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% (57) Abstract: A system, computer program product and method for automated tool management in a multi-protocol environment.
= A usermay issue a message in accordance with an object-oriented interapplication communication protocol to a comresponding ap-

>~ plication interface unit. The message may be a reguest to perfarm a particular action on a selected tool. The content of the message
o may be extracted by the corresponding application interface unit which may coroprise data required by the requested action and a
pointer to the object representing the tool. The application interface unit may invoke a method of the object pointed to by the pointers
in the message. A value may then be procured by an equipment mode] where the value may be associated with particular information
requested in the message about a too) or a notification informing the user that an event occurred. The equipment model may transfer

the value to the appropriate nser.
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