce
transmitting operation at the time of rotating the

developing roller 110 will be described. The drive
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shaft 180 rotates with the gear (helical gear) 181 in
the direction of X8 in the Figure by the rotational
force received from the motor 64 (driving source). The
transmission pin 182 integral with the drive shaft 180
contacts to two of the four rotational force receiving
surfaces 150e of the coupling 12150 to rotate the

coupling 12150. Furthermore, as stated in the

foregoing, the coupling 12150 is coupled with the

developing roller 110 for drive transmission. For this
reason, the rotation of the coupling 12150 rotates the
developing roller 110 through the end member 12151.

In addition, even if the axis L3 and the axis
L1l deviate from the co—axial relations somewnat, the
coupling can rotate without applying the large load to
the developing roller and the drive shaft because the
coupling 12150 inclines slightly.

This is one of the remarkable effects
according to an embodiment of the coupling of the
present invention.

Referring to Figure 69, the description will
be made as to operation of the coupling 12150 and so
on at the time of the cartridge B (B7) moving to
another station by the rotation of the rotary C.
Figure 69 is a longitudinal sectional view of the
apparatus main assembly A , as seen from the lower
part. First, similarly to embodiment 1, whenever the

cartridge B moves from the position (developing
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position) where copposes to the photosensitive drum,
the pin 182 is positioned at any two of the entrance
portions 12150k1~12150k4 (Figure 61).

In - the state where the rotary C is at rest at
the developing position, the axis L2 of the coupling
12150 is substantially co~-axial relative to the axis
L1l (rotational force transmitting angular position).
When the rotary C further starts the rotation to one
direction afterjtermination of the development, The
upstream receiving surface 12150f with respect to the
rotational direction X4 and/cr the projection 121504
of the coupling 12150 contact to free end portion 180b
of the drive shaft 180, and/or the pin 182 (Figure
69%9a), in response to the movement in the rotaltional
direction X4 of the cartridge B (developing roller
110).. And, the axis L2 begins (Figure 68b) to incline
toward the upstream in the rotational direction X4.
The inclining direction (pre-engagement angular
position) of the coupling a= the time of the cartridge
B moving this direction to the developing position is
the substantially opposite relative to the axis Ll. By
the rotating operation of this rotary C, the upstream
free end portion 12150A2 with respect to the
rotational direction X4 moves, while it is in contact
with the drive shaft 180 (free end portion 180b). The
axis L2 of-the coupling 12150 inclines to the position

(disengaging angular position) where the upstream free
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end poxtion 150A2 reaches to the drive shaft free-end
180b3 (Figure 6%c). 2And, in this state, the coupling
12150 is passed while it is in contact with the drive
shaft free-end 180b3 (Figure 69d). Thereafter, the
cartridge B is compleﬁely retracted Ircm the
developing position by the rotating operation of the
rotary C.

As has been described hereinbefore, the
coupli;g 12150 is mounted for inclining motion
relative to the axis L1 to the cartridge B. And, the
coupling 12150 is inclined without .interfering with
the drive shaft in response to the rotational movement
of the rotary C. By this, the coupling 12150 can be
disengaged from the drive shaft 180.

The coupling 12150 can be integrally handled
with the end members (gear and so on) by the structure
as described above. Foxr this reason, the assembly
operation property is improved.

The structure for inclining the axis L2 of the
coupling to the pre-engagement angular position,
immediately before the coupling engages with the drive

shaft may employ any of the embodiment 2-embodiment 5.

Embodiment 11:
Referring to Figure 70, Figure 71, and Figure
72, embodiment 11 will be described.

The present embodimert is different from
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Embodiment 10 in the position (position of the
coupling) which inputs the drive, and the structure
which transmits the rotational force to the developing
roller and the developer supply roller from the
coupling.

Figure 70 is a perspective view of a cartridge

according to the present embodiment. Figure 71 is a

_perspective view illustrating a driving portion of the

cartridge. Figure 72:(a) is a pexspective view of a
driving input gear, as seen from the driving side.
Figure 72 (b) is a perspective view of the driving
input gear, as seen from the non-driving side.

the development gear 145 and the feed roller
gear 146 are disposed at the drive lateral end
portions of the developing roller 110 and the feed
roller 115 (Figure 1), respectively. The geaxrs 145 and
146 are fixed to the shaft. The rotational force
received by the coupling 13150 from the apparatus main
assembly A is transmitted through the gear to the
other rotating members (the developing roller 110, the
developer supply roller 115, the toner stirring

(unshown), and so on) of cartridge B (B6).

A driving input gear 13147 which suppoxts the
coupling 13150 will be described.
As shown in Figure 71, the gear 13147 is

rotatably provided at the position for engagement with
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the development gear 145 and the feed roller gear 146.
The gear 13147 has the coupling containing section
131473 similar to the end member 12131 described in
Embodiment 10 (Figure 72 (a)). The coupling 13150 is
pivotably retained by a retaining member 13156 on the
geaxr 13147.

Further, the supporting member 13157 and the
inclination regulation member 131571 are mounted to
the cartridg; B (Figure 70). .

The supporting member 13157 is provided with
the hole and the innexr surface 131571 therxeof engages
with the gear 13147. Since the engagement, drive, and
disengagement of the coupling by the rotating
operation of the rotary are the same as that of
Ymkodiment 10, the description is omitted for
simplicity.

In addition, The structure for inclining the
axis L2 of the coupling to the pre—ehgagemgnt angular
position, immediately kefore the coupling engages with
the drive shaft may employ any of that of the
embodiment 2-embodiment 5,

4s has keen described hereinbefore, it is not
necessary to dispose the coupling at the end co-axial
with the developing roller. According to this
embodiment, the latitude in the design of the image
forming device body and the cartridge can be‘improved.

According to this embodiment, the effects similar to
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Embodiment 9 are provided.

Embodiment 12:

Bmbodiment 12 will be described with reference
to Figures 73 and 74.

In the above-described Embodiments, the case
of using the rotation selecting mechanism (rotary) as
the moving member for the developing device (cartridge
B} is described. In this embodiment, another moving
member will be described.

Figures 73(a) and 73(b) are sectional views
showing a cartridge supporting member for supporting
four cartridges B (14Bl to ;4845, Figures 74(a) to
74 (e) are perspective views and side views showing
processes for engaging and disengaging a coupling with
respect to a driving shaft. A

Referring to Figures 73(a) and 73(b}, the
respective cartridges B (14B1 to 14B4) are laterally
arranged in cross section in a cartridge supporting
member 14190 and are detachably mounted to the
ca;tridge supporting member 141380. Figure 73(a) is a
schematic view showing a state in which a first color
cartridge 14Bl is located at a portion opposite to a
photosensitive drum 107 and is capable of performing
development with respect to the photosensitive drum
107. When the cartridge 14Bl completes the development,

the supporting member 14190 moves in an X20 direcfion,
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so that an adjacent (second) color cartridge 14B2 is
located at the opposing, portion ({(developing position)
with respect to the photosensitive drum 107.
Incidentally, a developer image formed on the
photosensitive drum 107 is transferred onto a transfer
belt 104a. These operations are repeated for each of
the colors. Finally, as shown in Figure 73(b), a
fourth color cartridge 14B4 is moved to the opposing
portion with respe;t to the photosensitive drum 107,
so that four color developer images are transferred
onto the transfer belt. Then, the developer images are
transferred from the transfer belt onto a recording
material S and are fixed on the recording material S.

Incidentally, each of the cartridges 14 is
moved in a direction substantially perpendicular to a
direction of the axial line L3 of the driving shaft
18¢ by'the rnovement of the supporting member 14180 in
one direction.

As a result, a cclor image is formed on the
recording material §.

When a series of the color image formation is
completed, the supporting member 14190 is moved in the
%21 direction to ke returned to an initial position
(the state of Figure 73(a)).

Next, with reference to Figures 74(a) to 74(e),
steps of connecting and disconnecting the coupling

with respect to the driving shaft by the movement of
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the supporting member will ke described.
Representatively, connection and disconnection of the
cartridge 14B3 with respect to a coupling 14150vaill
be described. Figure 74({a) is a perspective view
showing a state of the coupling 14150C immediately
before connection to the driving shaft 180 and Figure
74 (b) is a,side view thereof. Figure 74(c) is a
perspective view showing a state in which the coupling
is connected to the driving shaftiand placed in a
driving force transmittable condition. Figure 74(d)} is
a perspective view showing a disconnected state of the
coupling from the driving shaft and Figure 74(e) is a
side view thereof.

In this embodiment, as a means for including
the axial line L2, the constitution described in
Embodiment 5 is used. That is, a2 regulation rib 14191
provided to the apparatus main assembly is disposed
along a lower sicde of a line L20 through which a
coupling 14150C passes and upstream £rom the driving
shaft 180 with respect to a movement direction X20.
Further, similarly as in Embodiment 6, a distance
between a top surface 14191a of the regulation rib and
the coupling 14150C is set to be smaller when the
coupling 14150C comes closer to the driving shaft 180.
Further, as shown in Figure 74({b), an inclination
direction of an axial line L is regulated so that a

driven portion (portion to be driven) 14150Ca is
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directed upwardly with respect to the line L20 (the
inclination direction is indicated by a line L30).

Here, when development with the cartridge 14B2
is completed, the supporting member is horizontally
moved in one direction. By this movement, the
cartridge 14B3 is moved toward a predetermined
position. During its process, an intermediate portion
14150Cc contacts the top surface 1419la. At this time,
as described in Embodimeﬁt 6, the driven portion
14150Ca is directed toward the driving shaft 180 (the
pre-engagement angular position) (the state of Figure
74(a)). Thereafter, similarly as in the
above~mentioned description, the coupling 14150C
engages with the driving shaft 180 (the rotating force
transmitting angular position) (the state of Figure
74(c)). Then, when image formation with the cartridge
14B3 is completed, the cartridge 14B3 is moved in the
¥X20 direction. The coupling 14150C is disengaged from
the driving shaft 180 {(disengagement angular position)
(the state of Figure 74(d)). Details are the same as
those described above, thus being omitted.

As described above, the developments with all
the couplings are completed, the supporting member
14190 is returned to the initial position (the state
of Figure 74(b)). An operation during a process
thereof will be described. The coupling of"each of the

certridges is required to pass through the driving



10

15

20

25

160

shaft 180. For this reason, the coupling is, similarly
as during the development, moved from the
pre-engagement angular position to the disengagement
angular position through the rotating force
transmitting angular position. For this purpose, it is
necessary to employ a constitution for inclining the
axial line L2. As shown in Figure 74(d), a regulation
rib 14192 similar to that descried in Embodiment 6 is
disposed along the upper side of the liée L20 through
which the coupling 14150C passes. The rib 14192 is
disposed upstream from the driving shaft 180 with
respeclt to the movement direction X21. Further, the
distance between the regulation rib 14182 and the line
120 is set similarly as in the case of the regulation
rib 14192. That is, the regulation rib 14191 and the
regulation rib 141892 are set in a point-syimmetry
relationship with respect to the center of the driving
shaft 180. Incidentzally, as shown in Figure 74(e), =
regulation direction of the coupling 14150C is not
changed. ¥Tor this reason, the coupling 14150C is also
moved, at the initial stage {(X21 direction), from the
pre-engagement angular position to the disengagement
angular position. through the rotating force
transmitting angular position by the same operation as
during the image formation (development) {(during the
movement in the X20 direction). During this operation,

the coupling 14150C passes through the driving shaft
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180 and then is returned to the initial position.

In this embodiment, the cartridge is
detachably supported with respect to the image forming
apparatus. During replacement of the cartridge, as
shown in Figure 74(a), the supporting member 14190 is
rotationally moved in the X3) direction. By this
rotational movement, the user moves each of the
cartridges 14B1 to 14B4 to a replacezble position.

