An arrangenent for displaying characters and/or graphics on the screen of a
tel evision ‘'systemincluding a brightness control section (23) for

controlling the black |evel Abftrx¢tde® iheaquscigiaredes a character bl anking
section (79) for blanking behind the video i nage so as to nmake the
characters and/or graphics nore visible. The character bl anking section is
coupl ed to the bright resmgeonenwlfosedisplaying oferacters ngndfor' ul tra- bl ack”
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S control secnon (23) for controlling the black level of v1geo images
includes a character blanking section (79) for blanking behind the
video image so as to make the characters and/or graphics more
visible. The character blanking section is coupled to the brightness
control section for generating an "ultra-black™ character blanking

10 level which tracks, but is slightly greater (in the black direction) than
the black level for the video image. t
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