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Hinged-lid cigarette pack               The present invention relates to
packs for     smoking articles.            According to the present
invention there is     provided a pack for smoking articles comprising an
inner frame and an outer carton, the outer carton     having generally
rectangular front, rear, top, bottom     and side panels and having upper
and lower portions     movable relative to each other about a hinge line
extending  substantially  across  the rear panel     generally parallel
with the top and bottom edges of     the rear panel thereby to constitute
closed and open     positions, the lower edge of the front panel area of
the upper portion having at least a portion which is     not parallel with
the hinge line.             Preferably the inner frame is retained in the
15 lower portion of the outer hull and extends at least 



partially into the upper portion of the outer carton.             In one
preferred arrangement said lower edge     of the front panel area of the
upper portion is     substantially parallel with the upper edge of the 20
front panel area of the lower portion of the outer     carton.  In some
embodiments said lower edge abuts     said upper edge.             With
some arrangements said lower edge extends     at an angle relative to the
hinge line in a straight 25  line across the front of the pack.   In others
said     upper section of the lower edge extends at an angle     relative
to the hinge line and the lower section     curves upwards therefrom
towards the side edge of the     front panel. 30         In preferred
embodiments all of the lower edge      of the front panel area is disposed
lower than the      hinge line.             Conveniently the majority of
the lower edge of      the front panel area comprises a folded over piece
of 35    
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-2-       paperboard.             Ideally the front face of the inner frame
is     formed with sideways projecting ears for engaging the     inside of
the upper portion of the outer carton 5   thereby assisting in the
retention of the pack in a     closed position.  Also the front face of the
inner     frame has a cut away portion which is positioned above     the
lower portion of the outer carton, the cut away     portion having an edge
portion which is generally 10  parallel to the upper edge of the front area
of the     lower portion of the outer carton.             Embodiments of
the present invention will now     be described in more detail.   The
description makes     reference to the accompanying drawings in which: 15
Figure 1 is a front perspective view from one 



side of a pack according to the present invention,             Figure 2 is
a rear perspective view from the     other side of the figure 1 pack,
Figure 3 is a front perspective view from said     one side of the figure 1
pack in an open position, 20             Figure 4 is a rear perspective
view from said     other side of the figure 1 pack in an open position,
Figure 5 is a front perspective view from     one side of another pack
according to the present     invention, 25             Figure 6 is a rear
perspective view from      the other side of the figure 5 pack,
Figure 7 is a front perspective view from said     one side of the figure 5
pack in an open position, 30          Figure 8 is a rear perspective view
from said      other side of the figure 5 pack in an open position,
and             Figure 9 is a front view of the figure 5 pack.
Figures 1 to 4 show a pack 10 for cigarettes      11.  The pack has an
inner frame 12 in which is 35 
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-3-        received a foil-wrapped bundle of the cigarettes 11.      The
foil 13 is shown partially removed in figures 3      and 4 to expose the
cigarettes 11.  The inner frame 12      has a cut away portion 14 to
facilitate access to the      cigarettes 11.             The  pack  also
has  an  outer  carton  15      comprising an upper portion 16 and a lower
portion 17      which are connected together along a hinge line 18
constituted by a fold in the rear panel of the pack.      All of the panels
of the pack are generally 10  rectangular.             The upper portion 16
has a front panel 19      which has a lower edge 20 which is not parallel
to the 



hinge 18.   Instead the lower edge 20 comprises a      straight angled line
extending across the full width 15  of the pack 10.  The lower edges 21 of
the side panels      22 of the upper portion 16 also extend in straight
lines between the ends of the edge 20 and the hinge      line 18.
The lower portion 17 has a front panel 23 20  which has an upper edge 24
which,  in the closed      condition of the pack, is parallel and spaced
from the      lower edge 20 of the upper portion. This exposes the
portion of the inner frame 12, which portion could be      of a contrasting
colour for example compared to other 25 portions of the pack. The upper
edges 25 of the side      panels 26 of the lower portion 17, however, abut
the      edges 21 of the upper portion 16.              In this embodiment,
the cut away portion 14 of      the inner frame 12 has a main edge 27 which
is 30  generally parallel to the upper edge 24 of the lower      portion
17. This feature gives a pleasing continuity      of theme in the pack
design, but other variations are      possible.  Also the inner frame 12 is
formed with      sideways projecting ears 28 which engage the inside of  35
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-4-       the upper portion 16 of the outer carton 15 during     closing of
the pack and aids retention of the pack in     its closed condition.
It can also be seen that the lower edge 20 of     the upper portion is
constituted by a folded under     portion 29.   This gives the edge 20 a
smoother,     stronger finish which is less susceptible to damage     and
wear.            If desired a simple modification to this pack 10 would be
for the upper edge 24 of the lower portion 17     to be raised so that, in
the closed condition of the     pack, it abuts the lower edge of the upper
portion 16. 



In the arrangement shown in figures 5 to 9     many of the features
correspond to those in figures 1     to 4 and so have been given identical
reference 15     numerals.  The principal differences are that the
lower edge 20 of the upper portion 16 and the upper     edge 24 of the
lower portion 17 abut and that at one     side the edges 20, 24 are curved
upwards at 30.  The     curves 30 lead smoothly into the respective edges
of 20     the side panels and tend to soften the appearance of     the
pack.             It will be appreciated that the actual shapes     of the
edges 20, 24 and also 21, 25 and indeed edge 27     are a matter of design
choice, the only requirement 25     being that the pack opens and closes.
The edges need     not be generally straight as shown in the above
embodiments and need not abut.    30 



35                                          -5-
CLAIMS   



5     1.   A  pack for smoking articles comprising an  inner
frame and an outer carton, the outer carton             having generally
rectangular front, rear, top,             bottom and side panels and having
upper and lower             portions movable relative to each other about a
10          hinge  line  extending substantially  across  the
rear panel generally parallel with the top and             bottom  edges
of  the  rear  panel  thereby  to             constitute closed and open
positions, the lower             edge of the front panel area of the upper
portion 15          extending at an angle relative to the hinge line
in a straight line substantially from one side             panel to the
opposite side panel across the front             of the pack.   20     2.
A  pack as claimed in claim 1 wherein  the  inner             frame is
retained in the lower portion of the             outer hull and extends at
least partially into             the upper portion of the outer carton.
25     3.   A  pack as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2  wherein 



said lower edge of the front panel area of the             upper portion is
substantially parallel with  the             upper edge of the front panel
area of the lower             portion of the outer carton. 30        4.  A
pack as claimed in claim 3 wherein said  lower             edge abuts said
upper edge.    35             



-6-          5.  A  pack as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4
wherein a lower end section of the lower edge of 5          the front panel
area of the upper portion curves             upwards therefrom towards the
side edge of the             front panel.          6.  A  pack  as claimed
in any one of claims 1  to  5 10          wherein all of the lower edge of
the front  panel             area is disposed below the hinge line.
7.  A  pack  as claimed in any one of claims 1  to  6             wherein
the majority of the lower edge of the 15          front panel area
comprises a folded over piece of             paperboard.          8.  A
pack  as claimed in any one of claims 1  to  7             wherein  the
front face of the  inner  frame  is 



20          formed with sideways projecting ears for engaging
the inside of the upper portion of the outer             carton thereby
assisting in the retention of the             pack in a closed position.
25     9.   A  pack  as claimed in any one of claims 1  to  8
wherein the front face of the inner frame has a             cut away
portion which is positioned above the             lower portion of the
outer carton, the cut away             portion having an edge portion which
is generally 30          parallel  to the upper edge of the front area  of
the lower portion of the outer carton.      35    


