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(5] (57) Abstract: A lighting device is provided with a hot
cathode tube (17) and a chassis (14) in which the hot cath-
4|1 21a ode tube (17) is contained. The hot cathode tube (17) has

’\ \ a glass tube (17a) and also has filaments (17d) which are

disposed within the glass tube (17a). A gas discharge tube
(64) is formed at an end wall section (60) located on one
end side of the glass tube (17a) in the axial direction, and
the gas discharge tube (64) is formed by causing a portion
of the end wall section (60) to protrude in the direction in
which the portion is separated from the filament (17d).
The sealing section (65) of the gas discharge tube (64) is
provided outside the chassis (14), and the direct distance
(N1) from the filament (17d) to the sealing section (65) of
the gas discharge tube (64) is set to be more than the max-
imum direct distance (N2) from the filament (17d) to the
end wall section (60).
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