ABSTRACT CONDUI T FOR PREVENTI NG OXI DATI ON OF AN ELECTRONI C DEVI CE An
apparatus to prevent oxidation of an electronic device, such as a

sem conductor substrate during a sem condyctor packagi ng process, conprises
a substantial ly-encl osed conduit having at | east one novabl e support
defining a path through which the el ectronic device may travel and a
plurality of gas outlets to introduce a relatively inert gas into the
conduit. Conveyi ng nmeans adapted t%ﬁg d nove the el ectronic device
along the conduit is provided, and %ﬁp g along a portion of the
conduit allows engagenent between the conveying neans and the el ectronic
devi ce. Actuating neans are adapted to shift the novabl e support whereby the
size of the path is adjGONBMTEFOR BREVENTING QXIDATION ©Fni ¢ devi ces. (Fig.

4) 5 AN ELECTRONIC DEVICE

An apparatus to prevent oxidation of an electronic device, such as a
semiconductor substrate during a semiconductor packaging process,
comprises a substantially-enclosed conduit having at least one movable

10  support defining a path through which the electronic device may travel and a
plurality of gas outlets to introduce a relatively inert gas into the conduit.
Conveying means adapted to engage and move the electronic device along
the conduit is provided, and an opening along a portion of the conduit allows
engagement between the conveying means and the electronic device.

15  Actuating means are adapted to shift the movable support whereby the size of
the path is adjustable to suit different electronic devices.

(Fig. 4)



