ABSTRACT There is provided a nethod for obtaining an aqueous solution of an
alkali netal salt of an aromatic dihydroxy compound by deconposing a waste
aromati c pol ycarbonate by an al kali netal hydroxi de aqueous solution. The
fret hod conprises (1) a dissolution step of dissolving a waste aronatic

pol ycarbonate in a chlorinated hydrocarbea sol vent, (2) a deconposition
step of adding an al kali netal hydroxide aqueous solution to this solution
to deconpose the aromatic pol ycarbonaarsTR¥c® re-dissolution step of
adding water to this deconposed solution to dissolve a solid, (4) a two
phase formation step of leaving the treated solution obtained in the step

(3) to stand to for#hane Of ARG BOANAN RIRSEoROTHMNI SHRIASE) nand AN
aqueous sol ution phase (aqueous phase), and (5) a separation/collection

step of separaguapthesafuedusn gthase dlloal L heebrdasiad s yem gphersatand
coIIectingsthg. aq$eous phase. A%g rdiag to the.nethod of . the fres nt

i nvention,® a%metatt 9&V CIRBHLE %S At Yit 5T BIP R hitgh-H[uarBEy  3F SREHLE

di hydr oxy conpeuRgedbbehdtse U9 Win ag1RaNAWmeBLES iB}df Ok ik YEquBORA € can
be obtained industrially advantageously froma waste aromatic pol ycarbonate
at |low cost aedutianshofhai&ednpedi cPopnises (1) a dissolution step

of dissolving a waste aromatic polycarbonate in a
chlorinated hydrocarbon solvent, (2) a decomposition
10 step of adding an alkali metal hydroxide aqueous
solution to this solution to decompose the aromatic
polycarbonate, (3) a re-dissolution step of adding
water to this decomposed solution to dissolve a solid,
(4) a two phase formation step of leaving the treated
15 solution obtained in the step (3) to stand to form an
organic solvent phase (organic phase) and an agqueous
solution phase (aqueous phase), and (5) a
separation/collection step of separating the agqueous
phase from the organic solvent phase and collecting the
20 aqueous phase.
According to the method of the present invention,
a metal salt agueous solution of a high-quality
aromatic dihydroxy compound which is useful as a raw
material for polycarbonate can be obtained industrially
25 advantageously from a waste aromatic polycarbonate at

low cost and in a short decomposition time.



