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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE - . . The present |nvent|on descri bes a

" met hod and apparatus for det ect | ng - mcroorganisms in a culture contai ner-.
The.contai ner includes a block having a plurality of through holes for
di viding the sanple |nto a Iurallt of artlal sa Ies Each artlal
sanpl e has METHODAND ARE - ' (> MIG '
partial sanples is read out by a CCDcamara and spllt into partlal sanpl e
to generate a spacial array that results in a substantial reduction in the

time to detection. ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

R G AN

5 The present invention describes a method and apparatus for detecting
microorganisms in a culture container. The container includes a block having a §lura1ity of
through holes for dividing the sample into a plurality of partial samples. Each partial sample
has its own head space and its own sensor. The spacial array of partial samples is read out
by i CCD camera and split into partial sample to generate a spacial array that results in a

10  substantial reduction in the time to detection.
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