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(57) Abstract

In the present invention, program code is executed in a data processing system in order to display a plurality of items so that each
of the items is displayed as a different layer with respect to each of the other items and so that at least portions of items in lower layers
are obscured by items in pper layers. Items may be, for example, icons, tool bars, directories, documents, notes, and/or the like. Program
code is also executed in the data processing system in order to select an item so that each of the other items, which is displayed in a layer
above the selected item and which would otherwise obscure the selected item, is cut out in order to expose at least a portion of the selected
item and so as to reveal an-otherwise obscured portion of an item which is layered below the selected item. A cut-out border may be
provided around the selected item so that an item layered below the selected item is revealed.




itemand so as to reveal an otherw se obscured portion of an itemwhich is
| ayered bel ow the selected item A cut-out border may be provi ded around
the selected i-temso that an item | ayered below the selected itemis
reveal ed. _ '
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