Incidentally, in this émbodiment, the movement
direction of the developing cartridge is obliquely
upward but may also be an opposite direction and the
developing cartridge may be disposed so &s to be
movable in other directioné.

In the foregoing description, the image
formation. (development) is effected when the cartridge
is moved in one direction but is not effected when the
cartridge is moved other directions. However, the
present invention is not limited thereto. For example, .
when the cartridge is moved in other directions, the

image Formation may be effected.

[Embodiment 13]

Embodiment 13 will ke described with reference
to Figure 75.

In the foregoing description, the cartridge
detachably mountable the apparatus main assembly A is

described. In this embodiment, such an image forming
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apparatus that the developing device as the developing
apparatus is fixed to an apparatus main assembly and
image formation is effected by real time supply of the
developer. That is, the devsloping device in this
embodiment is mounted to the apparatus main assembly A
by the user but is not demounted. The developing
device in this embodiment is a fixed-type in which the
developing device is fixed to the apparatus maia
assembly A and is used in a fixed state. Mainéenance
is performed by a service person.

Figure 75 is a sectional view of the apparatus
main assembly.

As shown in Figure 75, a rotary C2 includes
four color developing devices 15A, 158, 15C and 15D
mounted therein. The rotary C2 further includes
developer bottles 16A, 16B, 16C and 16D each for
supplying a developer to an associated developing
device. These bottles 16A, 163, 166 and 16D are
detachably mounted to the apparatus main assembly A in
a direction perpendicular to the drawing. When the
developer in the bottle empties, the bottle is
replaced by the user.

By the rotation of the rotary C, each of the
developing devices 157, 15B, 15C and 15D is
successively moved to a por:tion ({(developing position)
opposite to the pﬁotosensitive drum 107 and at the

opposing portion, a latent image formed on the
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photosensitive drum 107 is developed. Depending on the
movement of each of the developing devices to the
opposing portion, the coupling member (not shown)
provided to the developing device is engaged with the
driving shaft provided to the apparatus main assembly
(not shown). Thereafter, when the image formation is
completed, the,cartridge (not shown) is disengaged
from the driving shaft. This coperation is similar to
that in Embodiment 1 and the like, sa that description
thereof is omitted.

As described above, even in the case of drive
switching of the develcoping device fixed to the
apparatus main assembly, the operation can be
performed similarly as in the cases of Embodiments

described above.

Embodiment 14:

Referring to Figure 76, Figure 77, and Figure
78,, embodiment 14 will be described.

These embodiments differ from Embodiment 11 in
the configuration of the coupling, and provision oI
the elastic material for maintaining the coupling at
the pre-engagement angular position.

Figure 76 (a) is a perspective view
illustrating a part of cartridge B. Figure 76 (b) and
Pigure 76 (a) are sectional views taken aiong a line

extended in the inclining direction of the axis of the
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coupling through the center of the driving input gear
{the member which mounts the driving input gear is
also illustrated). Figure 77 (a) is a side view of the
coupling alone. Figure 77 (b) is a perspective view of
the'coupling alone. Figure 78 (a) is a sectional view
illustrating the state where the coupling (cartridge)
is positioned at the pre-engagement angular position.
Figure 78 (b) is a sectional view illustrating the
state where the coupling {(cartridge) is positioned a%
the rotational force transmitting angular position.
Figure 78 (c) is a sectional view illustrating the
state where the coupling (czrtridge) is positioned at
the disengaging angular position. Figure 78 (a), (b},
and (c) illustrate the positional relations between
the coupling 15150 and the drive shaft 180.

As shown in Figure 76, the development gear
145 is disposed to the end of the developing roller
110. And, the gear 145 is fixed to the shaft 155 of
the developing roller 110.

A driving input gear 15147 which mounts the
coupling 15150 will be described.

As shown in Figure 76, the gear 15147 has the
gear portion for meshing engagement with the
development gear 145 15147a, and the gear portion
15147b for meshing engagemeat with the feed roller
gear 146 (Figure 58). And, the gear 15147 is rotatably

mounted to the cartridge B by a supporting member
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15170 and a supporting member 15157. The supporting
member 15170 functions also as the bearing member for.
the developing roller 110.

By this, the rotational force received by the
coupling 15150 from the apparatus main assembly A is
transmitted to the developing roller 110 through the
pin 15155 (rotational force transmitting portion), the
rotational force transmitting surface 12151h (Figure
62 {(a), {(b), rotational forcs receiving porkion), the
gear 147, and gear 145.

The coupling 15150 is pivotebly mounted to the
gear 15147 by a retaining portion 15147m (movable
among said three angular positions). In addition, the
coupling 15150 is urged by an urging spring (elastic
material)} 15159 in order to maintain the pre-
engagement angular position. In this embodiment, the
spring 15159 is a torsion coil spring. A supporting
portion 1515%a of the spring 15158 is locked by a
mounting portion {(unshown) provided on the cartridge B.
And, an arm portion 15159b thereof elastically urges
an intermediate part 15150c of the coupling. By this,
the axis L2 of the coupling 15150 is maintained at the
pre-engagement angular position (Figure 78 (a)). In
the present embodiment, a spring force (elastic force)
of the spring 15159 is 5g - lOOé. If it is below 5g,
the coupling may not incline correctly due to the

frictional force and so on. If it is more than 100g,
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the contact portion of the spring may be shaved at the
time of the rotation of the coupling. However, thé
spring force other than this range may be employed
depending on the'conditions, such as the wire diameter
and the material of spring, and configuration and
material of the coupling. In addition, it is not
limited to the torsion coil spring.

More particularly, the spring 15159 (elastic
material) elastically urges the coupling 15150. The
elastic force thereof is such that it can maintain the
coupling 15150 at the pre-engagement angular position,
while it permits moving the coupling from the pre-
engagement angular position to the rotational foxce
transmitting angular position (Figure 78 (b)), and it
permits moving the coupling 15150 from the rotational
force transmitting angular position to the disengaging
angular position (Figure 78 (c)}).

This applies also to the spring (elastic
material) 4159 described by the embodiment of the
embodiment 3 and so on.

Further, the dartridge B has the inclination
regulating portion for requlating the inclining
direction of the coupling. Since this structure is the
same as that of Embodiment 11, the description is
omitted for simplicity.

As shown-in Figure‘77, the couplings 15150

differ from the coupling 12150 described in Embodiment
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10 in the configuration of the driven portion 15150a.

More particularly, an opening 15150m of the
driven portion 15150a is provided with the recess
15150z and the flat portion 15150y. The recess 15150z
is contacted to the free end portion 180b of the drive
shaft 180 (Figuxe 78 (b)). As shown in Figure 78, when
the coupling 15150 reaches ,the rotational force
transmitting angular position (Figure 78 (b)) through
the pre-engagement angular position (Figure 78 (aB),
the rotational force of the drive shaft 180 will be
transmitted to the coupling 15150 through the pin 182.
in this embodiment, not the recess 15150z but the
drive shaft 180 side is the flat portion 15150y. By
this, the peripheral part 182d (Figure 78 (a?, (b),
(c)) and the flat portion 15150y of the coupling of
the pin 182 can be brought close to each other (Figure
78 (b)).

By this, the lengths of the cartridge B and
the apparatus main assembly in the direction of the
axis DLl, L3 can be shortened. Therefore, the cartridge
B and the apparatus main assembly can be downsized.

Here, an inner diameter Zl=phi of the flat
portion 15150y of the coupling used by this
implementation is about 5mm. In additicn, an outer
diameter %22=phi thereof is approx. llmm. In addition,
a depth 43= of the flat poxrtion is appro;. 0.6mm. In

addition, a depth of the recess 15150z of conical
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shape is approx. 1l.5mm in thke top part of conical
shape, and the diameter thereof is approx..Smm. In
addition, a weight of the coupling 15150 is approx.
1.5g. In this embodiment, the material of the coupling
is polyacetal. However, the values of the size and
weight are not inevitable, and the person skilled in
the art can select them properly. ‘

In addition, in the present embodiment, the
projection 15150d {15150dl, d2) of the coupling is
disposed at each of two places. By this, the width
measured along the circumference of the entrance
portion 150k (150kl, k2) can be enlarged. Therefore,
the entrance of the pin 182 to the entrance portion
150k can be smoothed. Although the numbér of the
projections can be selected properly, a plurality of
projections are desirable..- This is because the
rotational force can be transmitted with high
precision.

Since the configuration of the coupling other
than these and engagement, drive, and disengagement of
the coupling by the rotating operation of the rotary

are the same as that of those of Embodiment 10, the

description is omitted for simplicity..

In addition, the structure for inclining the
axis of the coupling to the pre-engagement angular

position may employ any of the embodiment Z-embodiment
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In addition, in this embodiment, the coupling
15150 is provided at the position remote from the axis
L1 in the direction perpendicular to the axis Ll
{Figuxe 76 (b)).

In this embodiment, the coupling is disposed
at such a position. For this reason, the latitude in
the design of the apparatus main assembly and the
cartridge can be improved. When the coupling is
disposed co~axially with the axis L1, the position of
the coupllng will approach the photosensitive drum.
For this reason, it is a constraint to the disposit;on
of the coupling, but in the present embodiment, the
constraint from the photosensitive drum is mitigable.

As has been described hereinbefore, in this
embodiment, the coupling 153150 has a circular flat
portion 15150y in the free end side. A recess 15150z
is provided in the center O of the flat portion 15150y
{({circular). The recess 15150z has a conical shape
which expands toward the free end side therecf. In
addition, projections (rotational force receiving
portions) 15150d are disposed at the edge of the
circular flat portion 15150y in the position
diametrica.ly opposed interposing the center O (two
positions). These projections project in the direction
of the rotation axis L2 of the coupling. In addition,

the pins (rotational force applying portions) 182
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project in the directions perpendicular to the axis L3.
(T) to provide the projections at the two places
opposed to each other, respectively. Any one of the
rotational force receiving surfaces (rotational force
receiving portions) 15150e engages with one of the pin
projections 182. And, the other one of the rotational

force receiving surfaces 15150e engages with the other

" one of the pin projections 182. By this, from the

drive shaft 180, the coupling 15150 receives the
rotational forbe and rotates.

Here, according to the embodiments described
above, in the structure of moving the cartridge B
(developing roller 110} in the direction substantially
perpendicular to the direction of the axis L3 of the
drive shaft 180 in response to in the movement to the
one direction of the rotary C (supporting member
14190), the coupling 150 (1350, 3150, 4150, 5150, 7150,
8150, 9150, 10150, 12150, 13150, 15150 and s¢ on) can
accomplish the coupling, the engagement, and the
disengaging operation relative to the drive shaft 180.
This 1s accomplished because this coupling can take
the next positions as described above : 1. The
rotational force transmitting angular position forx
transmitting the rotational force from the apparatus
main assembly A to the developing roller 110;, 2. this
pre—engagementlangular position inclined from this

rotational force transmitting angular position before
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this COupling engages with the rotational force
applying portion ; and 3. The disengaging angular
position inclined toward the opposite side from the
pre-~engagement angular position from the rotational
force transmitting angular position for the coupling
to disengage from drive shaft.

Here, the rotational force transmitting
angular position is the angular position of the
coupling for transmitting the rotational force for
rotating the develeping roller 110 to the developing
roller 110.

In addition, the pre-engagement angular
position is the angular position which is inclined
from the rotational force transmitting angular
position and which is taken before the drum coupling
member engages with the rotational force applying
portion. .

In addition, the disengaging angular position
is the angular position which is inclined toward the
opposite side from the pre-engagement angular positicn
from the rotatioral force transmitting angular
position and which permits the disengagement of the
coupling from the drive shaft 180.

