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(57) Abstract: A solid culture medium exhibiting a 10-minute average rate of water absorption of at least 0.05 ml/min, which is
prepared by a method for preparation, characterized in that it comprises dissolving respective components of the solid culture medium
other than a dissolving water into the dissolving water, solidifying the resultant solution, drying the solidified culture medium to
remove water, wherein the water is removed in an amount such that the solid culture medium after the removal of water exhibits a
10-minute average rate of water absorption of at least 0.05 ml/min, and the amount of the dissolving water is more than an amount
specific for the medium by approximately the same amount as that of the water removed. The solid culture medium is free from
problems relating to the inhibition of growth of microbes due to a dried condition, exhibits an enhanced amount of samples in a short
time, and is thus significantly more suitable for rapid and accurate measurement of the colony count for microbes.
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