
A process for the conversion of lignin to chemical precursors is presented.
The process comprises treating the lignin to form less acidic compounds.
The process includes reacting lignin with a hydrogenation catalyst under a
hydrogen atmosphere to convert acidic oxygenate compounds to less acidic
oxygenates or hydrocarbons. The oxygenate compounds are reacted in a
dehydrogenation and deoxygenation process to remove the oxygen and to
convert the cyclic hydrocarbons back to aromatic compounds. 