Here, the meaning "perpendiculaxr
substantially"” will be described. Here, the
description will be made about "perpendicular

substantially”. Between the cartridge b and the
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apparatus main assembly A and in order to mount and
demount the cartridge B smoothly, small gaps are
provided. More specifically and the small gaps are
provided between the guide 140Rl and the guide 130R1
with respect to the longitudinal direction, between
the guide 140R2 and the guide 130R2 with respect to
the longitudinal direction, between the guide 140L1
and the guide 130L1 with respect to the longitudinal

direction between , and the guide 140L2 and the

guide 130L2 with respect to the longitudinal direction.

. Therefore, at the time of the mounting and demounting

of the cartridge B relative to the apparatus main
assembly A and the whole cartridge B can slightly
incline within the limits of the gaps. For this reason
and the perpendicularity is not meant strictly.
However, even in such a case, the present invention is
accomplished with the effects thereof. Therefore, the
term” perpendicular substantially" covers the case
where the cartridge slightly inclines.

Between the cartridge b and the cartridge
accommodating portion 130a, small gaps are provided in
order to mount and demount the cartridge B smoothly.
more specifically and the small gaps are provided
between the guide 140R1l or 140R2 and the guide 130R1
with respect to the longitudinal direction, between
the guide 140L1 or 14052  and the guide 130L1 with

respect to the longitudinal direction. Therefore, at
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the time of the mounting and demounting of the
cartridge b relative to the accommodating pértion 130A
and the whole cartridge B can slightly incline within
the limits of the gaps. in addition, in addition and a
slight positional deviation may occur petween the
rotary member C (movable member) and the driving shaft.
(180} for this reason, the perpendicularity is not
meant strictly. however, even in such a case, the
present invenition is accomplished with the effects
thereof. therefore, the term "perpendicular
substantially" covers the case where the cartridge
slightly inclines.

It has been described that the axis L2 is
slantable or inclinable in any direction relative to
the axis L1l. However, the axis L2 does not necessarily
need to be linearly slantable to the predetermined
angle in the f£full range of 360-dearee direction in the
coupling 150. For example, the opening 150g can be
selected to be slightly wider in the circumferential
direction. By doing so, the time of the axis L2
inclining relative to the axis Ll, even if it is the
case where it cannot incline to the predetermined
angle linearly, the coupling 150 can rotate to a
slight degree around the axis L2. Therefore, it can be
inclined to the predetermined angle. In other words,
the amount of the play in the rotational direction of

the opening 150g is selected properly if necessary.
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In this manner, the coupling 150 is revolvable
or swingable over the full-circumference substantially
relative to the axis Ll of the developing roller 110.°
More particularly, the coupling 150 is pivotable over
the full-circumZerence thereof substantially relative
to the drum shaft 153.

Furthermore, as will be understood from the
foregoing explanation, the coupling 150 is capable of
whirling in and substantially over the circumferential
direction of the drum shaft 153. Here, the whirling
motion is not a motion with which the coupling itself
rotates about the axis L2, but the inclined axis L2
rotates about the axis L1 of the developing roller
although the whirling here does not preclude the
rotation of the coupling per se about the axis L2 of
the coupling 150.

In addition, as has been described
hereinbefore, each coupling has the function of
transmitting the rotational force to the developing
roller 110.

And, each coupling, it has the rotational
force reception surface (rotational force receiving
portion) 150e (8150e, 9150e, 9250e, 9350e, 9450,
15150e) for receiving the rotational force from the
drive shaft 180 {1180, 1280, 9180) by engaging with
the pin (rotational force applying portion) 182 (1182,

9182} . In addition, it has the rotational force
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transmitting surface (rotational force transmitting
portion) 150h (1550h, 1450h, 8150h, 9150h, 12150h,
12151h, and so on) which transmits the rotational
force received through the =»otational force receiving
portion 150e to the developing roller 110. The
rotational force received by the rotational force
transmitting surface 150h is transmitted to the ,
developing roller 110 through the pin (rotational
force receiving portion) 155 (1155, 1355, 12155}).

And, this coupling moves from this pre-
engagement angular position to this rotational force
transmitting angular position in response to the
movement of cartridge B at the time of the rotary C
(supporting member 141190) (movable member) rotating
in one direction (movement)}. By this, this coupling is
opposed tec this drive shaft. When the rotary C further
rotates in said one direction from the position where
the coupling opposes to the drive shaft (movement),
the coupling moves from the rotational force
transmitting angular position to the disengaging
angular position in response to the cartridge B moving.
By this, the coupling disengages from the drive shaft.

The coupling has the recess 150z (1450z, 1550z,
4150z, 51520, 15150z, 15150z, and so on) on the
rotation axis L2. And, the cartridge B moves in the
direction substantially perpendicular fo the axis Ll

of the develecping roller 110 by the rotation of the




10

15

20

25

176

rotary C in said one direction. 1In response to this,
each coupling moves from the pre-engagement angular
position to the rotational Zforce transmitting angular
position, so that a part of coupling (downstream free
end position 150A1, 1850Aa1, 4150Al1, 5150A1, 8150A1,
12150A1 and so on) which is the downstream portion

with respect to the rotational direction of the rotary
C is permitted to circumvent the drive shaft. By this,
the recess covers the free end of the drive shaft. And,
the rotational force receiving portion engzges, in the
rotational direction of the coupling, with the
rotational force applying portion which projects in

the direction perpendicular to the axis of the drive
shaft in the freé end side of the drive shaft. By this,
from the drive shaft, the coupling receives the
rotational force and rotates. And, the rotary C
further moves to said one direction. By this, the
cartridge B rmoves in the direction substantially
perpendicular to the axis Ll. It responds to this, the
coupling is moved to the disengaging angular position,
in the rotational direction, from the rotational force
transmitting angular position, so that a part of
upstream drive shafts of this coupling member

(upstream free end position 150A2, 1750A2, 4150a2,
515042, 12150A2 and so on} is permitted circumventing
the drive shaft. By this, the coupling disengages from

the drive shaft.
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The rotational force receiving portions (150e,
15150e, and so on) are disposed, respectively on a
phantom circle Cl which has a centexr O on the rotation
axis L1 of this each coupling, at the positions
diametrically opposed interposing the center 0. The
forces received by the couplings by this disposition
are force couples. For this reason, the couplings can
continue rotary motion only with the force couple. In
view of this, each coupling can rotate without |
determining the position of the rotation axis.

The reference numerals in the drawing which do
not appear in the specification are the corresponding
members in the case that the alphabets thereof are the
same.

The other embodiments:

In this embodiment, although the rotary
rotates in the clockwise direction on the drawing
(Figure 17, for example), it may rotate in the
opposite direction.

In addition, the imege forming position
{developing position) may be another position.

In addition, the rotary of the present
embodiment carries the four color developing
cartridges. Howewer, the developing cartridge for the
black may be fixed and the cartridges for the other
three colors may be carried on the rotary.

In addition, in this embodiment, the
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developing roller is a contact development type and
uses an elastic roller, but 1t may be a metal sleeve
which contains a magnet roller employed by the jumping
development.

The developing cartridge and the developing
device are provided with the developing roller (or
developing means including the developing roller) at
least. For this reason, for example, the developing
cartridge (developing device) is the developing roller.
Or, it may be a cartridge which includes integrally
the developing means including the developing roller
and the cleaning means and which is detachably
mountable to the apparatus main assembly, 1n addition
to the type in the embodimenlt described above further,
it may be a cartridge which includes integrally the
developing roller (or developing means including the
developing roller) and the charging means and which is
detachably mountable to the apparatus main assembly.

Further, in addition, in this embodiment,
although a laser beam printer is taken as an image
forming device, the present invention is not limited
to this example. For example, the present invention
can be used to the other image forming apparatuses,
such as an electrophotographic copying machine, a
facsimile device, or a word processor. according to
the embodimen%s described above the engagement and

disengagement of the coupling are possible in the
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direction substantially perpendicular to the axis of
the drive shaft provided in the main assembly of the
electrophotographic image forming apparatus relative
to the drive shaft by the movement in one direction of
the movable member {(the rotary, for example, the
cartridge supporting member, cash drawer).

As has been described hereinbefore, the axis
of the coupling can take the different angular
positions in the present invention. More particularly,
the azis of the coupling can take the pre-engagement

angular position, the rotational force transmitting

angular position, and the disengaging angular position.

The coupling can be engaged with the drive shaft in
the direction substantially perpendicular to the axis
of the providing-in the main assembly drive shaft by
this structure. In addition, the coupling can be
disengaged from the drive shaft in the direction
substantially perpendicular to the axis of the drive
shaft. The present invention can be applied to a
developing device, a drum ccupling member, and an

electrophotographic image forming device.

{INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY]

According to the present invention, it is
possible to provide a developing apparatus capable of
engaging a coupling member provided té the developing

apparatus (developing cartridge) with a driving shaft
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by moving the developing apparatus (developing
cartridge) in a direction substantially perpendiculax
to an axial direction of the driving shaft even in the
case where a main assembly is not provided with a
mechanism for moving a main assembly-side coupling
member in the axial direction by a solenoid. According
to the present invention, it is also possible to
provide an electrophotographic image forming apparatus
using the developing apparatus and the coupling membex
used in the developing apparatus.

While the invention has been described with
reference to the structures disclosed herein, it is
not confined to the details set forth and this
application is intended to cover such moditfications or
changes as may come within the purpose of the

improvements or the scope of the following claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A developing cariridge comprising;

a €asing;

a developer roller having a longitudinal axis L1, the devel-
oper roller being rotatably supported in the casing to
permit rotation about the axis L1; and

a conpling member having a longitudinal axis L2 and hay-
ing (i) 2 rotational force transmitting portion for trans-
mitting a rotational force to the developer roller, (ii) a
rotational force receiving portion, and (iii) 2 connecting
portion that connects thie rotational [orce receiving por-
tion to the rotational force transmitting portion,

wherein the coupling member is movable between (i) a first
position in which the axis 1.2 of the coupling member is
substantially paraliel to and offset from the axis L1 of the
developerroller so that the axis L2 does not pass through
{he developer roller, (ii) a second position in which the
axis L2 is inclined with respect 10 the position of the axis
L2 whenthe conpling memberis in the first position, (iii)
and a third position in which the axis L2 is inclined with
respect to the position of the axis L2 when the coupling,
member is in the first position and in a direction opposite
to the direction the coupling member is inclined when in
the second position.

2. A developing cartridge according to claim 1, further
comprising an urging member that biases the coupling mem-
ber to the second position.

3. A developing cartridge according to claim 2, wherein the
urging member is a torsion spring that contacts the connecting
portion of the coupling member.

4. A developing cartridge according to claim 1, wherein,
when the coupling member is in the sccond position or the
third position, the axis L2 of the coupling member is inclined
from about 20 degrees to about 60 degrees with respect to the
position of the axis L2 when the coupling member is in the
first position.

5. A developing cartridge according to claim 1, wherein an
angle at which the axis L2 is inclined when the coupling
member is in the second position is different than the angle at
which the axis 1.2 is inclined when the coupling member is in
the third position.
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6. A developing carfridge according claim 1, wherein the
rotational force receiving portion comprises a surface that is
substantially perpendicular to the axis 1.2, and exactly two
projections exlending from the surface at dismetrically
opposed positions.

7. A developing cartridge according to claim 6, whersin
each projection has a tip defined by at least one slanted sur-
face.

8. A developing cartridge according to claim 6, wherein the
surface includes an opening to a recess, with the recess
including a surface facing away from the rotational force
transmitting portion.

9. A developing cartridge according 1o claim 6, further
comprising:

a first gear; and

a second gear in meshing engagement with the first gear,

wherein the first gear is connected to the developer roller
and the second gear is connected to the coupling mem-
ber.

10, A developing cartndge according to claim 9, wherein
the second gear is connected to the coupling member such
that the coupling member can partially rotate about the axis
L2 without transmitting a force to the second gear.

