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material should vary according to the con-
dition at the surface of the coating. Thus, for
example, an ocean going vessel requires a
higher release rate of toxic material when
stationary or steaming slowly than when

travelling at maximum speed. However, with

the controlled release paints so far employed
the reverse situation occurs.

The object of the invention is to minimise
or to overcome this disadvantage.

According to the invention there is pro-
vided a biocidal composition, including a first
particulate glass comprising a glass forming
oxide together with one or more glass modi-
fying oxides, the first glass containing as a
constituent a biocidal material, and a second
particulate glass which, when dissolved in

a leached product from material B in the
medium in contact with the surface of the
material A. In a preferred embodiment the
leached product of material B, when present
in sufficient concentration in the water at the
glass surface A, will maintain the pH of the

‘water at a level at which the glass A will

slowly dissolve, the glass A being substan-

tially insoluble in a neutral aqueous medium, -

i.e. one of pH 7. Thus the biocidal material

~of glass A can only dissolve in the water

under conditions in which the material B is
not swept away from the glass surface.

In one application the biocidal material A
may be a copper borate glass which is soluble
only under acid conditions. The leach rate of
this material is in fact an exponential func-
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