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CLAIMS 
 

1. A method for controlling a robotic device, comprising the steps of, 

assessing a location of the robotic device; 

receiving at a computing device at least one command arranged to effect an 

operation on the robotic device; 

reviewing the command to determine whether the command is suitable for 

execution given the location of the robotic device; 

wherein the command is provided to the robotic device only if the command is 

suitable for execution in said location. 

 

2. A method in accordance with Claim 1, wherein the step of reviewing the 

command includes the step of determining whether the command is associated with 

at least one authorisation code. 

 

3. A method in accordance with Claim 2, wherein the at least one authorisation 

code is received independently of the at least one command. 

 

4. A method in accordance with Claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein the step of reviewing the 

command includes the further step of determining whether the command is one of a 

predetermined set of commands. 

 

5. A method in accordance with any one of Claims 1 to 4, comprising the further 

step of the computing device receiving at least one identification code arranged to 

identify the robotic device. 

 

6. A method in accordance with Claim 5, comprising the further step of receiving 

the identification code with the at least one command. 

 

7. A method in accordance with any one of Claims 1 to 6, wherein the method 

further comprises the step of subjecting the robotic device to at least one diagnostic 

test before execution of a suitable command. 

 

8. A method in accordance with any one of Claims 1 to 7, wherein the method 

comprises the step of verifying whether the at least one command received at the 

computing device is associated with a verified user. 
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9. A method in accordance with any one of Claims 1 to 8, wherein the step of 

reviewing the command for suitability for execution comprises accessing rules for the 

multi-dimensional geographical coordinates in which the robotic device is located. 

 

10. A method in accordance with Claim 9, wherein the rules are laws that apply to 

the location of the robotic device. 

 

11. A method in accordance with any one of Claims 1 to 10, wherein the rules 

include multi-dimensional geographical coordinates defining restriction zones and/or 

exclusion zones, and the review of the command for suitability of execution includes 

assessing whether the robotic device is located in or near a restrictions zone or an 

exclusion zone. 

 

12. A method in accordance with any one of Claims 1 to 11, wherein the method 

further includes the step of overriding the at least one command received at the 

computing device with a new command. 

 

13. A method in accordance with Claim 12, wherein the new command reduces 

the functionality of the robotic device. 

 

14. A method in accordance with Claim 12, wherein the new command directs the 

robotic device to a different location. 

 

15. A robotic device including at least one processor arranged to: 

assess a location of the robotic device; 

receive at least one command arranged to effect an operation on the robotic 

device; 
 

 
review the  command  to  determine  whether  the  command  is  suitable  for 

execution given the location of the robotic device; 

provide the command to the robotic device only if the command is suitable for 

execution in said location; and 

one or more operating units in communication with the processor for effecting 

the at least one command on the robotic device if the command is provided. 

 

16. A robotic device in accordance with Claim  15, wherein the processor  is 

associated with a computing device local to the robotic device. 
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17. A robotic device in accordance with Claim 15 or 16, wherein the one or more 

operating units is capable of performing at least one physical function. 

 
18. A robotic device in accordance with Claim 15 or 16, wherein the one or more 

operating units is capable of performing at least one virtual function. 

 

19. A robotic device when used with the method of any one of Claims 1 to 14. 
 

20. A robotic device in accordance with any one of Claims 15 to 19, wherein the 

robotic device is a pilotless flying device and the one or more operating units provide 

the pilotless flying device with a flight action. 

 

21. A robotic device in accordance with any one of Claims 15 to 19, wherein the 

robotic device is an autonomous or self-driving vehicle, and one or more operating 

units provide the autonomous vehicle with a drive action. 

 

22. A robotic device in accordance with any one of Claims 15 to 19, wherein the 

robotic device is a humanoid or appliance robot and the one or more operating units 

provide the humanoid or appliance robot with a movement action. 

 
23. A robotic device in accordance with any one of Claims 15 to 19, wherein the 

robotic device is a smart device or an augmented reality device. 

 
24. A data signal encoding at least one command and being arranged to be 

receivable by at least one computing device, wherein, when the encoded command is 

executed on the computing system, the computing system performs the method steps 

of at least one of Claims 1 to 14. 


