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many combinations of letters that do not follow the regular rules are for example,
irregular vowels. An irregular vowel may be, for example, “ost”. “ost” in "lost” is not

the same sound as “ost” in “most”.

25  Figure 1 shows the International Phonetic Alphabet (hereafter, “IPA”) drawn by the
International Phonetic Association (Department of Theoretical and Applied
Linguistics, School of English, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki
54124, GREECE). The IPA chart is a system of phonetic notation devised by
linguists to accurately and uniquely represent each of the wide variety of sounds

30  (phones or phonemes) used in all spoken human languages such as, for example,
English. In phonetics, the place of articulation of a consonant is the point of
contact, where an obstruction occurs in the oral cavity between an active (moving)
articulator (typically some part of the tongue) and a passive (stationary) articulator
(typically some part of the roof of the mouth). Along with the manner of articulation

35 and phonation, this gives the consonant its distinctive sound.
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Summary of the Invention

In accordance with a first preferred aspect there is provided a method for teaching
pronunciation and spelling of a language comprising a plurality of letters forming a
30  plurality of words, each of the plurality of letters selected from a group consisting
of: vowels and consonants, the method comprising:
pronouncing each letter individually to generate a letter sound; and
blending a first consonant and a second consonant without using a vowel

to generate a consonant sound; and
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25 to generate a consonant sound;
~ a single vowel blended with the consonant sound or the letter sound for a

consonant to teach the pronunciation and the spelling of the language.

Each of the plurality of words may comprise oniy one syllable.
30
The number of consonants may be incrementally increased to generate additional

consonant sounds.

The number of vowels may be incrementally increased to blend with the consonant

35 sounds.
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system for teaching pronunciation and spelling of a
ng rding to a first enbodi nent of the
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20 Figure 3 illustrates Figure 2 in detail;

Figure 4 illustrates Figure 2 in detail;
Figure 5 is a variation of Figure 4;

Figure 6 illustrates Figure 2 in detail;
Figures 7 to 28 are a variation of Figure 6;

25  Figure 29 is a flow chart illustrating a method according the system of Figure 2;
Figure 30 is a system for teaching pronunciation and spelling of a language
according to a second embodiment of the present invention;

Figure 31 illustrates Figure 30 in detail;
Figure 32 is a variation of Figure 31;

30 Figure 33 is a variation of Figure 31;

Figure 34 is a flow chart illustrating a method according to the system of Figure 30;
Figure 35 is a system for teaching pronunciation and spelling of a language
according to a third embodiment of the present invention;

Figure 36 illustrates Figure 35 in detail;

35 Figures 37 to 44 are a variation of Figure 36;

Figure 45 is a flow chart illustrating a method according to the system of Figure 35;
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Figure 2 illustrates a system 20 for teaching
pronunci ati on and spelling of a |anguage and in
particul ar, the English | anguage according to a first
enbodi nent. The English al phabet consists of a group
of letters 10, the letters 10 consisting of vowels 1 1
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table 2 1 for pronouncing each letter 10 of the
Engl i sh al phabet, a second table 3 1 for blending the
consonant letters 12, and a third table 4 1 for
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letters 11. As shown in Figure 3, the first table 2 1
conprises the letters 10 and a first plurality of
words 13. Each of the first plurality of words 13 is
derived fromeach letter 10. The second table 3 1 is
illustrated in detail in Figure 4. The second table 3
1
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25  because of the inherent variety of vowel sounds. The English language uses a
large set of 13 to 22 vowel sounds, including diphthongs thus making it more
difficult for the learner. Further, different languages vary considerably in the
number of these sounds that are considered to be distinctive in each of the
languages.

30
Therefore, the first embodiment reduces the difficulty of learning English by using
consonants 12 without vowels 11 to teach pronunciation and spelling of English
words in the second table 31. An advantage of the invention is no reliance on a
substantial amount of prior knowledge to learn new words. This makes it easier for

35  children and non-native English speakers to learn the English language. A child
has a biological capacity for integrating information. Culture and learning result in
the building of entrenched integration that is difficult to dismiss as it is one of the
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25
Using the cognitive ability of the brain, an early or non-native learner conceptually
blends the spelling of the words with the sound of the words and associates the
consonant sound 36 with the pronounced word 43.