11, A developing cartridge according to claim 1, wherein
the coupling member can be inclined in substantlally any
direction relative to the first position.

12. A developing cartridge according to claim 1, wherein
the coupling member is made fromn a resin material.

13. A developing cariridge according to claim 1, wherein
the coupling member is made from a metallic material.

14. An image forming apparatos cartridge, comprising:

a casing;

a rotatable structure having a longitudinal axis L1, the
rotatable stracture being rotatably supported in, the cas-
ing to permif rotation about the axis L.1; and

a coupling member having a longitudinal axis L2 and hav-
ing (1) a rotational force for transmitting a rotational
force to the rotatable structure, (i) a rotational force
receiving portion, and (iii) a conneeting portion that
conuects the rotational force receiving portion to the
rotalional force transmitting portion,
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wherein the coupling member is movable between (i) a ficst
position in which the axis 1.2 of the coupling member is
substantially parallel to and offset from the axis L1 of the
rotatable structure so that the axis L2 does not pass
through the rotatable struciure when the coupling mem-
ber in the first position, (i) a second position in which
the axis L2 is inclined with respect to the position of the
axis .2 when the conpling member is in the first posi-
tion, (iii) and a third position in which the axis L2 is
inclined with respeet to the position of the axis I.2 when
the coupling member is in the first position and in a
direction opposite to the direction the coupling member
is inclined when in the second position.
15. The cartridgeaccording to claim 14, further comprising
a developer chamber, and wherein the rotatable structure is a
developer roller.

16. A developing cartridge comprising:

a casing,

a developer roller having a longitudinal axis L1, the devel-
oper rofler heing rofatably supported in the casing to
permit rotation about the axis L1; and

a coupliog member having (1) a rotational force transmit-
ting portion for transmitting a rotational force to the
developer roller, (ii) a rotational force receiving portion,
and (iii) a connecting portion that connects the rotational
force receiving portien 1o the rotational force transmit-
ting portion,

wherein the rotational force receiving portion comprises ()
a surface substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal
axis L2 of the coupling member, (ii) an opening in the
surface 1o a recess, and (iil) two projections extending
from the surface in a direction substantially parallel 10
the axis L2, with the projections cxtending from
opposed positions on the surface, and

wherein the recess inchudes 2 surface that is slanted with
respect to the axis L2,

17. A developing cartridge according to claim 16, further

comprising:

a first pear; and

a second gear in meshing engagement with the first gear,

wherein the first gear is connected to the developing roller
and the second gear is cunnected 10 the coupling mem-
ber.

18. A developing cartridge according to claim 17, wherein
the second gear is connected to the coupling member such
that the coupling member can partiaily rotate about the axis
1.2 without transmitting a force 10 the second gear.




184

19. A developing cartridge according to claim 16, further
comprising an urging member contacting the connecting por-
tion of the coupling mwember.

20. A devcloping cartridge according to claim 19, wherein
the urging member is a torsion spring,

21. A developing cartridge according to claim 16, wherein
the recess has a conical shape,

22. A developing cartridge according to claim 16, wherein
the coupling member is made from a resin material.

23. A develaping cartridge according to claim 16, wherein
the coupling member is made from a metallic material.

24. A developing cartridge according to claim 16, wherein
each projection has a tip defined by at least one slanted sur-
face.

25. A developing cartridge comprising:

acasing;

a developer roller having a longitudinal axis L1, the devel-
oper roller being rotatably supported in the casing to
permit rotation about the axis L1;

a coupling member having (i) a rotational force trapsmjt-
ting, portion for transmitting a rotational force to the
developer roller, (ii) a rotational force receiving portion,
and (1ii) a connecting portion that connects the rotational
force receiving portion to the ratational force transmit-
ting portion; and

an urging member that cantacts the coupling member,

wherein the coupling member is movahle between a first
positicn, and a second position in which the axis L2 is
inclined with respect to the position of the axis 1.2 when
the coupling member is in the first position, and

wherein the urging member biases the coupling member to
the second position.

26. A developing cartridge according to claim 25, whercin

the urging member is a torsion spring.

27. A developing cartridge according to claim 25, the force
receiving portion comprises at least one pair of projections

extending substantially in the same direction as the axis L2
away from the connecting portion.

28. A developing cartridge zccording to claim 25, the force
receiving portion comprises arecess having a surface facing
away from the rotational force transmitting portion.
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29, A developing cartridge according to claim 25, further
comprising:

a first gear; and

a second gear in meshing engagement with the first gear,

wherein the first gear is connecied to the <eveloper roller
and the second gear is connected to the coupling mem-

- ber.

30. A developing cartridge according to claim 29, wherein
the second gear is connected to the coupling member such
that the coupling member can partially rotate about the axis
L2 without transmitting a force to the second gear.

31. A developing cartridge according to claim 25, wherein
the coupling member is made from a resin material.

32. A developing cartridge according 1o claim 25, wherein
the coupling member is made from a metallic material,

33. A developing cartridge comprising:

a casing;

a developer roller having a longitudinal axis L1, the devel-
oper roller being rotatably supported in the casing to
permit rotation about the axis LI;

a coupling member having a fongitudinal axis L2 and hav-
ing (i) a rotational force transmitting portion for trans-
mitting a rotational force to the developer roller, (i) a
rotational force receiving portion, and (iii) 2 connceting
portion that connects the rotational force receiving por-
tion to the rotational force transmitting portion; and

aforce trapsmitting structure, having an axis .3, connected
to the developer roller and to the coupling member,

wherein the coupling member can be inclined in any direc-
tion relative to the axis L3, and the coupling member can
partially rotate about the axis L2 wilhout transmitting a
lorce to the force trausmitting structure.

34. A developing cariridge according to claim 33, wherein

the force transmitting structure is a gear.

35, A developing cartridge according to claim 33, wherein
the force transmitting structhire is a member assaciated with
an end of the developer roller.

36. A developing cartridge according to claim 33, wherein
the force transmilting structure is a shaft of the developer
roller.

37. A developing cartridge accarding to claim 33, wherein
the coupling member is made from a resin material.

38. A developing cartridge according o claim 33, wherein
the coupling member is made from a metallic material.
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39. A developing cartridge comprising:

a casing;

a developer roller having a longitudinal axis L1 and a shaft
with an end extending from the developer roller, the
developer roller being rotatably supported in the casing
to permit rotation about the axis L1; and

a coupling member having (i} a rotational force transmit-
ting portion for transmilting a rotational force to the
develaper roller via the shaft, (ii) a rotational force
receiving portion, and (i) a connecting portion that
conpects the rofational force receiving portion to the
rotational force transmitting portion;

wherein the coupling member is movable between (i) a first
position, (31) a second position in which the axis L2 is
inclined from the position of the axis L2 when the cou-
pling member is in the first position, (3ii) and a third
position in which the coupling member is inclined from
position of the axis [.2 when the coupling member is in

the first position and in a direction opposite to the direc-
tion the coupling member is inclined in the second posi-
tion,

wherein the coupling member is Bnearly movable in the

direction of axis L2,
wherein the force receiving portion comprises one pair of
projections extending substantially in the same direction
as the axis L2 away from the connecting portion, each
projection having the same Iength L and having a tip,

wherein, when the coupling member moves from the first
position to either the second position or the third posi-
tion, the tip of one projection moves at least about the
distance L in the direction of axis L2 through the com-
bination of linear movement and inclining of the cou-
pling member, and

wherein, when the coupling member is in the second posi-

tion or third position, at least one of the projections is
farther from (he developer roller than the end of the shaft
is from the developer roller,

40. A developing cartridge according to claim 39, wherein
the developing cartridge further comprises a spring biasing
the coupling member away from the casing along the axis L2.

41. A developing cartridge according to claim 39, wherein
the force receiving portion of the coupling member has a
recess, the recess being coaxial with the axis L2.
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42. A developing ca;tridge according to claim 39, wherein
each projection has a tip defined by at least one slanted sur-
face,

43, A developing cartridge according to claim 39, wherein .

the coupling member is made from a resin material.

44, A developing cartridge according to claim 39, wherein

the coupling member is made from a metallic material.

45. A developing cartridge comprising:

a casing,

a developer roller having a longitudinal axis .1, the devel-
oper roller being rotatably snpported in the casing to
permil rotation about the axis L1; and

a coupling member having (i) a rotational force transmit-

ting portion associated with the developer roller so as to -

{ransmit a rotational force to the developer roller, (ii) a
rotational force receiving portion, and (iii) a connecting
portion that connects the rotational force receiving por-
tion to the rotational force transmitting portion,

wherein the coupling member is movable between a first
position, and a second position in which the axis 1.2 is
inclined from the axis L2 when the coupling meraber is
in the first posilion,

wherein the rotational force receiving portion comprises

two projections extending away from the connecting :

portion in a direction substantially parallel to the longi-
tudinal axis [.2, each projection having a tip defined by
at least one surface slanted with respect to the longitu-
diral axis [.2 and being a part of the projection {arthest

from the developer roller when the coupling member is -

in the first position, and

wherein, when the coupling member is in the first position,
the tip of cach projection is the same distance from the
casing.

46. A developing cartridge according to claim 45, wherein
the rotational force receiving portion compriscs a surface
substantially perpeadicular to a longitudinal axis [.2 of the
coupling member, and wherein the projections extend from
apposed positions on the surface.

47. An image forming apparatus comprising:

a developing cartridge including

a casing;
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a developer roller having a longitudinal axis 1.1, the devel-
oper roller being rotatably supported in the casing to
permit rotation about the axis L1; and

a coupling member having a longitudinal axis .2 and hav-
ing (i) a rotational force transmitting portion for trans-
mitting a rotational force to the developer roller, (i) a
rotational force receiving portion, and (jir) 4 connecting
portion that connccts the rotational force receiving por-
tion to the rotational force transmitting portion,

wherein the coupling member is movable between (i) a first
position in which the axis L2 of the coupling member is
substantially parallel to and offset from the axis L1 of the
developer roller so that the axis L2 does not pass through
developer roller, {ii) a second position in which the axis
L2 is inclined with respect to the position of the axis L2
when the coupling member is in the first position, (iii)
and a third position in which the axis L2 is inclined with
respect to the position of the axis L2 when the coupling
member is in the first position and in a direction opposite
to the direction the coupling member is inclined when in
the second position;

a driving motor; and

a driving shaft engageable with the rotational force receiv-
ing portion of the coupling member of the developing
variridge.

48. A developing cartridge according to claim 16, wherein

the recess has a rotationaily symmetric shape.

49, A developing cartridge according ta claim 16, wherein
the recess has a semi-spherical shape.

50. A developing cartridge according to claim 16, wherein
the recess is coaxial with the axis L2.

51. A developing cartridge according to claim 16, wherein
the slanted surface of the recess forms an angle of about 60°
with respect to the axis L2.

52, A developing cartridge according to claim 16, wherein
the maximum outer diameter of the force receiving portion is
about 15 mm.

53. A developing cartridge according to claim 16, wherein
the force receiving portion has at least one pair of projections
extending substantially in the same direction as axis L2 away
from the connecting poition, and wherein the diameter of an
imaginary circle tangent to the inner surface of each of the
projections is about 10 mm.
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5d4. A developing cartridge according to claim 16, wherein
the coupling member is formed from at least one of a resin
materal, a fiber-reinforced resin material, and a metallic
malenal,

55. A developing cartridge according to 16, wherein the
diameter of an imaginary circle that is tangent to the inner
surface of each or the projections is greater than a maximum
dimension of the connecting portion in a direction perpen-
dicular to the axis L2.

56. A developing cartridge according to claim 28, wherein
the recess has a rotationally symmetric shape.

57. A developing cartridge according to claim 28, wherein
the recess has one of a semi-sphenical shape and a conical
shape.

