
BRIEFCASE 

The present invention relates to a briefcase, comprising a case body consisting of a frame 

made up of a base, an upper frontal wall which lies opposite said base and side frontal walls 

between the base and the upper frontal wall and a back waif and a front wall which can be 

opened. 

With briefcases of this type the front wall forms a cover which is joined to the base of the 

case body, so that this cover formed by the front wall can be easily swung up, whenever the 

case body is resting on its back wall. If, because of the lack of a table surface, such 

briefcases are used as a writing pad or as support for work papers, in that the case body is 

rested on the upper leg in the sitting position for example, difficulties arise because the back 

and front walls run parallel. This means that the front wall of the case body resting on the 

upper legs falls away from the body in a normal sitting position, when the knee is not raised 

and an unnatural sitting position is assumed. Furthermore, any attempt to open the front wall 

is hindered by the work documents lying thereon, which have to be held on to awkwardly 

when the front wall is swung up about a swivel axis parallel to the ground. 

To attain an inclined surface with briefcases, it is known (FR 2 689 734 A 1) to provide a desk 

board on the back wall of the case body, which can be folded about an axis parallel to the 

edge into a work position when the briefcase is lying flat and can be supported in this work 

position by a support flap relative to the back wall. The disadvantage of these known 

briefcases is not only the additional expense created by the desk board, but also the fact that 

the interior of the briefcase is difficult to access after the desk board is folded back, without 

jeopardising the position of the documents lying on the desk board. 

To be able to advantageously display documents which can be packed in a briefcase, it is 

also known (US 4 314 625 A) to provide a desk board which can swing inwards to the front 

wall on the front wall of the case body, which can be folded out when the front wall is swung 

up and supported on the case body, creating a corresponding inclined surface, on which the 

documents to be shown are kept well in sight. Similarly, it is known in another construction 

(US 4 420 270 A) to display visual material which is kept on a desk board as in a ring binder, 

which can be swung into a case body. Because the desk board is joined to the swinging front 

wall of the case body, the front wall forms a swing support for the desk board, which is 

displaced from the swung-in rest position into the folded-out work position with the aid of a 

tie. The drawback to these constructions is that the case body is only meant for 

accommodating the documents to be displayed and consequently cannot be utilised as a 

briefcase for storing other documents. 
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The aim of the invention is to provide a briefcase of the type described at the outset, such 

that it can be used advantageously as a writing pad, without having to forego a comfortable 

sitting position or easy access to the briefcase interior while the case body is being used as a 

paper pad. 

The invention solves this task by the fact that the front wall of the case body resting on the 

back wall forms an inclined surface which is sloped from the base to the upper frontal wall 

and has two laterally adjacent .cover sections which are mounted in such a way that they can 

swing open about the edges pointing towards each other and extending in the direction of the 

height of the front wall. 

Designing the front wall as a desk surface, which when the case body is rested on its back 

wall slopes from the base of the case body to the upper frontal wall, provides a beneficial 

writing pad which also enables favourable ergonometric conditions for someone writing in a 

sitting position when the case body is set on their thigh. Despite the frontal wall being 

designed as a sloping inclined surface the contents of the briefcase can be accessed easily 

via two laterally adjacent cover sections, because these cover sections are mounted in such 

a way that they can swing open about the edges pointing towards each other, so that papers 

laid on the inclined surface can remain in the vicinity of one cover section, while the other 

cover section is opened up from the associated side frontal wall of the case body. These 

cover sections which can swing towards one another act like envelopes when opened at the 

same time, between which tt:ie documents resting on the inclined surface are folded up 

together like a book, easily preventing papers from unavoidably sliding off the inclined 

surface. Since normal file documents are· oriented in size to generally accepted paper 

formats, then in practice subdividing the front wall into two adjacent cover sections barely 

causes any restrictions with respect to the contents of the briefcase to be accommodated. 

To prevent papers laid on the desk surface of the front wall from sliding off due to inclination 

of the desk, it is recommended to provide the upper frontal wall with a limit stop projecting 

over the inclined surface, which ensures that papers laid thereon are held back accordingly, 

without impairing handling of the briefcase, because the overhang of the limit stop over the 

desk surface can be comparatively small. 

Although both cover sections of the front wall can be joined to a web bridging the briefcase 

opening, structural conditions are particularly advantageous if they are joined to a partition 

dividing the case body, as this partition creates front wall support resistant to bending in its 

middle region, which is of benefit to the support function of the desk surface. In this 

connection it must be considered that the case body should be as light as possible. 
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The desk function of the briefcase can be complemented advantageously by lighting for the 

inclined surface, in such a way that the case body can form a ffoor compartment defined by 

an intermediate bottom for accommodating such a pull-out lighting unit for the desk surface. 

If required, this floor compartment is opened and the lighting unit is withdrawn from the floor 

compartment to provide adequate illumination for the desk surface. If light-emitting diodes 

arranged on a beam are used for illumination, the advantages of a comparatively small 

energy consumption can be associated with those of minimal heat generation, without having 

to sacrifice adequate light strength. If the beam is arranged to swivel, the direction of 

illumination can also be adjusted. 