30

Figure 30 illustrates a system 60 for teaching pronunciation and spelling of a
language and in particular, the English language according to a second
embodiment, wherein the number of consonants is incrementally increased to
generate a second consonant sound. The second consonant sound may be
35  selected from a group consisting of: consonant blends and consonant diagraphs.
The system 60 comprises the first table 21 for pronouncing each letter 10 of the
English alphabet, the second table 31 for blending the consonant letters 12, the
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sccortis R RBeR s ik L8Ry ekt i EAGH 3hy Py o

ex admwagﬁaarmn éﬁhw*ﬁﬁ-nt@? Endligh [ghgusen geasrding tg @wkitd embodiment,

%ﬂhagﬁ@%ﬁ tHel @Hfb@r 3\6vvae|sU|§tlrfo?én%$1tallﬁ%cfebéddhtotg%hérﬁtﬂa decond
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ai pHCElgd Ihe sshets GRRRIHERE P Rt atravmsgesiotag of
t he mpénepkihéngy, difhthopessandaawe die@rapls.pr ovi de each of a
fourth plurality of words 73. The di phthong 72 may be
sel ect ed consi st |

{aa, e systg@qoecgmpa?esq%% |rstat8ble gqr owéorﬁa?c.mg eaclr)] gettgrf ‘iO of the

25  English alphabet, the second table 31 for blending the consonant letters 12, the
third table 41 for blending the consonant letters 12 and the vowel letters 11, and a
fifth table 71 for generating the second vowel sound. The second vowel sound

may be, for example, a monophthong, a diphthong or a vowel diagraph.

30  Figure 36 illustrates the fifth table 71. The fifth table 71 comprises a plurality of
diphthongs 72, each diphthong 72 blended with each of the plurality of consonants
12 to provide each of a fourth plurality of words 73. The diphthong 72 may be
selected, for example, from a group consisting of: {aa, ii, ee, ea, ai, 00, ao, ou and
uu}.

35  The diphthong 72 may be located before or after or between the consonants 12.



The di phthong 72 may be | ocated before or after or

bet ween the consonants 12. Figures 37 to 44 are
woani7ausons of the fifth table 7 1 of Figure 38CT/SG2006/000302

Figures 37 to 43 uses different conbi nations of vowels

to formthe second vowel sound for blending wth the

consonants Figure 45 illustrates a flow chart
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Figures 47 and 48 illustrate the system 80 in further

det o.
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soun ng, nonopht hong or
a vowel diagraph. The degree of conplexity of |earning
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\allof lao\lljl{)lpare)é Oplltlrallt fe consc%ant [ ”e'hi@g agc?:egirwt% a pl*xra I%) vowel
f ourgohndsrizde ieﬁelhwe @fonmcgﬂypreamperlhmeofr@mm%#y thwords 83. Each

@0nS&E}%rﬂoﬁsdnantldré@rasﬂemsadlérmed wm @&%dscﬂzﬂd 8. OTIgERRERIANd
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25
Figure 49 illustrates a flow chart teaching a method 400 according to the fourth
embodiment of Figure 46. The number of consonants is incrementally increased
401 to generate a third consonant sound. The number of vowels is incrementally
increased 402 to generate a third vowel sound. The third vowel sound may be, for
30  example, a monophthong, a vowel diagraph or a diphthong. The third vowel sound
is then blended 402 with the third consonant sound or a letter sound for a

consonant to teach pronunciation and spelling of the word.

Whilst there has been described in the foregoing description preferred
35 embodiments of the present invention, it will be understood by those skilled in the

technology concerned that many variations or modifications in details of design or

construction may be made without departing from the present invention.



consonant to teach pronunciation and spelling of the

word. Wil st there has been described in the foregoing
wdeswroupa7d on preferred enbodi nents of the presear/sG2006/000302

invention, it will be understiood by those skilled in

the technol ogy concerned that many variations or

nndifications in details of design or construction may

nﬁﬁg out departing fromthe present

|nve 1on. THE CLAIMS 1. A nethod for teaching

pronunci ati on and spelling of a |anguage conprising a

pluralit yA Aiethb@for %anrigcmmuﬁgatan lahdué;ﬂilhhg ¥f ibndMag&lSomprising

each of el ected fr

const Bbre SyPeddaiito S oy Tt o361 REvhlyly & S
donrelesiedgfrompra rarawmc p@fgls@wc laf: | eomielsr andh dionsodandd, | et wethod
genedoiplsidy: | etter sound; and blending a first

consonant and a seco cops t without using a vowe
o e e S G A AR Y et o 2
consonantblgdingch fost cotmendntbbda ssud dorfsonanf witteos gahrad vowel