58. A developing cartridge according to claim 39, wherein
the tips of the projections are defined by at least one slanted
surface.

59. A developing cartridge according to claim 58, wherein
the tips of the projections are defined by at least two slanted
surfaces,

60. A developing cartridge according to claim 39, whercin
the tip of each projection is defined by the at least one slanted
surface and a surface perpendicular o the axis 1.2 when the
conpling member is in the first position.

61. A developing cartridge according to claim 39, wherein
a maximum angie of'inclination ofthe axis L2 with respect to
the axis L1 is lcss than 35 degrees.

62. A developing cartridge according to 39, whercin the
diameter of an imaginary circle that is tangent to the inner
surface of each or the projections is greater than a maximum
dimension of the connecting portion in & direction perpen-
dicular to the axis I.2.

63. A developing cartridge according to claim 41, whergin
the recess has one of a semi-spherical shape and a conical
shape.

04. A developing cartridge according to claim 41, wherein
the recess has a rotationally symmetric shape.
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65. A developing cartridge comprising:

a casing;

a developer roller having a longitudinal axis L1, the devel-
oper roller being rotatably supported in the casing to
permit rotation about the axis L1; and

a coupling member having (i) a rotational force transmit-
ling portion for transmitting a rotational force to the
developer roller, (ii) a rotational force receiving portion,
and (iii) a connecting portion that connects the rotational
force receiving poriion 1o the rotational force transmit-
ting portion,

wherein therotational force receiving portion comprises (i)

a surface substantially perpeadicular to a longitudinal
axis L2 of the coupling member, (ii) an opening in the
surface fo a recess, and (iif) wo projections extending
substantiafly parallel to the longitudinal axis .2 away -
from the surface, with the projections extending from
opposed positions on the sutface,

wherein therecess includes a surface that expands insize as
the distance from the developer roller increases. ,

66. A developing cartridge according to claim 65, further

comprising:

a first gear;

a second gear in meshing engagement with the first gear,

wherein the first gear is connected to the developer roller

and the second gear is connecied to the coupling mem-
ber.

67. A developing cartridge according to claim 65, wherein
the second gear is connected to the coupling member such
that the coupling member can partially rotate about the axis
L2 relative 1o the second gear.

68, A developing cartridge according to claim 65, further
comprising an urging member conlacting the connecting por-
tion of the coupling member.

69. A developing cartridge according 1o claim 68, wherein
the urging memiber is a torsion spring.

706. A developing cartridge according to claim 65, wherein
the recess has one of a semi-spherical shape and a conical
shape.
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71. A developing cartridge according to claim 65, wherein
the coupling member is formed from at least one of & resin
material, a fiber-reinforced resin malterial and a metallic
material,

72. A developing cartridge according to claim 65, wherein
gach prajection has a tip defined by at least one slanted sur-
face.

73. A developing cartridge according to claim 63, wherein,
if the distance ajong the axis L2 between a portion of the
recess closest to the developer roller and a plane that touches
the tips of the projections is defined as distance D, when the
<oupling snember moves from the first position to the second
position or the third position the tip of one projection moves
at least about the distance 1D closer to the developer roller
along the axis L2, than when the coupling member is in the
first position.

74. A developing cartridge according 1o claim 65, wherein
the coupling member is linearly movable toward the devel-
oper roller in the direction of the axis L1, and wherein when
the coupling member moves from the first position to the
second position, the tip of the one projection moves the dis-
tance D through a combination of linear movement and
inclining of the coupling member,

75. A developing cartridge according to claim 74, wherein
the process cartridge further comprises a spring for biasing
the coupling member away from the developer roller along
the axis L1.

76. A developing cartridge according 1o claim 65, wherein
the rotational force transiitting portion, the rotational force
receiving portion, and the connecting portion are integrally
formed.

77. A developing cartridge according to ¢laim 65, wherein
the rotational force transmitting portion, the ratational force
receiving portion, and the connecting portion are separate
parts connected together.

78. A developing cartridge according to claim 65, wherein
the reccess has a rotationally symmetric shape.

79, A developing cartridge according to claim 65, wherein
the recess is coaxial with the axis L2,

80. A developing cartridge according to claim 65, whercin
the expanding surface of the recess forms an angle of about
60" with respect to the axis L2.

81. A developing cartridge according lo claim 65, whercin
a maximum outer diameter of the force receiving portion is
about 15 mm.
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82, A developing cartridge according to clain 65, wherein
the diameter of an imaginary ciccle tangent to the inner sur-
face of each of the projections is about 10 mm.

83. A developing cartridge according to 65, wherein the
diameter of an imaginary circle that is tangent to the inner
surface of each or the projections is greater than a maximum
dimension of the connecting portion in a direction perpen-
dicular to the axis L2,

84. A developing cartridge comprising:

a casing,

a developer roller having a longitudinal axis 1.1, the devel-
oper roiler being rotatably supported in the casing to
permit rotation about the axis L1; and

a coupling member having (i) a rotational force ransmit-
ting portion associated with the developerroller 5o as to
transmit & rotationa] force to the developer roller, (ii) a
rotational force receiving portion, and (iii) a connecting
portion that conneets the rotational force receiving por-
tion 1o the rotational force transmitting portion,

wherein the coupling member is movable between a first
position, and a second position in which the axis L2 is
inclined from the axis I.2 when the coupling member is
in the first position,

wherein the rotational force receiving portion comprises
two projections extending away from the connecting
portion it a direction substantially parallel fo the longi-
tudinal axis L2, each projection having a tip that is
parrower than a portion of the projection closer to the
developer roller when the coupling member is in (he first
position; and

wherein, when the coupling member is in the first pasition,
the tip of each projection is the sume distance from the
Casing.

85. A developing cartridge according to claim 84, wherein
the rotational force receiving portion comprises a surface
substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal axis L2 of the
coupling member, and

wherein the projections extend from opposed positions on

the surface.

86. A developing cartridge comprising:

a casing:

a developer roller having an axis L1, the developer roller

being rotatably supported in the casing to permitrotation
about the axis L1; and
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a coupling member having an axis L2, the coupling mem-
ber having (i) a first end portion operatively connected
with the developer roller, (ii) a second end portion, and
(iil} a connecting portion connecting the first end portion
and the second end portion,

wherein the coupling member is movable between a first
position in which the axis L.2 of the coupling member is
substantially paralle] to and offset from the axis L1 ofthe
developer roller, and a second position in which the axis
L2 of'the coupling member is inclined with respect to the
axis [.2 when the coupling member is in the first posi-
tion, and

wherein a maximum angle of inclination of the axis L2
with respect to the axis L1 is about 20 degrees to about
60 degrees.

87. A developing cartridge according to claim 86, wherein
said first end portion is capable of ransmitting a rotational
force to the developer roller.

88. A developing cartridge according to claim 86, wherein,
when the coupling member isin the second position, a portion
of the axis L2 at the second end portion side of the coupling
member is nearer to the axis L1 than a portion of the axis L2
at the first end portion side of the coupling member.

89. A developing cartridge according to claim 88, wherein
the coupling member is movable to a third position in which
the axis L2 is inclined with respect to the position of the axis
1.2 when the coupliug member is in the first position and in a
direction opposite ta the direction in which the coupling
member is inclined when in the second position.

90. A developing cartridge according to claim 89, wherein,
wien the conpling member is in the third position, 2 portion
of the axis L2 at the first end portion side of the coupling
member is nearer to the axis L1 than a portion of the axis L2
at the second end portion side of the coupling member.

91. A developing cartridge according to claim 90, wherein
the casing comprises a guide portion capable of guiding the
coupling member toward the second position,

92. A developing cartridge according to claim 91, further
comprising a contact portion capable of contacting the cou-
pling member fo position the coupling member at the second
position.

93. A developing cartridge according to claim 92, wherein
the casing provides the contact poriion.



194

94. A developing cartridge accordmg to claim 90, wherein
when the coupling member is in the third position, 1113 axis L2
of the coupling member js inclined from abont 20 degrees to
abont 60 degrees with respect to the position of the axis L2
when the coupling member is in the first position.

95_ A developing cartridge according claim 90, wherein the
second end portion comprises a surface that is substantially
perpendicular to the axis 1.2, and two pm‘]ecnons extending
from the surface at daamemcally opposed positions.

96. A developing cartridge according to claim 95, wherein
the surface includes an opening to a recess, with the recess
tncluding a surface facing away from the first end portion.

97. A developing cartridge according fo claim 86, wherein
the projection includes a surface at least a portion of which
overhangs a portion of the second end portion.

98. A developing cariridge according to claim 90, further
comprising:

a first gear conpected to the developer roller; and

a second gear connected to the coupling member and in

meshing engagement with the first gear,

99, A developing cartridge according fo claim 88, wherein
the second pear is connected to the coupling member such
that the coupling member can partially rotate about the axis
1.2 without tmnsnnmng a force to the second gear.

100. A developing cartridge according to claim 99, wherein
the second gear has a hollow portion, and at least part of the
first end portion of the coupling member is in the hollow
portion of the second gear.

101, A developing cartridge according to claim 100,
wherein at least the part of the first end portion of the coupling
member is supported by the hollow portion.

102. A developing cartridge according to clamm 101,
wherein the first end portion of the coupling member com-
prises substantially a spherical shape.

103. A developing cartridge according fo claim 102,
wherein the connecting portion includes substantially a shaft
along the axis [.2.

104, A developing cartridge according to claim 20, Turther
comprising an urging meniber that biases the coupling mem-
ber to the second position.

105. A developing cartridge according to claim 104,
wherein the urging member is & torsion spring that contacts
the connecting portion of the coupling member.

106. A developing carteidge according to claim 90, wherein
the coupling member can be inclined in substantially any
direction relative to the first position.
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107. A developing cartridge according to claim 90, wherein
the coupling member is made from a resin material,

108. A developing cartridge according to claim 940, wherein
the resin material is polyacetal.

102. A developing cariridge according to claim 90, wherein
the coupling member is made from a metallic material.

110. A developing cartridge according to claim 6, wherein
the surface has a recess which opens in 2 direction away from
the rotational force transmitting pottion.

111. A developing cartridge according to claim 25, wherein
the force receiving portion comprises a recess facing away
from the rotational force transmitting portion.

112. A developing cartridge according to claim 95, wherein
the surface has a recess which opens in a direction away from
the first end portion,

113, A developing cartridge according to claim 95, whercin
each projection includes a surface at least a portion of which
overhangs the surface of the second end portion.

114. A developing cartridge comprising:

a developer roller having an axis L1, the developer roller

being rotatable about the axis 1.1; and

a coupling member having an axis L2, the coupling mem-

ber having (1) a first end portion operatively connectexd
with the developer roller, (ii) a second end portion, and
(iii) a connecting portion connecting the firstend portion
and the second end portion,

wherein the coupling member is movable between a first

position in which the axis L2 of the coupling member is
substantially paraliel o and offset from the axis L1 of the
developer roller, and a second position in which the axis
L2 ofthe coupling memberis inclined with respect to the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first posi-
tion, and
wherein when the coupling member js in the second posi-
tion, the axis .2 of the coupling member is inclined from
about 20 degrees to about 60 degrees with respect (o the
position of the axis L2 when the coupling memberisin
the first position.
115. A developing cartridge according to claim 114,
wherein said first end portion is capable of transmitting a
rotational force to the developer roller.
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116. A developing cartidge according to claim 115,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the second position,
a portion of the axis L2 at the second end portion side of the
coupling member is nearer to the axis L1 than a portion of the
axis L2 at the first end portion side of the coupling member.

117. A developing cartridge according to claim 118,
wherein the coupling member is movable to a third positionin
whichthe axis L2 is inclined with respect to the position of the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position and
in a direction opposite to the direction in which the coupling
member is inclined when in the second position.

