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(57) Abstract

A filter is provided that is convertible from a filter configuration
to an open, stent-like configuration. The filter includes a plurality of
intraluminal filter elements (filter legs) that may be formed into a single
cone or dual cone filter structure. A retainer secures the filter legs in the
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filter configuration upon initial deployment within a vessel. The retainer is /]

then either self-releasing or removable to permit the filter legs to expand /| :

from the filter configuration into what may generally be described as an /] : 506

open or stent-like configuration. A filter web extends, at least in part, 500"% b

between the filter legs. \ 28
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