The inventive object is illustrated by way of example in the diagram, in which: 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

Figure 3 

shows a briefcase resting on its back wall according to the present invention 

in an axonometric representation, 

shows this briefcase in cross-section and 

shows the briefcase according to Figure 2 in a view of the upper front wall. 

The case body of the briefcase shown in a lying position comprises a rigid frame 1, formed 

by a base 2, two side frontal walls 3 projecting from base 2 and an upper frontal wall 4 

connecting side frontal walls. On its rear side frame 1 is closed by a back wall 5 and on its 
front side bears a front wall 6 which can be opened and has two cover sections 7 and 8. 

These cover sections 7 and 8 are joined to a partition 9 parallel to side frontal walls 3 and at 

their edges resting on side frontal walls 3 of frame 1 bear closing flaps 1 O which overlap side 

frontal walls 3 and can be secured to said frontal walls 3 by way of push buttons, for 

example. 

It is understood, however, that other forms of closure can easily be employed. 

Partition 9 divides the case body into two take-up spaces each accessible via cover sections 

7 and 8, which can again be subdivided. While the briefcase space which can be closed by 

cover section 8 is divided by a partition 11 parallel to the bottom, an internal partition 12 

substantially parallel to back wall 5. forms, in the vicinity of cover section 7, internal 

partitioning which allows a retaining space to be utilised, extending over the entire back wall 

5 in the vicinity of cover section 7. 

As is evident especially from Figure 2, a floor compartment 14 is divided off by an 

intermediate bottom 13 from the rest of the case body which houses a lighting unit 15 in the 



4 

form of a beam 16 fitted with light-emitting diodes. Said beam 16 is held dispiaceably by 

guides 17 in a console 18, so that after a cover 19 occluding floor compartment 14 is opened 

up, fighting unit 15 can be taken out from floor compartment 14 into the use position 

illustrated in Figure 2. The power is supplied to lighting unit 15 by batteries 20 which are 

housed in floor compartment 14, in such a way that due to beam 16 being fitted with light­

emitting diodes minimal energy consumption and thus long light life is provided for. By tilting 

beam 16 the direction of illumination can be adapted to respective requirements. 

When cover sections 7 and 8 are closed front wall 6 of the case body resting on back wall 5 

forms an inclined surface which is sloped from base 2 to upper frontal wall 4, which can be 

used advantageously as a writing pad or support for work papers. Documents resting on this 

inclined surface barely hamper access to the interior of the briefcase, since each of cover 

sections 7 and 8 can be opened, such that documents can remain lying on the unopened 

cover section. 

Even when both cover sections 7 and 8 are opened the documents lyinS on the desk are 

held between cover sections 7 and 8 as though in an envelope, as evident from Figure 3, 

which illustrates both cover sections 7 and 8 in a partially open position. 

So that papers resting on the inclined surface cannot slide over upper frontal wall 4 from front 

wall 6, upper frontal wall 4 projects over the inclined surface to form a limit stop 21, as is 

evident especially from Figure 2. Papers lying on the desk surface are easily prevented from 

sliding off by said limit stop 21. When cover sections 7 and 8 are closed and floor 

compartment 14 is closed the briefcase can be handled like any conventional briefcase and 

be carried by means of a handle 22 located in the vicinity of upper frontal wait 4. 

The invention is understandably not limited to the illustrated embodiment. The case body can 

be partitioned off in various ways by partitions and compartment floors, according to 

requirements. It is critical that an inclined surface which is sloped from base 2 to upper 

frontal wall 4 is formed by both cover sections 7 and 8 of front wan 6 which can be folded 

towards one another, whenever the case body rests on back wall 5. 
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Claims 

1. A briefcase comprising a case body consisting of a frame (1) made up of a base (2), 

an upper frontal wall (4) which lies opposite said base (2) and side frontal walls (3) between 

the base (2) and the upper frontal waif (4), as well as a back wall (5) and a front wall (6) 

which can be opened, characterised in that the front wall (6) of the base body, which rests on 

the back waif (5), forms an inclined surface which is sloped from the base (2) to the upper 

frontal wall (4) and has two laterally adjacent cover sections (7, 8) which are mounted in such 

a way that they can swing open about the edges pointing towards each other and extending 

in the direction of the height of the front wall (6). 

2. A briefcase as claimed. in Claim 1, characterised in that the upper frontal wall (4) has 

a limit stop (21) projecting over the inclined surface. 

3. A briefcase as claimed in Claim 1 or 2, characterised in that both cover sections (7, 8) 

of the front wall (6) are joined to a partition {9) subdividing the case body. 

4. A briefcase as claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 3, characterised in that the case 

body has a floor compartment (14) defined by an intermediate floor {13) for housing an 

extensible lighting unit (15) for the inclined surface. 

5. A briefcase as claimed in Claim 4, characterised in that the lighting unit (15) 

comprises light-emitting diodes arranged on a beam (16) which preferably can swivel. 
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