118. A developing cartridge according to claim 117,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the third position, a
portion of the axis L2 at the first end portion side of the
coupling member is nearer to the axis L1 than a portion of the
axis L2 at the second end portion side of the coupling mem-
ber.

119, A developing canridgeaccording to claim 118, further
comprising a casing in which the developer roller is rotatably
supported.,

120, A developing cartridge according to ¢laim 119,
wherein the casing comprises a bearing member rotatably
supporting the developer roller

121. A developing cartridge according to claim 120,
wherein the casing comprising a contact portion capable of
contacting the coupling member to position the coupling
member at the second position.

122. A developing cariridge according 1o claim 121,
wherein the casing comprises a guide portion capable of
guiding the coupling member toward the second position.

123. A developing cariridge according to claim 118,
wherein when the coupling member is in the third position,
the axis L2 of the coupling member is inclined from about 20
degrees 1o about 60 degrees with respect to the position of the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position.

124. A developing cartridge according claim 118, wherein
the second end portion comprises a surface that is substan-
tially perpendicular to the axis L2, and two projections
extending from the surface at diametrically opposed posi-
tions,
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125, A developing cartridge according to claim 124,
wherein the surface includes an opening to a recess, with the
recess including a surface facing away from the first end

portion.

126. A developing cartridge according to claim 124,
wherein each projection includes a surface at least a portion of
which overhangs a portion of the second end portion.

127, Adeveloping cartridge according to claim 118, further
comprising:

a first gear connected to the developer roller; and

a second gear connected to the coupling member and in

meshing engagement with the first gear.

128. A developing cariridge according to claim 127,
wherein the second gear is connected to the coupling member
such that the coupling mermber can partially rotate about the
axis 1.2 without transmitting a force to the second gear.

129. A developing cartridge according to claim 128,
wherein the second gear has ahollow partion, and at least part
ofthe first end portion ofthe coupling member is in the hollow
partion of the second pear.

130. A devcloping cartridge according to claim 129,
wherein al least the part of the first end partion of the coupling
member is supported by the hollow portion.

131. A developing cartridge according to claim 130,
wherein the first end portion of the coupling member com-
prises substantially a sphencal shape.

132, A developing cartridge according 1o claim 131,
wherein the connecting portion includes substantially a shafi
along the axis L2,

133. A developing cartridge according to claim 118, further
comprising an urging member that biases the coupling mem-
ber to the second position.

134. A developing cartridge according to claim 133,
wherein the urging member is a torsion spring that contacts
the connecting portion of the coupling member.

135. A developing cartridge according to claim 118,
wherein the coupling member can be inclined in substantially
any direction relative to the first position.

136. A developing cartridge according to claim 118,
wherein the coupling member is made from a resin material.

137. A developing cartridge according to claim 136,
wherein the resin material is polyacetal.

138. A devcloping cartddge according to claim 118,
wherein the coupling member is made from a metallic mate-
rial.
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139. A developing cartridge according to claim 125,
wherein the swface has a recess which opens in a direction
away from the first end portion.

140. A developing cartridge according to claim 124,
wherein each projection includes a surfaceat leasta portion of
which overhangs the surface of the second end portion.

141. A developing cartridge comprising:

a developer roller having an axis L1, the developer roller

being rotatable about the axis L1; and

a coupling member having an axis L2, the coupling mem-

ber having (1) a first end portion operatively connected
with the developer roller, (ii) a second end portion, and
(iii) a connecting portion conuecting the first end portion
and the second end portion,

wherein the coupling member is movable between a first

position in which the axis L2 of the coupling member is
substantially parailel to and offsct from the axis L1 of the
developer roller, and a second position in which the axis
L2 of'the coupling member is inclined with respect to the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first posi-
tion, and

wherein when the coupling member s in the second posi-

tion, the axis L2 of the coupling member is inclined at
least about 20 degrees with respect to the position of the
axis 1.2 when the coupling member is in the first posi-
tion.

142, A developing canridge according to claim 141,
wherein said first end portion is capable of transmilting a
rotational force to the developer roller.

143. A developing cartridge according to claim 142,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the second position,
a portion of the axis L2 at ke second end portion side of the
coupling menrber is nearer to the axis L.1 than a portion ofthe
axis L2 at the first end portion side of the coupling member.

144. A developing cartridge according to claim 143,
wherein the coupling member is movable to a third position in
which the axis £.2 is inclined with respect o the position of the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the fitst position and

in a direction opposite o the direction in which the coupling
member is inclined when in the second position.

145. A developing cartridge according 1o claim 144,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the third position, a
portion of the axis L.2 at the first end portion side of the
coupling member is nearer 1o the axis L1 than a portion of the
axis 1.2 at the second end portion side of the coupling mem-
ber.
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146. A developing cartridgeaccording toclaim 145, further
comprising a casing in which the developer roller is rotatably
supported,

147. A developing cartridpe according o claim 146,
wherein the casing comprises a bearing member rotatably
supporting the developer roller.

148. A developing carttidge according to claim 147,
wherein the casing comprising a contact portion capable of
contacting the coupling member {o position the coupling
member at the second position.

149. A developing cartridge according to claim 148,
wherein the casing comprises a guide portion capable of
Luiding the conpling member toward the second position.

150. A developing cartridge according to claim 145,
wherein when the coupling member is in the third position,
the axis L2 of the coupling member is inclined at least about
20 degrees with respect to the position of the axis L2 when the
coupling member is in the first position.

151. A developing cartridge according claim 145, wherein
the second end portion comprises a surface that is substan-
tially perpendicular to the axis L2, and two projections
extending from the surface at diametrically opposed posi-
tions.

152. A developing cartridge according to claim 151,
wherein the surface includes an opening to a recess, with the
recess including a surface facing away from the first end
portion.

153. A developing cartridge according to claim 151,
wherein each projection includes a surface at least a portionof
which overhangs a portion of the second end portion.

154. A developing cartridgeaccording to claim 145, further
omprising:

a first gear connected to the developer roller; and

a second gear connected fo the coupling member and in

meshing engagement with the first gear.

1585. A developing cartridge according to claim 154,
wherein the second gearis connected to the coupling member
such that the coupling member can partially rotate about the
axis L2 without transmitting a force to the second gear.

156. A developing cariridge according to claim 155,
wherein the second gear has ahollow portion, and at least part
ofthe firstend portion ofthe coupling member is in the hollow
portion of the second gear.
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157. A developing cartridge according lo claim 1586,
wherein at least the part of the first end portion of the coupling
member is supported by the hollow portion.

158, A developing cartdidge according fo claim 157,
wwherein the ficst end portion of the coupling member com-
prises substantially a spherical shape.

159. A developing cartridge according to claim 158,
wherein the connecting portion includes substantially a shaft
along the axis L2.

160. A developing cartridgeaccording toclaira 145, further
comprising an vrging member that biases the coupling mem-
ber to the second position.

161. A developing cartridge according to claim 169,
wherein the nrging member s a torsion spring that contacts
the connecting portion of the coupling member.

162, A developing carridge according to claim 1485,
wherein the coupling member can be inclined in substantially
any direction relative fo the first position.

163. A developing cartridge according to claim 145,
wherein the coupling member is made from a resin material.

164. A developing cartridge according to claim 163,
wherein the resin material Is polyacetal.

165. A developing cartricge according to claim 145,
wherein the coupling member is made from a metallic mate-
rial.

166. A developing cartridge according to claim 151,
wherein the surface has a recess which opens in a direction
away from the first end portion.

167. A developing cartricge according to claim 151,
wherein each projection includes a surface at least a portion of
which overhangs the surface of the second end portion,

168. A developing cartricge according to claim 141,
wherein, when the coupling memberis in the second position,
the axis 1.2 of the coupling member is not greater than about
60 degrees with respect to the position of the axis L2 when the
coupling member is in the first position.

169. A developing cartridge according to claim 150,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the third position,
the axis L2 of the coupling member is not greater than about
6() degrees with respect to the position of the axis 1.2 whenthe
coupling member is in the first position.
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170. A developing cartridge comprising:

a casing;

a developer roller haviog an axis L1, the developer roller
being rotatably supported in the casing to permit rotation
about the axis L1; and

a coupling member having an axis L2, the coupling mem-
ber having (i) a first end portion operatively connected
with the developer rolier, (it) a second end portion, and
(iii) a connecting portion connecting the first end portion
and the second end portion,

wherein the coupling member is movable between a first
position in which the axis L2 of the coupling member is
substantially parallel to and offset from the axis LY of the
developer roller, and a second position in which the axis
L2 of the coupling meroberis inclined with respect to the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first posi-
tion, and

wherein the maximum angle of inclination of the axis L2
with respect to the axis [L1 is limited by contact between
the coupling member and the casing.

171. A developing cartridge according to claim 170,
wherein said first end portion 15 capable of transmitting a
rotational force to the developer roller.

172. A developing cantridge according to claim 171, further
comprising a fixed contact portion that is fixed ta the casing,
wherein the maximum angle of inclination ol the coupling
member is limited by contact between the coupling member
and the fixed conlact portien.

173. A developing cartridge according to claim 170,
wherein the casing comprises a bearing member rotatably
supporting the developer roller.

174. A developing cartridge according to claim 170,
wherein the casing comprises a goide portion capable of
guiding the coupling member toward the second position,

175. A developing cartridge according claim 170, wherein
the second end portion comprises a surface that is substan-
tially perpendicular to the axis L2, and two projections
extending from the surface at diametrically opposed posi-
tions.
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176. A developing cartridpe according {0 claim 175,
wherein the surface has a recess which opens in a direction
away from the first end portion.

177. A developing cartridge according io claim 175,
wherein each projectionincludes a surface at least a portion of
which overhangs a portion of the second end portion.

178. A developing cartridge according to claim 170, further
comprising:

a first gear connected to the developer roller; and

a second gear connected to the coupling member and in

meshing engagernent with the first gear,

179. A developing cartridge according to claim 178,
wherein the second gear is connectex] to the coupling member
such that the coupling member can partially rotate about the
axis L2 without transmitting a force to the second gear.

180. A developing cartridge according to claim 179,
wherein the second gear has a hollow portion, and at least part
ofthe first end portion of the coupling member is in the holiow
portion of the second gear.

181. A developing cartridge according to clairn 180,
wherein at Jeast the part of the first end portion ofthe coupling
member is supported by the hollow portion.

182. A developing cartridge according to claim 181,
wherein the first end portion of the coupling member com-
prises substantially a spherical shape.

183. A developing cartridge according 1o claim 182,
whercin the connecting portion includes substantially a shaft
alung the axis L2,

184. A developing cartridge according toclaim 170, further
comprising an urging mermber that biases the coupling mem-
ber to the second position,

185. A developing cartridge according to claim 184,
wherein the vrging member is a torsion spring that conlacts
the connecting portion of the coupling member.

186. A developing cariridge according to claim 170,
wherein the coupling member can be inclined in substantially
any direction relative to the first position.

187. A developing cartridge according to claim 176,
wherein the coupling member is made from a resin material.

188. A developig cartridge according to claim 187, wherein
the resin material is polyacetal.
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189. A developing cartridge according to claim 170,
wherein the coupling member is made from a metallic mate-
ral.

190. A developing cartridge according to claim 175,
wherein each prajection includes a surface at least aportionof
which overhangs the surface of the second end portion.

191. A developing cartridge according to claim 170,
wherein the maximum angle of inclination of the coupling
member is from abont 20 degrees to about 60 degrees with
respeot to the position of the axis L2 when the coupling
member is in the first posiiion.

192. A developing cartridge according to claim 172,
wherein the casing comprises 2 bearing member rotatably
supporiing the developer roller.

193, A developing cartridge according to claim 172,
svherein the casing comprises a guide portion capable of
@uiding the coupling member toward the second position.