MAthogeﬁﬁagggoMﬁwghS&mdgﬁach the pronunci ation and the
spel Ii'ng of the |ang he nmet hod according t

u
Y aim 1, %@lﬂe. the e%ewagfr S‘l“ﬂ‘é%ihﬁrleé‘ief F%P”Bff”\ﬁo?"&%“ﬁﬁ’sw'th a
onl ysn@zaevowl tb &dakiethe Prondiviatioredridalk speting dfitiegangnagd. ai m 1,
further conprising increnentally increasing the nunber
of consonants to generate additional consonant sounds.
4. The netheorethedancending te elaigy hiwherein paghidhdie RAGARY Plsvergs
i ncriegenl ahé yyibme&r easi ng t he nunber of vowels to bl end
ith the consonant sounds. 5. The nethod according to
Claim1, further conprising blending the consonant
sound andThehé“eﬁioﬁg*PCéomtﬂ%qo @'@ngénéwgleé ®@mMpligiidalincrepeptally
| nf liggrédsa th iAtbes of@aanits tb Bendrdlé h&@fitloh& RokdordiE Souhey.
bl ending with a second consonant to generate a second

plurality of words. 6. The nethod according to claim
4, vher ei thei nethederrcading fondpisadi rfgrtheh ecomprigingr ingfementally

zoowahcse&ﬁ@@ﬁea{meaof\o&w&é toDRHAHitiS Bk @64s8Rhrt s group
consi sting of:
5. The method according to claim 1, further comprising blending the
consonant sound and the single vowel to generate a plurality of inflection blends,
each of the inflection blends for blending with a second consonant to generate a
25  second plurality of words.

6. The method according to claim 4, wherein incrementally increasing the
number of vowels generates a vowel sound selected from a group consisting of:
monophthongs, diphthongs and vowel-digraphs.

30
7. A system for teaching pronunciation and spelling of a language comprising
a plurality of letters forming a plurality of words, each of the plurality of letters
selected from a group consisting of: vowels and consonants, the system
comprising: "

35 a letter pronounced individually to generate a letter sound;

a first consonant blended with a second consonant without using a vowel
to generate a consonant sound;



nonopht hongs, di phthongs and vowel -di graphs. 7. A

system for teaching pronunciation and spelling of a
woaowaspgoconprising a plurality of |letters forParsg2@6/000302

plurality of words, each of tihe plurality of letters

selected froma group consisting of: vowels and

consonants, the systemconprising: a |letter pronounced

i ndi vi dua] : e ; st

consonant® Heth Gt B i e e DK otng oisound for o

usi negnePnaehie feattvthg eisaynpiaiorand dhespRlipg ofdhaatguadssi ngl e
~vowel blended with the consonant sound or the letter

sou for,a consonant. to teach the.pronunci ation and

he Epel | TRGSSPTLrainh 48 o A RIEEEY F SletleBlly g
t5o chiagionty Bne sieri®i n each of the plurality of words has
only one syllable. 9. The system according to claimb5
further conprising increnentally increasing.the nunber
of | consonit SYHEM geiREatie CadIm 1 SorldiMeE SREBHIPA RAERRREIY
10. ifdreasggstteemndecorcdnsogarttoto gbrarate Bdditionélivenscoantpoungs.ng
incremental ly increasing the nunber of vowels to bl end
with the consonant sounds. 11. The nethod according to
M ai 1B 1 wHEr sysemn) aaqaidiRg  on&lalbms dWHRE OBBHNG eprepratally
Si ngh@eastwyethe dunbichefivowesrrhene siitig thie eo@Eonait s@umds.
inflection blend for blending wth a second consonant
to generate a second word. 12. The system according to
cl ai t 10, Theteeteechaqepidingrie Algil 1 yhersiprhienging dhe srdsenapbraund
of VANIRhS SiARE 5 Efther doBpRies HRERSting ehaffleetdn foledif@ blending
& °“\ﬁthgaos%%n%téoﬂé’on%t-to 32R0RM DB%Sworgl! Pt hongs and

vowel - di‘graphs. »

12. The system according to claim 10, wherein incrementally increasing the
number of vowels generates a vowel sound selected from a group consisting of:

monophthongs, diphthongs and vowel-digraphs.
20



