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MULTI-LINK COMMUNICATION SETUP METHOD AND RELATED APPARATUS 

ABSTRACT 

This application relates to a multi-link communication setup method and a related apparatus. 

The method includes: A non-AP MLD sends an association request frame on a first link, to request 

multi-link setup. An AP MLD returns an association response frame on the first link, to notify 5 

whether multi-link setup succeeds. The AP MLD sets a second status code field of a multi-link 

element of the association response frame to a newly defined value, to indicate that a cause why a 

link is not accepted is that the first link is not accepted. According to embodiments of this 

application, efficiency of multi-link setup can be improved. This application is applied to a WLAN 

system that supports a next generation Wi-Fi protocol of 802.11ax, for example, 802.11be, Wi-Fi 10 

7, or EHT, and other 802.11 series protocols; and for another example, a next generation protocol 

of 802.11be: Wi-Fi 8. This application may further be applied to an ultra wide band–based wireless 

personal area network system or a sensing system. 
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