194. A developing cartridge according claim 172, wherein
the second end portion comprises a surface that is substan-
tially perpendicular to the axis 1.2, and two projections
extending from the surlace at diametrically opposed posi-
tions.

195. A developing cartridge according to claim 194,
wherein the surface has a recess which opens in a direction
away from the first end portion.

196. A developing cartridge according to claim 194,
wherein each projection includes a surface at least a portion of
which overhangs a portion of the second end portion.

197. A developing cartridgeaccording to elaim 172, further
COMPIISIng;

a first gear connected to the developer roller; and

a second gear connected (o the coupling member and in

meshing engagement with the tirst gear.

198. A developing cartridge according to claim 197,
wherein the second gear is connected o the coupling member
such that the coupling member can partially rotate about the
axis .2 without transmit{ing a force to the second gear.

199. A developing cartridge according to claim 198,
wherein the second gear has a hollow porlion, and at least part
of the first end portionofthe coupling member is in the hollow
portion of the second gear,
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200. A developing cartridge sccording to claim 199,
wherein at least the part of the first cad portion of the coupling
member is supparted by the hollow portion,

201, A developing cariridge according to claim 200,
wherein the first end portion of the coupling member com-
prises substantially a spherical shape,

202. A developing cariridge according to claim 201.
wherein the connecting portion includes substantially a shaft
along the axis L2.

203. A developing cartridge according to claim 172, further
comprising an urging member that biases the coupling mem-
ber to the second posilion.

204, A developing cartridge according to claim 202,
wherein the urging member is a torsion spring that contacts
the connecting portion of the coupling member.

205. A developing cartridge according 10 claim 172,
wherein the coupling member can be inchined in substantially
any direction relative lo the first position.

206. A developing cartridge according to claim 172,
whercin the coupling member is made from 2 resin material.

207. A developing cartridge according to claim 206,
wherein the resin material is polyacetal.

208. A developing cartridge according 1o claim 172,
wherein the coupling member is made from a metallic mate-
rial.

209. A developing cartridge according to claim 194,
wherein each projection includes a surface at least a portion of
which overhangs the surface of the second end portion.

210. A developing cartridge according to claim 172,
wherein the maximum angle of inclination of the coupling
member is from about 20 degrees to about 60 degrees with
respect to the position of the axis L2 when the coupling
member is in the first position.
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211. A developing cartridge comprising:

a developer roller baving an axis [1, the developer roller
being rotatable about the axis L1; and

a coupling member having an axis L2, the coupling mem-

ber having (i) a first end portion operatively connected
with the developer roller, (ii) a second end portion, and
(3ii) a connecting portion connecting the first end portion
and the second end portion,

wherein the coupling member is movable between a first
position in which the axis L2 of the coupling member is
substantially paralle] toand offset from the axis L1 ofthe
developer roller, and a second position in which the axis
L2 ofthe coupling member is inclined with respect to the
axis [.2 when the coupling memberis in the first position
and in which a portion of the axis L2 at the second end
portion side of the coupling member is nearer to the axis
L1 than a portion of the axis L2 at the first end portion
side of the coupling member,

wherein the second end portion comprises a pair of projec-
tions, each projection including a tip and each projection
being projecled away from the first end portion, and

wherein, if a first plane is defined as a plane that includes
both the axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first
position and the axis L2 when the coupling member is in
the second position, and a second plane is defined as a
plane that includes the axis 1.2 when the coupling mem-
ber is in the first position and is perpendicular to the first
plane,

then when the coupling member is in the first position and
the tips of the projections are in the first plane, the
projections are positioned on opposite sides of the sec-
ond plane, and when the coupling member is in the
second position and the tips of the projections are in the
first plane, the projections are on the same side of the
second plane.

212. A developing cartridge according to claim 211,

wherein said first end portion is capable of transmirting a

rotational force to the developer roller.

213. A developing cartridge according to claim 212,

wherein the coupling member is movable to a third position in

which the axis L2 is inclined with respect to the position of the

axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position and

in a direction opposite to the direction in which the coupling

member is inclined when in the second position,
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214. A developing cartridge according to claim 213,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the third position, a
portion of the axis L2 at the first end portion side of the
coupling member is nearer to the axis L1 than a portion of the
axis 1.2 at the sccond end portion side of the coupling mem-
ber.

215, A developing cartridge according to claim 214,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the third position
and the tips of the projections are in the first plane, the pro-
jections are positioned on a side opposire to the side on which
the projections arc positioned when (he coupling is in the
second position.

216. A developing cartridge according to claim 214, further
comprising a casing in which the developer roller is rotatahly
supported.

217. A developing cartridge according to claim 216,
wherein the casing comprises a bearing member rotatably
supporting the developer roller.

218. A developing cartridge according to claim 217,
wherein the casing comprises a ¢ontact pormion capable of
contacting the coupling member to position the coupling
member at the second position.

219. A developing carlridge according to claim 218,
wherein the casing comprises a guide portion capable of
guiding the coupling member toward the second position.

220. A developing cartridge according claim 214, wherein
the second end porfion comprises a surface that is substun-
tially perpendicular to the axis L2, and two projections
extending from the surface at diametrically opposed posi-
tions.

221. A developing cartidge accerding to claim 220,
wherein the surface includes an opening to a recess, with (he
recess including a sucface facing away from the first end
portion.

222. A developing cartridge according to claim 221,
wherein cach projection includes a snrface at least a portion of
which overhangs a portion of the second end portion.

223. A developing cartridge sccording to claim 214, fusther
comprising;

a first gear connected to the developer roller; and

a second gear connecied to the coupling member and in

meshing cngagement with the first gear.

224. A developing carlridge according to claim 223,
whetein the second gear is connected to the coupling member
such that the coupling member can partially rotate about the
axis L2 without wransmitting a force 10 the second gear.
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225. A developing cartridge according to claim 224,
wherein the second gear has a hollow portion, and at least part
of'the first end portion of the coupling member is in the hollow
portion of the second gear.

226. A developing cartridge according to claim 225,
wherein at least the part of the first end poriion ofthe coupling
meinber is supported by the hollow portion,

227. A developing cartridge according to claim 226,
wherein the first end portion of the coupling member com-
prises substantially a spherical shape.

228. A developing cartridge according to claim 227,
wherein the connecting portion includes substantially a shaft
along the axis L2.

229. A developing cartnidge according ta claim 214, further
comprising an urging member that biascs the coupling mem-
ber {0 the second position.

230. A deweloping carindge according to claim 229,
wherein the urging member is a torsion spring that contacts
the connecting portion of the coupling member,

231. A developing cartridge zccording to claim 214,
wherein the coupling member can be inclined in substantially
any direction relative to the first position,

232. A developing cartridge according to claim 214,
wherein the coupling member is made from a resin material.

233. A developing cartridge according to claim 232,
wherein the resin material is polyacctal.

234. A developing cartridge according to claim 214,
wherein the coupling member is made from a metallic mate-
rial.

235. A developing cartridge according (o claim 220,
whereineach projection includes a surface at least a portion of
which overhangs the surface of the second end portion.

236. A developing cartridge according to claim 211,
wherein when the coupling member is in the second position,
the axis L2 of the coupling member is inclined from about 20
degrees to about 60 degrees withrespect to the position af the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position.

237. A developing cartridge according to claim 215,
wherein when the coupling member is in the third position,
the axis L2 of (he coupling member is inclined from about 20
deprees to abont 60 degrees with respect to the position of the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position.




208

238. A developing cartridge according to claim 237,
wherein when the coupling member is in the second position,
the axis L2 of the coupling member is inclined from about 20
degrees to about 60 degrees with respect to the position of the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position.

239, A developing cartridge comprising:

a developer roller having an axis L1, the developer roller

being rotatable about the axis L1; and

a coupling member having an axis L2, the coupling mem-

ber having (i) a first end portion operatively gonnected
with the developer roller, (ii) a second end portion, and
(iti) a connecting portion connecting the first end portion
and the second end portion,

wherein the coupling member is movable between a first

position in which the axis L2 of the coupling member is
substantially parallel to and offset from the axis L1 of the
developer roller, and a second position in which the axis
L2 of the coupling memberis inclined with respeci to the

axis .2 when the coupling member Is in the fivst position
and in which a portion of the axis L2 at the first end
portion side of the coupling member is nearer to the axis
L1 than a partion of the axis L2 at the second end portion
side of the coupling member,

wherein the second end portion comprises a peir of projec-
tions, each projection including a tip and each projection
being projected away from the first end portion, and

wherein, if a first plane is defined as a plane that includes
both the axis .2 when the coupling roember is in the first
positionand the axis L2 when the coupling member is in
the second position, and a second plane is defined as a
plane that includes the axis L2 when the coupling mem-
ber is in the first position and is perpendicular ta the first
plane,

then when the coupling memnber is in the first position and
the tips of the projections are in the first plane, the
projections are positioned on opposite sides of the sec-
ond plane, and when the coupling member is in the
second position and the tips of the projections are in the
first plane, the projections are on the same side of the
second plane.
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240. A developing cartridge according to claim 239,
wherein said first end portion is capable of transmitting a
rotational force to the developer roller.

241. A developing cartridge according to claim 240,
wherein the coupling memberis movable to a third position in
which the axis .2 is inclined with respect to the position of the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position and
in a direction opposile to the direction in which the coupling
member is inclined when in the second position,

242. A developing cartridge according to claim 241,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the third position, a
portion of the axis L2 at the second end porlion side of the
coupling member is nearer to the axis L1 than a portion of the
axis L2 at the first end portion side of the coupling menzber.

243. A developing carlridge according w0 claim 242,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the third position
and the tips of the projections are in the first plane, the pro-
_jections are positioned on a side opposite to the side on which
the projections are positioned when the coupling is in the
second position.

244. Adeveloping cartridgeaccording to claim 242, further
comprising a casing in which the developer roller is rotatahly
supporied.

245. A developing cartridge according 1o claim 244,
wherein the casing comprises a bearing member rotatably
supporting the developer roller,

246. A developing cartridge according to claim 245,
wherein the casing comprises a contact portion capable of
contacting the coupling member to position the coupling
member at the third position.

247. A developing cartridge according to claim 246,
wherein the casing comprises a guide portion capable of
szuiding the coupling member foward the third position.

248. A developing carindge according ¢laim 242, wherein
the second end portion compdses a surface that is substan-
tially perpendicular to the axis L2, and two projections
extending from the surface at diametrically opposed posi-
tions.

249, A developing cartridge according !o claim 248,
wherein the surface includes an opening 10 a recess, with the
recess including a surface facing away from the first end
portion.

250. A developing cartridge according to claim 249,
wherein each projection includes a surface atleast a portion of
which overhangs a portion of the second cnd portion,
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251. A developing cartridge according to claim 242, further
COMpIISIng:

a first gear connected to the developer roller; and

a second gear connected fo the coupling member and in

nmeshing engagement with the first gear.

252. A developing ca:tndge according to claim 251,
wherein the second gear i connected to the coupling member
such that the coupling member can partially rotate about the
axis L2 without transmitting a force to the second gear.

253, A developing carttidge according to claim 252,
wherein the second gear has a hollow portion, and at least part
ofthe first end portion of the coupling member is in the hollow
portion of the second gear.

254. A developing cartridge according to claim 283,
wherein at least the part of the first end portionofthe coupling
member js supported by the hellow portion.

255. A developing carlridge accerding to claim 254,
wherein the first end portion of the cou;aling member com-
prises substantially a spherical shape.

256, A developing cartridge according to claim 255,
wherein the connecting portion includes substantially & shaft
along the axis L2.

257. A developing cartridge according to claim 242, further
comprising an urging member that biases the coupling mem-
ber to the third position.

