
The present invention is directed to a method of detecting presence or
absence of a target nucleic acid using negatively charged metallic
nanoparticles dissolved in a solution. A nucleic acid probe with a
substantially neutral net charge is used for detecting the target nucleic
acid. The present invention is also directed to a kit including at least
one nucleic acid probe with a substantially neutral net charge and at least
one type of negatively charged metallic nanoparticles for carrying out the
method. 


