ABSTRACT A nethod for refrigerant and oil collecting operation capable of
assuring the cleanliness of the inside of an existing comunication pipe
at a |l ow cost and installing, at a |l ow cost, a new air conditioner,
conprising a conpressor (1), a heat source side heat exchanger (3), a
deconpressi ng nmechanism (4), and a user39si de heat exchanger (5),
conprising the steps of performng a pipe heating operation in a heating
operation node and performng a refrigerant and oil collecting operation
to collect refrigerant to a heat source side heat exchanger (3), nanely,
with the refrigerant heated to a ten%%?gﬁﬁ?g hi gher than that where
contam nants such as refrigerator oil inside a refrjgerant circuit, is

di ssolved into the rfef® t ,I9%er & ERYHS HATE réFF#g t SHd Siing
collecting operation so as to assure the cleanliness of the inside of the
exi sting coRfndtdan &aﬁﬂ% C(fy,as@u_rlng the cleanliness of the inside

of an existing communication pipe at a low cost and
5 installing, at a low cost, a new air conditioner,
comprising a compressor (1), a heat source side heat
exchanger (3), a decompressing mechanism (4), and a user
side heat exchanger (5), comprising the steps of performing
a pipe heating operation in a heating operation mode and
10 performing a refrigerant and oil collecting operation to
collect refrigerant to a heat source side heat exchanger
(3), namely, with the refrigerant heated to a temperature
higher than that where contaminants such as refrigerator
0il inside a refrigerant circuit is dissolved into the
15 refrigerant, performing the refrigerant and oil collecting
operation so as to assure the cleanliness of the inside of

the existing communication pipes (7, 8).
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