258. A developing cartridge according to claim 257,
wherein the urging member is a torsion spring that contacts
the connecting portion of the coupling member.

259. A. developing carridge according to claim 242,
wherein the coupling member can be inclined in substantially
any direction relative to the first position.

260. A developing cartridge according to claim 242,
wherein the coupling member is made from a resin material.

261. A developing cartridge according to claim 260,
wherein the resin material is polyacetal.

262. A developing cartridge according to claim 242,
wherein the coupling member is made from a melzallic mate-
ral.

263. A developing cartridge according to claim 248,
wherein each projection includes a surface atleast a portion of
which overhangs the surface of the second end portion.
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264. A developing cartridge according to claim 239,
wherein when the coupling member is 1n the second position,
the axis L2 of the coupling member is inclined from about 20
degrees to about 60 degrees with respect to the position ofthe
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position.

265. A developing cartridge according to claim 243,
wherein when the coupling member is in the third position,
the axis L2 of the coupling member is inclined from abont 20
degrees to about 60 degrees with respect 1o the position ofthe
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position.

266. A developing cartridge according to claim 265,
wherein when the coupling member is in the second position,
the axis L2 of the coupling member is inclined from about 20
degrees to about 60 degrees with respect to the position of the
axis L2 when the conupling member is in the first position.

267. A developing cantridge comprising:

a developer roller having an axis L1, the developer roller

being rotatable about the axis 11; and

a coupling member having an axis L2, the coupling mer-

ber having (i) a first end portion operatively connected
with the developer roller, (ii} a second end portion, and
(111) a connecting portion connecting the first end portion
and the second end portion,

wherein the coupling member is movable between a first

position in which the axis L2 of the coupling member is
substantially paralle] to and offset from the axis L1 of the
developer roller, and a second position in which the axis
L2 of the coupling memberis inclined with respect to the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the {irst posi-
tion,

wherein when the coupling member is in the second posi-

tion, a portian of the axis L2 at the sccond end portion
side of the coupling member is nearer lo the axis L1 than
a portion of the axis .2 at the first end portion side of the
coupling member,

wherein the second end portion comprises a pair of projec-

tiops, each projection including a tip and each projection
being projected away from the first cod portion, and
wherein, if a first plane is defined as a plane in which the
tips of the projections move when the coupling member
moves between the first position and the second posi-
tion, and a second plane is defined as a plane that is
perpendicular to the first plane and contains the axis L2
when the coupling member is in the first position, then
the projections are positioned on oppasite sides of the
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second plane when the coupling member is in the first

position, and the projections are positioned on the same

side of the second plane when the conpling memberis in
the second position.

268. A developing cartridge according to claim 267,
wherein said first end portion is capable of transmitting a
rotational force fo the developer roller,

269. A developing cartridge according to claim 263,
wherein the coupling member is movable to a third position in
which the axis L2 is inclined with respect to the position of the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position and
in a direction opposite to the direction in which the coupling
member is inclined when in the second position.

270. A developing cartridge according to claim 269,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the third position, a
porlion of the axis L2 at the first end portion side of the
coupling member is nearer to the axis .1 than a portion of the
axis L2 at the second end portion side of the coupling meni-
ber.

271. A developing cartridge according fo claim 270,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the third position
and the tips of the projections are in the first plane, the pro-
Jjections are positioned on a side opposite to the side on which
the projections are positioned when the coupling is in the
second position.

272. A developing cartridge according to claim 270, further
comprising a casing in which the developer roller is rotatably
supported.

273. A developing cartridge according lo claim 272,
wherein the casing comprises a bearing member rotatably
supporting the developer roller.

274. A developing cartridge according to claim 273,
wherein the casing comprises a contact portion capable of
contacting the coupling member to position the coupling
rmember at the second position.

275. A developing cartridge according to claim 274,
wherein the casing comprises a goide portion capable of
guiding the coupling member toward the second position.

276. A developing cartridge according claim 270, wherein
- the second end portion comprises a surface that is snbstan-
tially perpendicular to the axis L2, and iwo projections
extending from the surface at diametrically opposed posi-
tions.

277, A developing cartridge according to claim 276,
wherein the surface includes an opening to a recess, with the
recess including a surface facing away from the first end
portion.



278. A developing cartridge according to claim 277,
wherein each projection includes a surface at least a portion of
which overhangs a portion of the second end portion.

279. A developing cartnidgeaccording to claim 278, further
comprising;

a first gear connected to the developer roller; and

a second gear connecled to the coupling member and in

meshing engagement with the first gear.

280. A developing cartridge according to claim 279,
wherein the second gear is connected to the coupling member
such that the coupling member can partially rotate about the
axis 1.2 without transmitting a force to the second gear.

281. A developing cartridge according to claim 280,
wherein the second gear has a hollow poction, and at icast part
ofthe first end portion ofthe coupling member is in the hollow
portion of the second gear.

282. A developing cartricge according 1o claim 281,
wherein at least the part of the first end portion of the coupling
member is supported by the hollow portion.

283. A developing cartridge accarding to claim 282,
wherein the {irst end portion of the coupling member com-
priscs substantially a spherical shape.

284. A developing cartridge according 1o claim 283,
wherein the connecting portion includes substantially a shaft
along the axis L2.

285. A developing cartridge according to claim 270, further
comprising an urging member that biases the coupling mem-
ber to the second position.

286. A developing cartridge according to claim 285,
wherein the wrging member is a torsion spring that contacts
the connecting portion of the coupling member.

287. A developing cariridge according to claim 270,
wherein the coupling member can be inclined in substantially
any direction relative to the first position.

288. A developing cartridge according to claim 270,
wherein the conpling miember is made from a resin material,

289. A developing cartridge according 1o claim 288,
wherein the resin material is polyacetal.

290. A developing cartridge according to claim 270,
wherein the coupling member is made from a metallic mate-
rial.

291. A developing cartridge according to claim 276,
wherein each projection includes a surfaceat leasta portion of
which overhangs the surface of the second end portion.
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292, A developing cartridge according to claim 267,
wherein when the coupling member is in the second position,
the axis 1.2 of the coupling member is inclined from about 20
degrees to about 60 degrees with respect to the position of the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first posilion.

293. A developing cartridge according to claim 271,
wherein when the conpling member is in the third position,
the axis L2 of the coupling member is inclined fromabont 20
degrees to about 60 degrees with respect to the position of the
axis [.Z when the coupling member is in the first position,

294. A. developing cartridpe accordmg to claim 293,
wherein when the coupling member is in the second position,
the axis L2 of the coupling member s inclined from about 20
degrees to about 60 degrees with respect 1o the position of the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position.

295, A developing cartridge comprising:

a developer roller having an axis L1, the developer roller

being rotatable about the axis L.1; and

a coupling member having an axis L2, the coupling meyn-

ber having (i) a first end portion operatively connected
with the developer roller, (if} a second end portion, and
(ii1) a connecting portion connecting the firstend portion
and the second end portion,

wherein the coupling member is movable between a first
position in which the axis L2 of the coupling member is
substantially parallel to and offsel from the axis L1 of the
developer roller, and a second position in which the axis
L2 of the coupling member is inclined with respect to the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first posi-
tion,

wherein when the coupling member is in the second posi-
tion, a portion of the axis L2 at the first end portion side
of the coupling member is nearer 1o the axis L1 than a
portion of the axis L.2 at the second end portion side of
the coupling member,

wherein the second end poriion comprises a pair of projec-
tions, each projection including atip and each projection
being projected away from the first end portion, and

wherein, if a first plane is defined as a plane in which the
tips of the projections move when the coupling member
moves between the first position and the secend posi-
tion, and a second plane is defined as a plane that is
perpendicular to the first plane and contains the axis .2
when the coupling member is in the first position, then
the projections are positioned on opposite sides of the
second plane when the coupling member is in the first
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position, and the projections are positioned on the same
side of the second plane when the coupling memberis in
the second position.

296. A developing cartridge according to claim 295,
wherein said first end portion is capable of transmiting a
rotational force to the developer roller.

297. A developing cartrddge according to claim 296,
wherein the coupling member is movable {0 a third positionin
which theaxis [.2 is inclined wilk respect to the position of the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position and
in a direction opposite to the direction in which the coupling
member is inclined when in the second position.

298. A developing cartridge according to claim 297,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the third position, a
portion of the axis L2 at the second end portion side of the
coupling member is nearerto the axis L1 than a portion of the
axis L2 at the first end portion side of the coupling member.

299. A developing cartridge according to claim 298,
wherein, when the coupling member is in the third position
and the tips of the projections are in the first plane, the pro-
jections are positioned on a side apposite to the side on which
the projections are positioned when the coupling is in the
second position.

300. A developing cartridge according to ¢laim 298, further
comprising a casing in which the developer roller is rotatably
supported.

301. A developing cartridge according to claim 300,
wherein the casing comprises a bearing member rotatably
supporting the developer roller.

302. A developing cartridge according to claim 301,
wherein the casing comprises a contact portion capable of
contacting the coupling member to position the coupling
member at the third position.

303. A developing cartridge according 1o claim 302,
wherein the casing comprises a guide portion capable of
guiding the coupling member toward the third position.

304. A developing cartridge according claim 298, wherein
the second end portion comprises a surface that is substan-
tially perpendicular to the axis L2, and two projections
extending from the surface at diametrically opposed posi-
tions.

305. A developing cartridge according to ¢laim 304,
wherein the surface includes an opening to a recess, with the
recess including a surface facing away from the first end
portion.
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306. A developing cartridge according to claim 305,
wherein cach projection includes a surface at least aportionof
which overhangs a portion of the second ¢nd portion.

307. A developing cartridgeaccording to claim 298, further
comprising;

a first gear connected to the developer roller; and

a second gear connected to the coupling member and in

meshing engagement with 1he first gear.

308. A developing cartridge according to claim 307,
wherein the second gear is connected to the coupling member
such that the coupling member can partially rotate about the
axis L2 withoot transmitling a Torce 1o the second gear,

309. A developing cariridge according to claim 308,
wherein the second gear has a hollow portion, and at Ieast part
of the first end portion of the covpling memberis in the hollow
portion of the second gear.

310. A developing carfridge according to claim 309,
wherein at least the part of the firstend portion of the coupling
member is supported by the hollow portion.

311. A developing cartridge according to claim 310,
wherein the [irst end portion of the coupling member com-
prises substantially a spherical shape.

312, A developing cortridge according to claim 311,
wherein the connecting portion includes substantially a shaft
along the axis L2.

313. A developing cartridge according to claim 298, further
comprising an urging member that biases the coupling mem-
ber to the third position,

314. A developing cartridge according to claim 313,
wherein the urging member is a torsion spring that coptacts
the connecting portion of the coupling member.

315. A developing cartridge according to claim 298,
wherein the coupling member can be inclined in substantially
any direction relative to the first position.

316. A developing cartridge according to claim 298,
wherein the coupling member is made from a resin material.

317. A developing cartridge according to claim 318,
wherein the resin material is polyacetal.

318. A developing cartridge according to claim 298,
wherein the coupling member is made from a metallic mate-
nal,
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319. A developing cartridge according to claim 304,
wherein each projection includes a surface at leasta portion of
which overhangs the surface of the second end portion.

320. A developing carlridge sccording to claim 295,
wherein when the coupling memberis in the second position,
the axis [.2 of the coupling member is inclined from about 20
degrees to about 60 degrees with respect to the position of the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position.

321. A developing cartridge according to claim 299,
wherein when the coupling member is in the third position,
the axas L2 of the coupling member is inclined from about 20
degrees to about 60 degrees with respect to the position of the
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position.

322. A developing cariridge according to claim 321,
wherein when the coupling member is in the second position,
the axis L.2 of the coupling member is inclined from about 20
degrees to about 60 degrees with respect to the position ofthe
axis L2 when the coupling member is in the first position.
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